Sefer Devarim- the most misunderstood book in the Bible

/Class # 16 For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
Re-examining Succot - in light of Devarim chapter 8
I. Intro

The three pilgrimage holidays carry both agricultural as well as
historical significance. In relation tfo Succot, we thank God for our fruit
harvest, as Sept/Oct in the Land of Israel is indeed the end of the
agricultural year. However, the historical reason for succot, to remember
how God took care of us in the desert, does not have any immediate
connection to this time of the year.

In our shiur, we will explain why it does!

II. Vayikra chapter 23 & the double nature of the holidays

33 And the LORD spoke unto
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Moses, saying:

34 Speak unto the children of
Israel, saying: On the fifteenth
day of this seventh month is the
feast of tabernacles for seven days
unto the LORD.

35 On the first day shall be a holy
convocation; ye shall do no
manner of servile work.

36 Seven days ye shall bring an
offering made by fire unto the
LORD; on the eighth day shall be
a holy convocation unto you; and
ye shall bring an offering made by
fire unto the LORD; it is a day of
solemn assembly; ye shall do no
manner of servile work.

37 These are the appointed
seasons of the LORD, which ye
shall proclaim to be holy
convocations, to bring an offering
made by fire unto the LORD, a
burnt-offering, and a meal-
offering, a sacrifice, and drink-
offerings, each on its own dayj;
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38 beside the sabbaths of the
LORD, and beside your gifts, and
beside all your vows, and beside
all your freewill-offerings, which
ye give unto the LORD.

39 Howbeit on the fifteenth day of
the seventh month, when ye have
gathered in the fruits of the land,
ye shall keep the feast of the
LORD seven days; on the first
day shall be a solemn rest, and on
the eighth day shall be a solemn
rest.

40 And ye shall take you on the
first day the fruit of goodly trees,
branches of palm-trees, and
boughs of thick trees, and willows
of the brook, and ye shall rejoice
before the LORD your God seven

+ days.

41 And ye shall keep it a feast
unto the LORD seven days in the
year; it is a statute for ever in your
generations; ye shall keep it in the
seventh month.

42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven
days; all that are home-born in
Israel shall dwell in booths;

43 that your generations may
know that I made the children of
Israel to dwell in booths, when I
brought them out of the land of
Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

III. What was the purpose of the desert experience - Devarim 8:2-5
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1 All the commandment which I
command thee this day shall ye
observe to do, that ye may live, and
multiply, and go in and possess the
land which the LORD swore unto
your fathers.

2 And thou shalt remember all the
way which the LORD thy God hath
led thee these forty years in the
wilderness, that He might afflict
thee, to prove thee, to know what
was in thy heart, whether thou
wouldest keep His commandments,
or no.
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What is good about the Land
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The danger of prosperity
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3 And He afflicted thee, and
suffered thee to hunger, and fed
thee with manna, which thou
knewest not, neither did thy fathers
know; that He might make thee
know that man doth not live by
bread only, but by every thing that
proceedeth out of the mouth of the
LORD doth man live.

4 Thy raiment waxed not old upon
thee, neither did thy foot swell,
these forty years.

5 And thou shalt consider in thy
heart, that, as a man chasteneth his
son, so the LORD thy God
chasteneth thee.

6 And thou shalt keep the
commandments of the LORD thy
God, to walk in His ways, and to
fear Him.

7 For the LORD thy God bringeth
thee into a good land, a land of
brooks of water, of fountains and
depths, springing forth in valleys
and hills;

8 a land of wheat and barley, and
vines and fig-trees and
pomegranates; a land of olive-trees
and honey;

9 a land wherein thou shalt eat
bread without scarceness, thou shalt
not lack any thing in it; a land
whose stones are iron, and out of
whose hills thou mayest dig brass.

10 And thou shalt eat and be
satisfied, and bless the LORD thy
God for the good land which He
hath given thee.

11 Beware lest thou forget the
LORD thy God, in not keeping His
commandments, and His
ordinances, and His statutes, which
I command thee this dayj;
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12 lest when thou hast eaten and art
satisfied, and hast built goodly
houses, and dwelt therein;

13 and when thy herds and thy
flocks multiply, and thy silver and
thy gold is multiplied, and all that
thou hast is multiplied;

14 then thy heart be lifted up, and
thou forget the LORD thy God,
who brought thee forth out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage;

15 who led thee through the great
and dreadful wilderness, wherein
were serpents, fiery serpents, and
scorpions, and thirsty ground where
was no water; who brought thee
forth water out of the rock of flint;

16 who fed thee in the wilderness
with manna, which thy fathers
knew not, that He might afflict thee,
and that He might prove thee, to do
thee good at thy latter end;

17 and thou say in thy heart: 'My
power and the might of my hand
hath gotten me this wealth.’

18 But thou shalt remember the LORD
thy God, for it is He that giveth thee
power to get wealth, that He may
establish His covenant which He swore
unto thy fathers, as it is this day

The danger of prosperity leading to affluence is greatest during the
end of the fruit harvest season - hence a time to remember the
purpose of our desert experience.

A yearly reminder at an appropriate time!

IV. compare with the story of the manna in Shmot chapter 16

Note connection as well to shemitta



V. Rashbam on Vayikra 23:43
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