Sefer Devarim- the most misunderstood book in the Bible

/Class # 15 For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
Shirat Haazinu & its concept of “teshuva”

I. Intro

Most of us have heard of “shirat ha'azinu, but would have trouble

defining its specific topic and purpose - and that is exactly the purpose of

today's class, and to appreciate why it is faught towards the conclusion of

Sefer Devarim.

It will also provide us with an opportunity to better understand the

Biblical concept of "hester panim” - and how it relates to the concept of

teshuva on Yom Kippur (especially in relation to the Haftara for

Shacharit)

We begin our study with Devarim 3:14, which thematically should be

the beginning of 'Parshat Haazinu' - let's explain why:

II. Chapter 31 - the transition from 'forah’ to 'shira’:
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9 And Moses wrote this law, and
delivered it unto the priests the sons
of Levi, that bore the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and unto all
the elders of Israel.

10 And Moses commanded them,

saying: 'At the end of every seven
years, in the set time of the year of
release, in the feast of tabernacles,

11 when all Israel is come to appear
before the LORD thy God in the
place which He shall choose, thou
shalt read this law before all Israel in
their hearing.

12 Assemble the people, the men and
the women and the little ones, and
thy stranger that is within thy gates,
that they may hear, and that they may
learn, and fear the LORD your God,
and observe to do all the words of
this law;
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13 and that their children, who have
not known, may hear, and learn to
fear the LORD your God, as long as
ye live in the land whither ye go over
the Jordan to possess it.’ { P}

14 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'‘Behold, thy days approach that thou
must die; call Joshua, and present
yourselves in the tent of meeting, that
I may give him a charge.” And Moses
and Joshua went, and presented
themselves in the tent of meeting.

15 And the LORD appeared in the
Tent in a pillar of cloud; and the
pillar of cloud stood over the door of
the Tent.

16 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'‘Behold, thou art about to sleep with
thy fathers; and this people will rise
up, and go astray after the foreign
gods of the land, whither they go to
be among them, and will forsake Me,
and break My covenant which I have
made with them.

17 Then My anger shall be kindled
against them in that day, and I will
forsake them, and I will hide My face
from them, and they shall be
devoured, and many evils and
troubles shall come upon them; so
that they will say in that day: Are not
these evils come upon us because our
God is not among us?

18 And I will surely hide My face in
that day for all the evil which they
shall have wrought, in that they are
turned unto other gods.

19 Now therefore write ye this song
for you, and teach thou it the children
of Israel; put it in their mouths, that
this song may be a witness for Me
against the children of Israel.

20 For when I shall have brought
them into the land which I swore
unto their fathers, flowing with milk
and honey; and they shall have eaten
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their fill, and waxen fat; and turned
unto other gods, and served them,
and despised Me, and broken My
covenant;

21 then it shall come to pass, when
many evils and troubles are come
upon them, that this song shall testify
before them as a witness; for it shall
not be forgotten out of the mouths of
their seed; for I know their
imagination how they do even now,
before I have brought them into the
land which I swore.’

22 So Moses wrote this song the
same day, and taught it the children
of Israel.

23 And he gave Joshua the son of
Nun a charge, and said: 'Be strong
and of good courage; for thou shalt
bring the children of Israel into the
land which I swore unto them; and I
will be with thee.’

24 And it came to pass, when Moses
had made an end of writing the
words of this law in a book, until
they were finished,

25 that Moses commanded the
Levites, that bore the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, saying:

26 'Take this book of the law, and put
it by the side of the ark of the
covenant of the LORD your God,
that it may be there for a witness
against thee.

27 For I know thy rebellion, and thy
stiff neck; behold, while I am yet
alive with you this day, ye have been
rebellious against the LORD; and
how much more after my death?

28 Assemble unto me all the elders of
your tribes, and your officers, that |
may speak these words in their ears,
and call heaven and earth to witness
against them.
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29 For | know that after my death ye
will in any wise deal corruptly, and
turn aside from the way which I have
commanded you; and evil will befall
you in the end of days; because ye
will do that which is evil in the sight
of the LORD, to provoke Him
through the work of your hands.’

30 And Moses spoke in the ears of all
the assembly of Israel the words of
this song, until they were finished:

1 Give ear, ye heavens, and [ will
speak; and let the earth hear the
words of my mouth.

2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain,
my speech shall distil as the dew;
as the small rain upon the tender
grass, and as the showers upon the
herb.

3 For I will proclaim the name of
the LORD; ascribe ye greatness
unto our God.

4 The Rock, His work is perfect;
for all His ways are justice; a God
of faithfulness and without iniquity,
just and right is He.

5 Is corruption His? No; His
children’s is the blemish; a
generation crooked and perverse.

6 Do ye thus requite the LORD, O
foolish people and unwise? is not
He thy father that hath gotten thee?
hath He not made thee, and
established thee?

7 Remember the days of old,
consider the years of many
generations; ask thy father, and he
will declare unto thee, thine elders,
and they will tell thee.

8 When the Most High gave to the
nations their inheritance, when He
separated the children of men, He
set the borders of the peoples
according to the number of the
children of Israel.



720 ,Apy> {©} Ny M pncd v

{1} inom

DN {0} 7270 N2 NN
NN MO {7} 510w
{7} .ivy v e {0} -

POYIN-DY P VY IYID N
INNRY? NP 1913 ¥ {0} qn-v
{7} man-Sy

;NN TT2,NM 2
{7} 19

(>NH2) XMNI-DY NI N

NIANN OONN {O) NN
vatnpm {1} ;1Y

{7} M vnonNn Yy {o} »b@n

29N-0y {0} ,INN 2D TP NNNN T
Wwa-ona {9} o>b>m DD

nPYs ,a9n-oy {D} ,0TIAY)

{0} .mn-ma\?n /2Y-07) (1} ;nen

oN Y PN (D)

TTTTTT

{v}

,Payina {9}

PivN Won (D) ;Y2
ANy M 5am {9} pnvy

; 02712, 3NN 10
{0} Py

-AIN N2 DYTW2 ,aNay
;0T N9, oomoN {9} -
mw\p NY { } N2 290
{0} 02NN

99,7122 D8
G e

ovIn {0} ;

N ,NIYM {9}

9 For the portion of the LORD is
His people, Jacob the lot of His
inheritance.

10 He found him in a desert land,
and in the waste, a howling
wilderness; He compassed him
about, He cared for him, He kept
him as the apple of His eye.

11 As an eagle that stirreth up her
nest, hovereth over her young,
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh
them, beareth them on her pinions--

12 The LORD alone did lead him,
and there was no strange god with
Him.

13 He made him ride on the high
places of the earth, and he did eat
the fruitage of the field; and He
made him to suck honey out of the
crag, and oil out of the flinty rock;

14 Curd of kine, and milk of sheep,
with fat of lambs, and rams of the
breed of Bashan, and he-goats, with
the kidney-fat of wheat; and of the
blood of the grape thou drankest
foaming wine.

15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and
kicked--thou didst wax fat, thou
didst grow thick, thou didst become
gross--and he forsook God who
made him, and contemned the Rock
of his salvation.

16 They roused Him to jealousy
with strange gods, with
abominations did they provoke
Him.

17 They sacrificed unto demons,
no-gods, gods that they knew not,
new gods that came up of late,
which your fathers dreaded not.

18 Of the Rock that begot thee thou
wast unmindful, and didst forget
God that bore thee.



,122 DYIN {7} NP, N VY 19 And the LORD saw, and

] spurned, because of the provoking
{ \V) } .)?ﬂ):_n of His sons and His daughters.

- . § 20 And He said: 'I will hide My
uﬂ’: ’;? n‘!,nvh‘ ) ’”N”_ J face from them, I will see what
o their end shall be; for they are a
: D:D,.] DB ﬂ@ ,ﬂN.\N { A } very froward generation, children

{-\} ,n)ﬂa ﬂDQﬂD ~n'~|- ):3 {9} in whom is no faithfulness.
{0} .02 3)9N-ND OM2

MOYD {1} DD DD N3 T ke

'N'bﬂ DN’JPN NMNY {D} ; Dﬂ?bjﬂﬂ Me with their vanities; and I will
’ e e (g L Vol rouse them to jealousy with a no-

{ © } DD’)’DZ}( 7;12 ’i):} { 9 } ,D),’ people; I will provoke them with a

vile nation.

ITI. Hester Panim:

Ibn Ezra's commentary re:“hester panim”, and purpose of 'shira’
DIYR RY - HR IR ORW —  "NOXR N0 DYOY

---For should they call out to me [in prayer], | will NOT answer them —
acting like one who does not see,....

Note the same theme in “shirat haazinu”

Who is to blame, Hashem, or the People?
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IV. Hester Panim - in Tehillim, in relation to prayer
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Hester Panim - in Yeshayahu
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Note — next example is from the Haftara of Yom Kippur

shacharit — From previous chapter in Yeshayahu [58:1-9]
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1 Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice
like a horn, and declare unto My
people their transgression, and to the
house of Jacob their sins.

2 Yet they seek Me daily, and delight
to know My ways; as a nation that did
righteousness, and forsook not the
ordinance of their God, they ask of Me
righteous ordinances, they delight to
draw near unto God.

3 'Wherefore have we fasted, and Thou
seest not? Wherefore have we afflicted
our soul, and Thou takest no
knowledge?’--Behold, in the day of
your fast ye pursue your business, and
exact all your labours.

4 Behold, ye fast for strife and
contention, and to smite with the fist
of wickedness; ye fast not this day so
as to make your voice to be heard on
high.

5 Is such the fast that I have chosen?
the day for a man to afflict his soul? Is
it to bow down his head as a bulrush,
and to spread sackcloth and ashes
under him? Wilt thou call this a fast,
and an acceptable day to the LORD?

6 Is not this the fast that [ have chosen?
to loose the fetters of wickedness, to
undo the bands of the yoke, and to let
the oppressed go free, and that ye
break every yoke?

7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the
hungry, and that thou bring the poor
that are cast out to thy house? when
thou seest the naked, that thou cover
him, and that thou hide not thyself
from thine own flesh?

8 Then shall thy light break forth as the
morning, and thy healing shall spring
forth speedily; and thy righteousness
shall go before thee, the glory of the
LORD shall be thy rearward.

9 Then shalt thou call, and the LORD
will answer; thou shalt cry, and He
will say: 'Here I am.” If thou take away
from the midst of thee the yoke, the
putting forth of the finger, and
speaking wickedness;



IV. Note the structure of chapters 31 thru 32
And connection between ‘torah’ and ‘shira’
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