Sefer Devarim - the most misunderstood book in the Bible
For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
Class #1 - Introduction to the series

I. The common/ classic understanding
A farewell speech by Moshe Rabeinu,
Including a ‘review’ of the first four books
Hence name "mishneh torah” = second teaching -

[Greek - Deuteronomy]

Let's test that assumption, book by book....

II. The opening lines of the book -
Why are they so confusing?
What does the word “devarim” imply?

Laws, rebuke, things, words?

Before we answer, In relation to other books of the Torah-

Where does Devarim fit in?

Breishit - How and Why God chooses a Nation
Shmot - The Historical process of becoming a Nation - The Exodus
The Nation enters a Covenant at Mt. Sinai
The Mishkan - an eternal symbol of that Covenant
Vayikra - How (and when) to use the Mishkan
Bamidbar - How & Why first generation failed & Prep for conquest
Devarim - ?? [NOT a review of the first four books! -]

What is the book? - That will be the goal of our shiur today!



II. The logical approach - simply read the book, in its context
[that would take too long....]

Instead, we ‘cheat’ and start with chapter 5
Noting chapter 5 begins a speech that continues all the way thru chapter 26
As chapter 5 will explain what the book is about-
Chapters 5-26 = the main speech
Preceded by intro speech - / chapters 1->4 (next week)

Followed by a covenant relating to the laws of the main speech
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Basically, the laws of the main speech of Sefer
Devarim, are simply the detailed set of laws that
Moshe Rabeinu received together with the ‘Ten
commandments’.\

Moshe has taught them numerous times, and in
Sefer Devarim he teaches them for THE LAST TIME-

As he does that, he includes commentary and
rebuke, but the core laws are 40 years old, and precede
the sin of the Golden Calf!

Why the reader of Chumash hasn’t seen them yet,
1s topic for a later shiur.

Most important, they relate to the core covenant:



IIT. Purpose of this law code based on purpose of brit Sinai
The Covenant at Mount Sinai - to become God's nation /Shmot 19:5-6
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See intro to the speech in Devarim 4:1-14
And thematic connection to the end of the speech
And concludes in chapter 26 with:
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