Send My People Out - or Let My People Go
Re-examining the story of the Exdous - Part IV

Did Pharoah change his mind, or did God change His Plan
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction /

In our first class, we explained the title for our series-
showing that Moshe's primary goal was to convince Pharoah and
the entire Egyptian people, that it was in their own interest to
SEND THE PEOPLE OUT - demand that they go serve their God
a three day distance into the desert - as this would finally put
an end to the cycle of devastative Plagues that are ruining
Egypt.

Permission to leave would not suffice, as 6od wanted the
ENTIRE nation to leave; plus - this also created a positive
atmosphere for ‘borrowing’ whatever we asked for - from the
Egyptian people - as we left to serve our God.

We also posited that Egypt never feared that the Jews
would not return, rather their only fear was a possible take-
over - and that this would explain why Pharoah was so reluctant
to let them leave, and why there was no fear of Egypt finding
out the 'true plan’ to leave Egypt forever, as no one would
believe it.

This week, we return to that study to show how it explains
why Pharoah changes his mind, AFTER he sends them out- as
well as for the need for the ‘crossing of the Red Sea'.



I. Review of our key points - in order of Sefer Shmot
What was Egypt afraid of? Shmot 1:8-10
Am Yisrael leaving Egypt - OR - taking over Egypt? |
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Who is taking Israel of Egypt: Hashem or Moshe?
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Now You 60, I'm sending you to Pharoah | & TAKE My People out of Egypt

Who am I, to 6O to Pharoah? HOW can I convince Pharoah to do so
The BUSH is the sign I'll be with you Tell him we need to sacrifice to our God




II. Moshe's ‘double’ mission - to the People & Pharoah
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Egyptians./

Failure 1: Moshe's first encounter with Pharoah - chapter 5
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Moshe confronts Hashem, asking why did it only get worse!
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III. Chapter 7 - An intro — to the NINE PLAGUES
Common theme, Pharoah will say NO !!!
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IV. The same warning:
See also before each Plague: Shmot 7:14; 7:26; 8:16;9:1; 9:13;& 10:3
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Pharaoh gives in - each time a little bit more...
Shmot 8:21 - after 4% Plague
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Shmot 10:7-9 - After 7 Plagues - The ‘cabinet’ is convinced
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After 7t Plague - Pharoah allows ONLY the men to go worship
Why is he reluctant to send the women & children?
What is he afraid of

And how does he understand Moshe’s demands



After the 9% Plague - Pharoah gives in to almost every demand:
Shmot 10:24-29
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Now — CHAPTER 11
1 And the LORD said unto Moses:
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Shmot 11:4-8 The final warning before the 10 Plague
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V. * THE EXODUS *- to freedom, or to worship Shmot 12:29-36
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Follow the THREE DAY JOURNEY:
DAY ONE - From Raamses to Succot: Shmot 12:37
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DAY TWO- From Succot to Eitam, & armed! shmot 13:17-23
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DAY THREE- To the Desert, or Back to Egypt? Shmot 14:1-4
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VI. How & Why God changes the PLAN - Shmot 13:17-20
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Shmot 14:1-11 Pharoah 'takes the bait' & declares
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17 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh
had let the people go, that God led them
not by the way of the land of the
Philistines, although that was near; for
God said: 'Lest peradventure the people
repent when they see war, and they
return to Egypt./

18 But God led the people about, by the
way of the wilderness by the Red Sea;
and the children of Israel went up
armed out of the land of Egypt.

19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with
him; for he had straitly sworn the children of
Israel, saying: 'God will surely remember
you; and ye shall carry up my bones away
hence with you.’

20 And they took their journey from
Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the
edge of the wilderness.

warl:

1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses,
saying:

2 'Speak unto the children of Israel, that
they turn back and encamp before Pi-
hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea,
before Baal-zephon, over against it
shall ye encamp by the sea.

3 And Pharaoh will say of the children
of Israel: They are entangled in the
land, the wilderness hath shut them in.

4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and
he shall follow after them; and I will
get Me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon
all his host; and the Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORD.” And they
did so.

5 And it was told the king of Egypt that
the people were fled; and the heart of
Pharaoh and of his servants was turned
towards the people, and they said:
'What is this we have done, that we
have let Israel go from serving us?

6 And he made ready his chariots, and
took his people with him.

7 And he took six hundred chosen
chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt,
and captains over all of them.

8 And the LORD hardened the heart of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued
after the children of Israel; for the
children of Israel went out with a high
hand.

9 And the Egyptians pursued after them,
all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh,
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End Results ---
e Egypt loses the war-, thanks to God’s intervention

and his horsemen, and his army, and
overtook them encamping by the sea,
beside Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-
zephon.

10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the
children of Israel lifted up their eyes,
and, behold, the Egyptians were
marching after them; and they were
sore afraid; and the children of Israel
cried out unto the LORD.

11 And they said unto Moses: 'Because
there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou
taken us away to die in the wilderness?
wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us,
to bring us forth out of Egypt?

12 [s not this the word that we spoke
unto thee in Egypt, saying: Let us
alone, that we may serve the Egyptians?
For it were better for us to serve the
Egyptians, than that we should die in
the wilderness.’

13 And Moses said unto the people:
'Fear ye not, stand still, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which He will
work for you to-day; for whereas ye
have seen the Egyptians to-day, ye shall
see them again no more for ever.

14 The LORD will fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace.’

e Hence - Bnei Yisrael keep the 'spoils' (and what they ‘borrowed’)
e God's promises from "brit bein ha'btarim" have been fulfilled -

o The 'enslaver' has been punished
o Bnei Yisrael leave with 'great wealth

o Nobody lied! Instead Egypt is paid back for 19 122NN NAN-
e Bnei Yisrael travel into desert to worship God at Har Sinai'
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