Sefer Devarim - the most misunderstood book in the Bible
For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Class # 3 - Why & Where Sefer Devarim belongs in Sefer Shmot

I. Review of first two classes
Chapters 5 thru 26 form main speech in Sefer Devarim

In it, Moshe Rabeinu reviews a set of laws that God gave him
on Har Sinai together with the first Luchot

Chapters 1 thru 4 formed an introductory speech-

Explaining why it has been 40 years since these laws were
first given, and serves as a ‘pep-talk’ to assure the new
generation will not repeat their mistakes

In today's shiur, we will try to identify where the laws of this main
speech belong chronologically in Sefer Shmot, and why they became a
separate book

II. Review of the story in chapter 5

-DN MDY 92T NIND OMATD-NX N
NN VUKD TIRR 02 DIONP-92
,02509% ;902 ND) bm bw--bmy-n
OYN 05 ,003AN NNY Y -5y

TINN DIPN-NN DIYNYD PN VY
PP ; YND YA 00, TYNn
.DDNPY) DIVIY OYN-DD UK

INTION MM NNID YD NIINM D
NIYRY DP-NNY1DTI-NN) 172
12773 PN MID DPD ; UND TN
O DTRD-NN DTN

18 These words the LORD spoke unto
all your assembly in the mount out of
the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and
of the thick darkness, with a great
voice, and it went on no more. And He
wrote them upon two tables of stone,
and gave them unto me.

19 And it came to pass, when ye heard
the voice out of the midst of the
darkness, while the mountain did burn
with fire, that ye came near unto me,
even all the heads of your tribes, and
your elders;

20 and ye said: 'Behold, the LORD our
God hath shown us His glory and His
greatness, and we have heard His voice
out of the midst of the fire; we have
seen this day that God doth speak with
man, and he liveth.
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21 Now therefore why should we die?
for this great fire will consume us; if
we hear the voice of the LORD our
God any more, then we shall die.

22 For who is there of all flesh, that
hath heard the voice of the living God
speaking out of the midst of the fire, as
we have, and lived?

23 Go thou near, and hear all that the
LORD our God may say; and thou
shalt speak unto us all that the LORD
our God may speak unto thee; and we
will hear it and do it.’

24 And the LORD heard the voice of
your words, when ye spoke unto me;
and the LORD said unto me: ’I have
heard the voice of the words of this
people, which they have spoken unto
thee; they have well said all that they
have spoken.

25 Oh that they had such a heart as this
alway, to fear Me, and keep all My
commandments, that it might be well
with them, and with their children for
ever!

26 Go say to them: Return ye to your
tents.

27 But as for thee, stand thou here by
Me, and I will speak unto thee all the
commandment, and the statutes, and
the ordinances, which thou shalt teach
them, that they may do them in the land
which I give them to possess it.’

Deuteronomy Chapter 6 0°931
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1 Now this is the commandment, the

statutes, and the ordinances, which the
LORD your God commanded to teach
you, that ye might do them in the land

whither ye go over to possess it—-



IIT. Overall structure of the main speech:

Chapter 5 Moshe Rabeinu retells the story of Maamad Har Sinai,
and how he received at that time - the laws that he is about to teach

Chapters 6->11 - The “mitzvah” section , the love & fear of God

/ From “shema” to “v’haya im shmoah”

Chapters 12->26 - The “chukim u’mishpatim” section

/ The Laws that will establish God’s nation

IV. Parallel story in Shmot 24:12-18,
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after Maamad Har Sinai

12 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Come up to Me into the mount and be
there; and I will give thee the tables of
stone, and the law and the
commandment, which I have written,
that thou mayest teach them.’

13 And Moses rose up, and Joshua his
minister; and Moses went up into the
mount of God.

14 And unto the elders he said: 'Tarry ye
here for us, until we come back unto
you; and, behold, Aaron and Hur are
with you; whosoever hath a cause, let
him come near unto them.’

15 And Moses went up into the mount,
and the cloud covered the mount.

16 And the glory of the LORD abode
upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered
it six days; and the seventh day He
called unto Moses out of the midst of the
cloud.

17 And the appearance of the glory of
the LORD was like devouring fire on the
top of the mount in the eyes of the
children of Israel.

18 And Moses entered into the midst of
the cloud, and went up into the mount;
and Moses was in the mount forty days
and forty nights.



V. When Moshe finally teaches these laws
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29 And it came to pass, when Moses came
down from mount Sinai with the two
tables of the testimony in Moses’ hand,
when he came down from the mount, that
Moses knew not that the skin of his face
sent forth beams while He talked with
him.

30 And when Aaron and all the children of
Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his
face sent forth beams; and they were
afraid to come nigh him.

31 And Moses called unto them; and
Aaron and all the rulers of the
congregation returned unto him; and
Moses spoke to them.

32 And afterward all the
children of Israel came nigh,
and he gave them in
commandment all that the
LORD had spoken with him in
mount Sinai.

33 And when Moses had done speaking
with them, he put a veil on his face.



