Sefer Devarim- the most misunderstood book in the Bible
/Class # 6

For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Whose idea was it to appoint judges — Yitro or Moshe?

The first speech & its purpose .

I. Intro

In our earlier classes, we identified the 'first speech’ -
chapters 1 thru 4 - showing how it serves as introduction to
the main speech [chapters 5 thru 26].

In today’s shiur we begin with the opening section of the
first speech, in attempt to understand why ‘Yitro is missing’,
afterward we continue by outlining the main sections of that
speech, with a focus on the first half of chapter 4.

II. Review of the first speech (1:6 thru 4:40) and its purpose
A. Why the need for a ‘pep talk’ — What Moshe Rabeinu fears:
Chapter 1. That new generation will repeat mistakes of first!

and nation will decide not to cross the Jordan & conquer

Chapter 2. - Fear of defeat, like last time (story of spies)

Why we took bypass road, and didn’t engage Edom/ Moav...
Moshe Rabeinu not with us/ hence NO miracles...
Chapter 3. Reasons why we should conquer the Land
As Hashem promised, and He helped with Sichon & Og

Chapter 4. God’s help CONTIGENT on your keeping mitzvot

And fear of idol worship



ITI. Opening section of first speech — Objective analysis —

Let’s read first few psukim and divide into logical paragraphs

Noting digression:

SPEECH BEGINS HERE
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LET’S FOCUS ON THE TANGENT & ITS TOPIC
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ANOTHER OPTION RE: WHERE DIGRESSION ENDS:

70 02 NAY DY 27 IDRY 2902 YR 12T WIOHR NI Y )

PIR D20 9IN2Y I N29W 103 NI VIV YD HR) 7IDRD 10 IR D7 WDI N9 T
1179 02 2T INID TV 129D 1IN

DIIR? DYNIR? MY YIYI TYR PIRD DR 1WA PIRD IR D7297 A0 IR N
‘DPINR DY DN? NNY PR pY’?

:DINR NRY 1727 92IR KD INRY RIND NP2 DIIR INR) O

1377 D2OYN 39102 TYD DI DINR NN DO My ?

1022 137 TYR2 DINR TIIN D’HYS 2% 02 DY7Y 4D DIMIR IR M N

:097) DIRYII DTY 7727 RYR MR 1

DPYRII DRYRI DPPIVY DYT) D)2) DRJN YR 037 117 »

MIYY? NI2T IYR 12T 210 1INRA) DR NYMm T

D7DV MIYY 7191 DY 1Y) NIRD ) EZR MY 027y DWRT DNIR DR YT D0 DYIR DYVIY YRT DR NpR) 10
DPVIVY

A7 PR VIR P VR P2 PTY DHYOYI DPNR 13 YRY 10R? RIND NP2 DYVIY NR NI¥R) 10

PAYNYI YR PAIPH DIN YR TUR TITM RIN DOTIRY VAYAN 0D WK 190 MNN KY PYRYR Y130 10p2 0aWUnRI 0719 1IN KY P

VYR YR DITN '7;) NR RIND N2 DINR NIXR) W

IYRD ARD D YT DIPRT IYR RIND RN DITIN 92700 YD DR 1211 2700 Yo O
9172 UTR TY RN NDR IWTOR NI MR

MY NI 5K NI YR MHRD I TY DNRD DIYR INR) D

RPVR 98 72 PDAR YR M2 127 TYRD W 1LY PIRD DR T1aY PIOR NI 103 IR KD
NNR YR

IV. Why Yitro is not mentioned
A. General intro —camp analogy -/ hadracha vs chinuch
[what is job of shul Rabbi....]

Instruction vs conflict resolution

B. What event is 1:9 referring to?
DINR NRY r72Y Y2IR RY IHRY 200 nya navw k) v:
Shmot chapter 18
Or Bamidbar chapter 11!
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10 And Moses heard the people
weeping, family by family, every
man at the door of his tent; and the
anger of the LORD was kindled
greatly; and Moses was displeased.

11 And Moses said unto the LORD:
'Wherefore hast Thou dealt ill with
Thy servant? and wherefore have I
not found favour in Thy sight, that
Thou layest the burden of all this
people upon me?

12 Have I conceived all this people?
have I brought them forth, that Thou
shouldest say unto me: Carry them in
thy bosom, as a nursing-father
carrieth the sucking child, unto the
land which Thou didst swear unto
their fathers?

13 Whence should I have flesh to
give unto all this people? for they
trouble me with their weeping,
saying: Give us flesh, that we may
eat.

14 [ am not able to bear all this
people myself alone, because it is too
heavy for me.

15 And if Thou deal thus with me,
kill me, I pray Thee, out of hand, if |
have found favour in Thy sight; and
let me not look upon my
wretchedness.’ {P}

16 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Gather unto Me seventy men of the
elders of Israel, whom thou knowest
to be the elders of the people, and
officers over them; and bring them
unto the tent of meeting, that they
may stand there with thee.

17 And I will come down and speak
with thee there; and I will take of the
spirit which is upon thee, and will put
it upon them; and they shall bear the
burden of the people with thee, that
thou bear it not thyself alone.



IV. Chapter 4 - analyzing its sections:
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