The Destruction of Jerusalem -

Who's to Blame: the Farmers, the Bankers, or the Prophets?
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

I. The reason for Destruction in Il Chronicles 36:11-23
[The final psukim of the Tanach, in its customary order.]
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11 Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when
he began to reign; and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem;

12 and he did that which was evil in the sight of
the LORD his God; he humbled not himself
before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the
mouth of the LORD.

13 And he also rebelled against king
Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by
God; but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his
heart from turning unto the LORD, the God of
Israel.

14 Moreover all the chiefs of the priests, and the
people, transgressed very greatly after all the
abominations of the nations; and they polluted
the house of the LORD which He had hallowed
in Jerusalem.

15 And the LORD, the God of their fathers, sent
to them by His messengers, sending betimes and
often; because He had compassion on His
people, and on His dwelling-place;

16 but they mocked the messengers of God, and
despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets,
until the wrath of the LORD arose against His
people, till there was no remedy.

17 Therefore He brought upon them the king of
the Chaldeans, who slew their young men with
the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and
had no compassion upon young man or maiden,
old man or hoary-headed; He gave them all into
his hand.

18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great
and small, and the treasures of the house of the
LORD, and the treasures of the king, and of his
princes; all these he brought to Babylon.

19 And they burnt the house of God, and broke

down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the

palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the
goodly vessels thereof.

20 And them that had escaped from the sword
carried he away to Babylon; and they were
servants to him and his sons until the reign of the
kingdom of Persia;

21 to fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth

of Jeremiah, until the land had been paid her

sabbaths; for as long as she lay desolate she kept
sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years. {S}
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[I. proynay-nx NIND NnY9-9y - in light of Vayirka chapters 25-26
Are the farmers to blame for not keeping shemitta?
Note in the “tochacha”: the concluding lines of Vayikra 26
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will bring your sanctuaries unto desolation,
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and your enemies that dwell therein shall be
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as long as it lieth desolate, and ye are in your
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rest; even the rest which it had not in your
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and the land of your enemies shall eat you
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away in their iniquity in your enemies’
lands; and also in the iniquities of their
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lll. Why specifically the laws of shabbat ha’Aretz /shemitta?

[correlation or causation?]

Note entire unit of chapter 25 which leads in to the tochacha
But the laws of shemitta do not stand alone

They continue with their application during following 6 years!

Discussion, what is the purpose of the shemitta year
For the people, or for the land !!
Then we will see how this will relate to Yirmiyahu chapter 7



study of Vayikra chapter 25 - identifying its sub units
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IV. The connection to the Bankers — shemitat kesafim

Shemitta in Devarim chapter 15
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1 At the end of every seven years thou shalt
make a release.

2 And this is the manner of the release:
every creditor shall release that which he
hath lent unto his neighbour; he shall not
exact it of his neighbour and his brother;
because the LORD'S release hath been
proclaimed.

3 Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it; but
whatsoever of thine is with thy brother thy
hand shall release.

4 Howbeit there shall be no needy among
you--for the LORD will surely bless thee in
the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance to possess it--

5 if only thou diligently hearken unto the
voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to
do all this commandment which I command
thee this day.

6 For the LORD thy God will bless thee, as
He promised thee; and thou shalt lend unto
many nations, but thou shalt not borrow;
and thou shalt rule over many nations, but
they shall not rule over thee. {S}

7 If there be among you a needy man, one of
thy brethren, within any of thy gates, in thy
land which the LORD thy God giveth thee,
thou shalt not harden thy heart, nor shut thy
hand from thy needy brother;

8 but thou shalt surely open thy hand unto
him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for
his need in that which he wanteth.

9 Beware that there be not a base thought in
thy heart, saying: 'The seventh year, the
year of release, is at hand’; and thine eye be
evil against thy needy brother, and thou
give him nought; and he cry unto the
LORD against thee, and it be sin in thee.

10 Thou shalt surely give him, and thy heart
shall not be grieved when thou givest unto
him; because that for this thing the LORD
thy God will bless thee in all thy work, and
in all that thou puttest thy hand unto.

11 For the poor shall never cease out of the
land; therefore I command thee, saying:
'Thou shalt surely open thy hand unto thy
poor and needy brother, in thy land.’ {S



V. Yirmiyahu chapter 7: what could prevent destruction
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1 The word that came to Jeremiah from
the LORD, saying:

2 Stand in the gate of the LORD’S
house, and proclaim there this word,
and say: Hear the word of the LORD,
all ye of Judah, that enter in at these
gates to worship the LORD. {S}

3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: Amend your ways and
your doings, and I will cause you to
dwell in this place.

4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying:
'The temple of the LORD, the temple
of the LORD, the temple of the LORD,
are these.’

5 Nay, but if ye thoroughly amend your
ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly
execute justice between a man and his
neighbour;

6 if ye oppress not the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow, and shed not
innocent blood in this place, neither
walk after other gods to your hurt;

7 then will I cause you to dwell in this
place, in the land that I gave to your
fathers, for ever and ever.

8 Behold, ye trust in lying words, that
cannot profit.

9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely, and offer
unto Baal, and walk after other gods
whom ye have not known,

10 and come and stand before Me in
this house, whereupon My name is
called, and say: 'We are delivered, that
ye may do all these abominations?

11 Is this house, whereupon My name
is called, become a den of robbers in
your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen
it, saith the LORD.

12 For go ye now unto My place which
was in Shiloh, where I caused My name
to dwell at the first, and see what I did
to it for the wickedness of My people
Israel.

13 And now, because ye have done all
these works, saith the LORD, and I
spoke unto you, speaking betimes and
often, but ye heard not, and I called
you, but ye answered not;

14 therefore will I do unto the house,
whereupon My name is called, wherein
ye trust, and unto the place which I
gave to you and to your fathers, as |
have done to Shiloh.



VI. Yirmiyahu’s prophecy of 70 years
Destruction or Babylonian rule?
Chapter 25
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VIl. Who were the false prophets,
What was their message —
Yirmiyahu chapter 27
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VII. . Redemption, according to ¥1PYW> - (Yeshayahu 1:26-27)
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