Re -examining Chanuka

A Rabbinic, Prophetic, or Universal holiday?
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Why Rabbinic?
b/c the miracle happened way after Tanach was closed
[and not mentioned in any of the Biblical books]

Why Prophetic?
There is a date very close to Chanuka with great
religious significance at the beginning of 2" Temple period

Why Universal?
Is it just by chance that it falls out at the same time of year as a
famous Christian (& ancient Roman) holiday?

I. Prophetic importance of “erev Chanuka” = 24 Kislev
[Possibly Prophetic / b/c the time period was pathetic!]
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We return to this topic in next week’s shiur



II. Why Universal? Possibly a universal holiday relating the winter solstice
The winter solstice & Chanuka:

K] Talmud Bavli- Tractate Avoda Zara 8b

MISHNA: These are the festivals of the
heathens: Kalends, Saturnalia...

GEMARA: The rabbis taught: Adam [the first man],
when he noticed that each day became shorter and
shorter, he cried: Woe is to me, for the world becomes
darker and darker - because of my sin, and it seems to
be returning to ‘chaos and ruin’; and this is my death
which was decreed by heaven.

He arose and fasted and prayed eight days. Thereafter,
he noticed the 'winter solstice’, as the days become
longer, he understood that such is the cycle of the
world, and celebrated for eight days. The next year, he
also proclaimed the eight days on which he had fasted as
holidays. He established them to laud heaven; his
descendants, however, made them holidays for the idols.
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J] . Talmud Bavli -Tractate Shabbat 21b

The rabbis taught: The law of Hanukah: one candle
for each household. Those who seek to fulfil it
well- one candle for each person. Those who seek
to fulfil the law in the best possible manner:
Beth Shamai says- the first night light eight
candles, and every following night one flame less.
According to Beth Hillel [the reverse] -

*What is '"Hanukah? The rabbis taught: "On the
twenty-fifth day of Kislev Hanukah commences
and lasts eight days, on which lamenting the
dead and fasting are prohibited. When the
Hellenists entered the sanctuary, they defiled
all the oil. When the Hasmoneans prevailed and
conquered them, oil was sought (to light the
Menorah) and only one vial was found with
the seal of the high priest intact. [Even
though] the vial contained sufficient oil for one
day only, a miracle occurred, and they lit from
it for eight days. The following year - these 8
days were established as days of Praise and
Thanksgiving.
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How to find the winter solstice on a Jewish calendar?
Solar & Lunar

Let’s look at table for moonrise for month of December

https://www.timeanddate.com/moon/israel/jerusalem
noting moonrise and illumination

in contrast to length of the day

Possibly, lighting candles this time of year, may be a symbol of hope during the

darkest nights of the year
[not just shortest day, but also DARKEST nights, not longest]

What are the 8 darkest nights of any month?
The last 6 days and first two days of the next month

If spring equinox must fall out in the FIRST month (otherwise we add)
Then winter solstice is 9 months later,
and hence will happen in either the 9™ or 10" month

Hence, the 8 darkest nights of the year are EXACTLY the 8 days of Chanuka


https://www.timeanddate.com/moon/israel/jerusalem

I11. Historic & Prophetic background to the 2" year of Darius:

A] Ezra Chapter 1 — The beginning of the 2" Temple Period
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B] Ezra Chapter 4 — The “first intifada’
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lives, let the men of his place help him ...

1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin
heard that the children of the captivity were building a
Temple

4 Then the people of the land weakened the hands of
the people of Judah, & harried them while they were
building,

5 and hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their
purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

Ample reason for those who returned to be depressed & pessimistic

C] Haggai Chapter 1 — A new administration —a new hope!
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1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the 6th
month, in the first day , came the word of God by
Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son
of Jehozadak, the high priest:

2 "Thus says God: This people say: The time is not
come, the time that the LORD'S house should be
built.' {P}

7 Thus says God: Consider your ways. Go up to
the hill-country, and bring wood, and build the
House...



D] Zechariah Chapter 2 [Haftara for Shabbat Chanuka - Prophetic encouragement
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E] Haggai Chapter 2 — Jerusalem CAN be Great Again!
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Ground Breaking Ceremony — 24 Kislev!
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1 On the 21 day of the 7th month, came the word
of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying: 3
Who is left among you that saw this house in its
former glory? and how do ye see it now?

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the
LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak,
the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the
land, saith the LORD, and work; for I am with you,

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater
than that of the former, saith the LORD of hosts;
and in this place will | give peace, saith the LORD
of hosts.'

10 In the24th day of the ninth month, in the 2nd
year of Darius, came the word to Haggai

15 And now, | pray you, consider from this day
and forward--before a stone was laid upon a stone
in the Temple of God

18 consider, | pray you, from this day and forward,
from the 24™ day of the ninth month, even from the
day that the foundation of the LORD'S temple was
laid, consider it;

19 is the seed yet in the barn? yea, the vine, and the
fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive-tree
hath not brought forth--from this day will | bless

20 And the word of the LORD came the second
time unto Haggai in the four and twentieth day of
the month, saying:

21 'Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah,
saying: | will shake the heavens and the earth;

22 and | will overthrow the throne of kingdoms,
and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of
the nations; and | will overthrow the chariots, and
those that ride in them; and the horses and their
riders



Why break ground during the middle of the winter?
See Ezra 6:13-15 — construction only finished four years later in Year 6
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__.\.rN n-\,b —,ﬂbﬂ Dy Ty —D-r —n-]’:l N’S’\’)] " 15 And this house was finished on the third

day of the month Adar, which was in the

{9} Nbb’: \’)”‘1‘1’ ’”:b’:b ,nw -n)w N)—] T sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.
V.
Great hopes in the prophecies of Chagai chapter 2
VYN NNN TIY,NINIY MN? IIN 1D ) 6 For thus saith the LORD of hosts: Yet

once, it 1s a little while, and I will shake
'J'IZ‘O D’)D\’)'l ﬂN \’)’)’ .‘D ’)N] N’—’ the heavens and the earth and the sea,

N2ANN- ﬂN] D"'1 ﬂN] ,‘{'\N"l and the dry land,

NTHN N OIN- 73 -NN ,ﬂ\qu—” ? 7 and I will shake all nations, and the

choicest things of all nations shall come,
'7133 0 TNAD-N ’ﬂNbDW ; OMMD- b? and I will fill this house with glory, saith

J'HNJS "ﬂ'l’ , )N~ the LORD of hosts.

Y DN)--273N ) 97 8 Mine is the silver, and Mine the gold,
mn? b, M 71 ,QO ?'112332 saith the LORD of hosts.

,]1'“'\2‘('1 M AN 7]33 (R b]-r) v 9 The glory of this latter house shall be

L greater than that of the former, saith the
DIPR ; ﬂ]NDS m .\DN ]W)N.]—‘ V2 LORD of hosts; and in this place will 1

{9} n]Ngg -n"]) DN) D]b\)) VN N give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.’ {P}

D’ﬂ\’) ﬂ)\)): ’)”\’)ﬂb Ny 7IN) D"]\’))’:l % 10 In the four and twentieth day of the

ninth month, in the second year of Darius,
N’JJ-‘ ’)ﬁ bN INIM-127 'l"'l"\’)]"\'f? came the word of the LORD by Haggai

NN the prophet, saying:

Rashi on Chagai 2.6  "wn
DO'™7Y N7wMN IT -019 NI N7DONWN - X' vyn NNX T

[I' NID7N N 037 Nx¥N7 DD'7V 71wn? DIpN -NNAX TIY
NN7wUNN N7 X' vynl

'NAInwn 117 0'wyin 0'0'A - Y'yIn "INI

NT N2 NIV 'MIDYY 22 - 121 D'YN DX

[1"12 |2 O0I' 1901 2AIND TWNXD - G011 ANT NIYN IN'



Book of Maccabes: /Book One, Chapter one:

41 Moreover king Antiochus wrote to his whole kingdom, that all should
be one people,

42 And every one should leave his laws: so all the heathen agreed
according to the commandment of the king.

43 Yea, many also of the Israelites consented to his religion, and
sacrificed unto idols, and profaned the sabbath.

44 For the king had sent letters by messengers unto Jerusalem and the
cities of Juda that they should follow the strange laws of the land,

45 And forbid burnt offerings, and sacrifice, and drink offerings, in the
temple; and that they should profane the sabbaths and festival days:

46 And pollute the sanctuary and holy people:

47 Set up altars, and groves, and chapels of idols, and sacrifice swine's
flesh, and unclean beasts:

48 That they should also leave their children uncircumcised, and make
their souls abominable with all manner of uncleanness and profanation:

49 To the end they might forget the law, and change all the ordinances.

50 And whosoever would not do according o the commandment of the
king, he said, he should die.

51 In the selfsame manner wrote he to his whole kingdom, and appointed
overseers over all the people, commanding the cities of Juda to
sacrifice, city by city.

52 Then many of the people were gathered unto them, to wit every one
that forsook the law; and so they committed evils in the land;



53 And drove the Israelites into secret places, even wheresoever they
could flee for succour.

54 Now the fifteenth day of the month Casleu, in the hundred forty
and fifth year, they set up the abomination of desolation upon the
altar, and builded idol altars throughout the cities of Juda on every
side;

55 And burnt incense at the doors of their houses, and in the streets.

56 And when they had rent in pieces the books of the law which they
found, they burnt them with fire.

57 And whosoever was found with any the book of the testament, or if
any committed to the law, the king's commandment was, that they
should put him to death.

58 Thus did they by their authority unto the Israelites every month, to
as many as were found in the cities.

59 Now the five and twentieth day of the month they did sacrifice
upon the idol altar, which was upon the altar of God.

Book One, Chapter Four:

36 Then said Judas and his brethren, Behold, our enemies are discomfited: let us
go up to cleanse and dedicate the sanctuary.

37 Upon this all the host assembled themselves together, and went up into mount
Sion.

38 And when they saw the sanctuary desolate, and the altar profaned, and the
gates burned up, and shrubs growing in the courts as in a forest, or in one of the
mountains, yea, and the priests’ chambers pulled down;



39 They rent their clothes, and made great lamentation, and cast ashes upon their
heads,

40 And fell down flat to the ground upon their faces, and blew an alarm with the
trumpets, and cried toward heaven.

41 Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against those that
were in the fortress, until he had cleansed the sanctuary.

42 So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as had
pleasure in the law:

43 Who cleansed the sanctuary, and bare out the defiled stones
info an unclean place.

44 And when as they consulted what to do with the altar of burnt
offerings, which was profaned;

45 They thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be a reproach to them,
because the heathen had defiled it: wherefore they pulled it down,

46 And laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until
there should come a prophet to shew what should be done with them.

47 Then they took whole stones according to the law, and built a
new altar according to the former;

48 And made up the sanctuary, and the things that were within the
temple, and hallowed the courts.

49 They made also new holy vessels, and into the temple they
brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and of
incense, and the table.

50 And upon the altar they burned incense, and the lamps that were
upon the candlestick they lighted, that they might give light in the

temple.
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51 Furthermore they set the loaves upon the table, and spread out the
veils, and finished all the works which they had begun to make.

52 Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month, which is
called the month Casleu, in the hundred forty and eighth year, they
rose up betimes in the morning,

53 And offered sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar of
burnt offerings, which they had made.

54 At the same time and day the heathen had profaned it, even in
that was it dedicated with songs, and citherns, and harps, and
cymbals.

55 Then all the people fell upon their faces, worshipping and praising the
God of heaven, who had given them good success.

56 And so they kept the dedication of the altar eight days and
offered burnt offerings with gladness, and sacrificed the sacrifice
of deliverance and praise.

57 They decked also the forefront of the temple with crowns of gold,
and with shields; and the gates and the chambers they renewed, and
hanged doors upon them.

58 Thus was there very great gladness among the people, for that the
reproach of the heathen was put away.

59 Moreover Judas and his brethren with the whole congregation of
Israel ordained, that the days of the dedication of the altar should be
kept in their season from year to year by the space of eight days, from
the five and twentieth day of the month Casleu, with mirth and gladness.
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The significance of the Menorah

in relation to the military victory

Zechariah Chapter 4 — [Symbol of the state of Israel]
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Zechariah Chapter 6 — [End of unit from chapter 1 thru 6]
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15 And they that are far off shall come and build in the
temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of
hosts hath sent me unto you. And it shall come to pass, if ye
will diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD your God--
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