Sefer Devarim- the most misunderstood book in the Bible

/Class # 12 For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

The meaning of the word ‘torah’ in the Torah

In light of its meaning in Sefer Devarim

I. Intro In foday's class, we return to the over-all structure of Sefer
Devarim, to show how by following its usage of the word ‘torah’ to
describe the laws of the 'main speech’, we can arrive at a deeper
understanding of why we refer to all Jewish law as "Torah'.

1. The word "torah" in Sefer Devarim

A. Introducing the main speech at end of chapter 4:
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Then the main speech begins in 5:1 - with:
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[Followed by some twenty chapters of mitzvot and rebuke,

And concludes in 26:16-19 with:
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After conclusion - special commandment in chapter 27:
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B. To be read every seven years at Hakhel:
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C. Commandment for the king inside the speech /chapter 17:
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D. The introductory verses of the book/ or first speech:
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E. Ramban connecting the speech in Devarim to Shmot 24
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Detailed verses:

The ceremony of Har Eival - / chapter 27

Let's note the FIRST commandment after the main speechl!
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1 And Moses and the elders of Israel
commanded the people, saying: 'Keep
all the commandment which I
command you this day.

2 And it shall be on the day when ye
shall pass over the Jordan unto the
land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee, that thou shalt set thee up great
stones, and plaster them with plaster.

3 And thou shalt write upon them all
the words of this law, when thou art
passed over; that thou mayest go in
unto the land which the LORD thy
God giveth thee, a land flowing with
milk and honey, as the LORD, the God
of thy fathers, hath promised thee.

4 And it shall be when ye are passed
over the Jordan, that ye shall set up
these stones, which I command you
this day, in mount Ebal, and thou shalt
plaster them with plaster.

5 And there shalt thou build an altar

unto the LORD thy God, an altar of

stones; thou shalt lift up no iron tool
upon them.

6 Thou shalt build the altar of the
LORD thy God of unhewn stones; and
thou shalt offer burnt-offerings
thereon unto the LORD thy God.

7 And thou shalt sacrifice peace-
offerings, and shalt eat there; and thou
shalt rejoice before the LORD thy
God.

8 And thou shalt write upon the stones
all the words of this law very
plainly.’ {S}
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9 And Moses and the priests the
Levites spoke unto all Israel, saying:
'Keep silence, and hear, O Israel; this
day thou art become a people unto the
LORD thy God.

10 Thou shalt therefore hearken to the
voice of the LORD thy God, and do
His commandments and His statutes,
which I command thee this day.” {S}

11 And Moses charged the people the
same day, saying:

12 'These shall stand upon mount
Gerizim to bless the people, when ye
are passed over the Jordan: Simeon,
and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and
Joseph, and Benjamin;

13 and these shall stand upon mount
Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, and
Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and
Naphtali.

14 And the Levites shall speak, and say
unto all the men of Israel with a loud
voice: {S}

The book's introduction to the main speech
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44 And this is the law which Moses set
before the children of Israel;

45 these are the testimonies, and the
statutes, and the ordinances, which
Moses spoke unto the children of
Israel, when they came forth out of

Egypt;

46 beyond the Jordan, in the valley
over against Beth-peor, in the land of
Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt
at Heshbon, whom Moses and the
children of Israel smote, when they
came forth out of Egypt;



