Sefer Devarim- the most misunderstood book in the Bible
/Class # 10  For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

‘Legislation for a nation’ -

What makes the Laws of Sefer Devarim unique

I. Intro Last week, we saw how the "chukim u'mishpatim” section began
with the guidelines for establishing a 'national center’ - whose ultimate
purpose is the same as the purpose of the Nation - to make a Name for
God. In this week's shiur, we will see how the numerous laws that follow,
also deal primarily with laws that will guide our national behavior and
image.

But first, as it's Rosh Chodesh Elul, and we begin our preparation for
Rosh ha'Shana, I'd like to dedicate first part of the shiur to clarifying
this underlying theme of "shem Ha'Shem" in Tanach:

Review Overall structure of the main speech:

Chapter 5 Moshe Rabeinu retells the story of Maamad Har Sinai,
and how he received at that time - the laws that he is about to teach

Chapters 6->11 - The “HA’mitzvah” section, the love & fear of God
/ From “shema” to “v’haya im shmoah”
[last week’s topic]

Chapters 12->26 - The “chukim u’'mishpatim” section
/ The Laws that will establish God’s nation

[point of departure for this week’s class]

II. Review THE 'CHUKIM U-MISHPATIM' SECTION
How they parallel the last 8 Dibrot!

12-14 Il Establishing God's Name in the Temple- HAMAKOM
ASHER YIVCHAR HASHEM I'shaken SHMO sham

(parallel to not saying God's Name in vain)



15-16 IV - Laws relating to cycles of 7 — and hence ‘shabbat’
The seven year Shmitta cycle — national economy (debt)
Slavery laws (work 6 — go free at 7) , also economic & justice

“shalosh regalim” - national gatherings, 7 days of chag
ha’matzot, 7 weeks, 7 days succot in 7" month

[topic of “bet KNESSET” — gathering sparks society]

17-18 V  The national leaders (shoftim, kohanim & levi'im,
melech, and navi)

(parallel to honoring parents)

19-21 VI  Laws of going to war, murder, and capital punishment
(parallel to 'lo tirtzach')

21-25 VII-X Misc. laws 'bein adam le-chavero'
Marriage laws — “lo tinaf” - affects society / fidelity
Rules of a just marketplace [honest weights.. ]
Social justice — in all professions..

So why is “"shem Hashem" - Dibur #3 - and why does it become the
name for the "“bet ha'Mikdash” in Jerusalem
Let's trace this theme from Sefer Breishit

Even before Avraham is chosenl!

III. God's Name-a Biblical Mega-theme

A. Genesis Chapter 4 - Something goes 'wrong’

NN ,]3'7?’ NXIN-0) ﬂV)‘)] 99 26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he

NA,A”& ,bnﬁﬂ N }V)'iJN INV-NN called his name Enosh; then began men to call upon the
P B T '"’.‘ ﬂW: name of the LORD.
Y ‘&



B. Genesis Chapter 9 - Noach & his son 'Shem'’ [?]
’ﬂbN N TPI2 9N 13 26 And he said: Blessed be the LORD, the
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C. Genesis Chapter 11 - Migdal Bavel - God is 'upset’
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4 And they said: 'Come, let us build us a city, and a
tower, with its top in heaven, and let us make us a
name; lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of
the whole earth.'

D. Avraham calls out in God's Name / chapters 12,13,21
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1 God said unto Abram: 'Get thee out ...

8 And he removed from thence unto the mountain
on the east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having
Beth-el on the west...and he builded there an altar
unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the
LORD

Chapter 13 -- 3. And he went on his journeys from
the South even to Beth-el, unto the place where
his tent had been at the beginning, between Beth-
el and Ai;

4 unto the place of the altar, which he had made
there at the first; and Abram called there on the
name of the LORD.

- With King Avimelech - a inspiration to other nations:
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33 And Abraham planted a tamarisk-
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[See also Yitzchak - Breishit 26:23-

25 & Yaakov's vow in 28:20-22]



E. Centrality & 'purpose’ of the Temple - Devarim chapter 12
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F. I Kings Chapter 8 /Solomon's prayer dedicating the Temple
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6 I Kings Chapter 10 When Queen of Sheba visits
- it worksl!
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IV. Famous Ramban - Shmot 25:1 - why we need the Mishkan

An eternal reminder of our covenantal commitment at Har Sinai
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V. Why David ha'Melech could not build the Bet ha'Mikdash”
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David ha'Melech’s ‘charge’ to his son Shlomo -
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VI. See Yirmiyahu chapter 7 - why Temple will be destroyed
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1 The word that came to Jeremiah
from the LORD, saying:

2 Stand in the gate of the LORD’S
house, and proclaim there this word,
and say: Hear the word of the
LORD, all ye of Judah, that enter in
at these gates to worship the

LORD. {S}

3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: Amend your ways and
your doings, and I will cause you to
dwell in this place.

4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying:
'The temple of the LORD, the temple
of the LORD, the temple of the
LORD, are these.’

5 Nay, but if ye thoroughly amend
your ways and your doings; if ye
thoroughly execute justice between a
man and his neighbour;

6 if ye oppress not the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow, and shed
not innocent blood in this place,
neither walk after other gods to your
hurt;

7 then will I cause you to dwell in
this place, in the land that I gave to
your fathers, for ever and ever.

8 Behold, ye trust in lying words,
that cannot profit.
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9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely, and offer
unto Baal, and walk after other gods
whom ye have not known,

10 and come and stand before Me in
this house, whereupon My name is
called, and say: 'We are delivered,
that ye may do all these
abominations?

11 Is this house, whereupon My
name is called, become a den of
robbers in your eyes? Behold, I, even
I, have seen it, saith the LORD.

12 For go ye now unto My place
which was in Shiloh, where I caused
My name to dwell at the first, and see
what I did to it for the wickedness of
My people Israel.

13 And now, because ye have done
all these works, saith the LORD, and
I spoke unto you, speaking betimes
and often, but ye heard not, and I
called you, but ye answered not;

14 therefore will I do unto the house,
whereupon My name is called,
wherein ye trust, and unto the place
which I gave to you and to your
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.



