Send My People Out - or Let My People Go

Re-examining the story of the Exdous - Part V

Three Days or Seven Weeks - Was Mt. Sinai the goal or a ‘rest-stop’
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction /

Over and over again, Moshe requests from Pharoah that
the SEND the People out a ‘three day distance into the desert’
to worship their God. Finally, after ten plagues, Pharoah not
only sends them out - he expels them to ensure that they will
worship their God in the hope that this will finally put an end to
the Plagues.

If indeed, Mt. Sinai is a 'three day distance’ from Egypt,
why does it take close to seven weeks for Am Yisrael to finally
arrive at Mt. Sinai to worship Hashem.

In our final class of this series, we attempt to explain why.

[As an intro, discuss the 'three types of Passover Seder']

I. Review -'Three days distance to serve God' / Shmot 3:7-20
;n”’g',N qo?wx’ ,ﬂ?, ﬁ::_‘)_” 9 10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee

unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My

R =2 3 R) A ;bNﬂ\’), =93 MY -NN NS’ﬂ’ people the children of Israel out of Egypt.’

z . 1 by oy 42 -yl § 12 And He said: ’Certainly I will be with
’:)Z:l ,-: ’n,Nt‘ #l’b ﬂt’ "pr:” ﬂ’ﬂN ,? "‘”N”— R thee; and this shall be the token unto thee,
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’ﬂ-}‘o ‘)‘,:]‘,J ,” ’ﬂ,ﬂbxa -ﬂN ”"l’:)_’jj shall serve God upon this mountain.’
Rashbam vs. Rashi

60, I'm sending you to Pharoah & TAKE My People out of Egypt

Who am I, to GO to Pharoah? In what MERIT (or)

HOW can I convince Pharoah to do so

The BUSH is the sign T'll be with you Rashi - To receive the Torah

Rashbam -Tell him we need to sacrifice to our God




Moshe's 'double’ mission - to the People & Pharoah
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Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall
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Moshe's first encounter with Pharoah - chapter 5
13>by NP3 D2YND "172*{ ﬁDN’) 3 3 And they said: 'The God of the Hebrews

hath met with us. Let us go, we pray thee,
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sacrifice unto the LORD our God; lest He fall
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After NINE PLAGUES of Pharoah saying NO !!

THE EXODUS *- to freedom, or to worship Shmot 12:29-36
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there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was
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Follow the THREE DAY JOURNEY:

DAY ONE - From Raamses to Succot: Shmot 12:37
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DAY TWO- From Succot to Eitam, & armed! shmot 13:17-23
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DAY THREE- To the Desert, or Back to Egypt? Shmot 14:1-4
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II. The three day journey - to Mara? / Shmot 15:22-27
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III. The theme of “nisayon” continues/ Shmot 16:1-4
_'JN ij_\’)"’JJ. J'\"_f}"b? 1N32] ,Db’ND ,1)’0’] N 1 And they took their journey from Elim, and

all the congregation of the children of Israel

ﬂ\’)):D:_l--’J’U ]):n D‘J’N']’J j\e)z:{ ,]’U-'\:_l‘m came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is

between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of

. D,ﬂsn \(ﬂN” ansb P ,)\’)‘D \’)‘[’h? D” ‘1\’)” the second month after their departing out of
T o T : ; T T the land of Egypt.

,5N'1\’)’-’)3 ﬂj}"b? (13113,1) 1),5,1 a 2 And the whole congregation of the children

: of Israel murmured against Moses and against
137)33"]‘\0?:('5)_’1 ﬂ\’))ﬁ'b)_’ Aaron in the wilderness;
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?.“)1-):1-10 ‘])U-by 133‘13\’)3 ’07‘13)3 \{ij ﬂ]n) LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the

: flesh-pots, when we did eat bread to the full;

'bN NN DﬂNSiﬂ-’D- )’:I,Y)b Dr\b])bDN:l for ye have brought us forth into this
¥ T oo ) T ” ¢ T ¢ wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with

2y72 D YD -92-0N NNY 73D 127N hunger (8]
" : hen said th un : 'Behold,
VNI I VINIY T il cuuse o brad fom heaven for you;

and the people shall go out and gather a day’s

; o,’??“j -1’: nnb DD? ‘])DDD )J)ﬂ portion every day, that I may prove them,

; i ] whether they will walk in My law, or not.
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Preparation for Har Sinai - or for living in Israel / see concluding verses:

’]‘-]ng-bz:g ﬂ\_)_)')g '\)QN’] %Y 33 And Moses said unto Aaron: 'Take a

jar, and put an omerful of manna therein,

-NOn n@\?']ﬂ] DN TZIZ NP and lay it up before the LORD, to be
,MN? ’327 NN NI ; 19,9997 kept throughout your generations.
.DNIT? NHYRY
; ,—]\_)_)}3-‘7;3 ;1IN MY IYND ' 34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so
Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to

DPYR7 NI 2399 DRI bl
0 -NN ﬂb_bN ,“-pgﬂ'\p? 3499 ~Y 35 And the children of Israel did eat the

manna forty years, until they came to a

NIN-ON ,OND-TY--7IY OIYIIN |3nd inhabited, they did cat the manna,
,ON2-4Y--100N )AD-NN : NAYI until they came unto the borders of the
‘v_,;: \“‘N ‘;'IS‘P'bN land of Canaan.

DISCUSS CONCEPT OF PREPARTION FOR BECOMING GOD’S NATION
HOW TO FULFILL BRIT AVOT
CONQUEST OF THE LAND VS. BEING A ‘LIGHT TO OTHER NATIONS’



IV. The “nisayon” at Refidim - chapter 17
,]’U-ﬁ:_l"m)ﬂ bNﬁT\’)"’Jj Zﬂ"_f}"b? 1)’v,1 N 1 And all the congregation of the children of

Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, by

1Yy n R 5 . ). O =-H\y-- D) their stages, according to the commandment of
0T 9-\3 ’]JD'] ’ﬂln: 2 b)" o7 ”vpb the LORD, and encamped in Rephidim; and

ﬂ?‘o ﬂn\’)b ’ﬂ’)_j 1,N) there was no water for the people to drink.
D’D ub-un ,Y\DN’I ”—w)m_oy ,D)’ﬂ 3.\’] a 2 Wherefore the people strove with Moses, and

said: 'Give us water that we may drink.” And

) % . MV Moses said unto them: 'Why strive ye with
?nwn ,Dﬂ? -‘DN 1 ! ﬂﬂ\’))] me? wherefore do ye try the LORD?
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’nwn_by D)T’D ]‘72] ’D,D? D)T’D D\? pr,] p) 3 And the people thirsted there for water; and

the people murmured against Moses, and said:

’ﬂN nngaj ,D"IS)Q)Q 1333)7}),-] ,—n ,-])9? ,.\an 'Wherefore hast thou brought us up out of

= Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle

N);;:_l ,’gpﬂ'ﬂN] ’;;l-ﬂN) with thirst?’
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’prU],D)_”Q 71)’ "n’(D almost ready to stone me.’
’D)T’D ,ng ‘13}1 ,ﬂ\’)b'bN ’—]1‘—], .\DN’] - 5 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Pass on

before the people, and take with thee of the

j: ::‘,:ﬂ ‘1\98 ’:[0)91 ’bN‘l\))) )3‘7’()3 ";[nN n‘?] elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou

smotest the river, take in thy hand, and go.
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the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the

; D)T)D n]:“?] ’n”; j)”’: ’st’ .\]3:_1 D)D'—n rock, and there shall Cf)me water out of it, that
the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the

bN‘l\’)’ ’JP’( ’J’)’b ’ﬂ\)))ﬁ ]D \’))_)2]_ sight of the elders of Israel.
’J:l :l’j'b)_’ n;,’n’ ﬂ?’_: ’01‘7)9'—) D\’) N—lp,] ? 7 And the name of the place was called

Massah, and Meribah, because of the striving

1 Ly i Vs> ofthe children of Israel, and because they tried
,ﬂ”Nb ﬂl‘n >=nN n::‘v; b”’ "JN.!'W the LORD, saying: 'Is the LORD among us, or
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,ﬂ‘l’,g‘ja ;5N‘1\’)"ﬁ” un?’l r\’b@}’ ,NJZI ') % ;I"Il)lglr(li icéllr.ne Amalek, and fought with Israel in
NXX) ’D?\).)jz_x.{ ]jb-"]r_\:l 3_’\’)1‘1-]7'51*{ nwn jDN’] v 9 And Moses said unto Joshua: 'Choose us out

men, and go out, fight with Amalek; tomorrow

,ﬂ¥330 \’)N-\'b)_’ 333 )D)B nD)fg ’Pbpy; Dn?n gvgzilllztﬁl}?l?%éh? top of the hill with the rod of
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Note from Refidim, next stop is Har Sinai/ Shmot 19:1-2:

SN NINNY VYW WTHAa N 1 Inthe third month after the children of
A o ’-,' sy TS Israel were gone forth out of the land of
Y0 BPA--D2XD XN Egypt, the same day came they into the
AP0 927D IN2D wilderness of Sinai.

220 92 %Nﬁ?l ,057°991 19 2 2 And when they were departed from

' Rephidim, and were come to the
’ .1;”)3; _rDD?] wilderness of Sinai, they encamped in
00 TN ,7N'1\’)’ DVY-Y?) the wilderness; and there Israel

encamped before the mount.



V. Three days of preparation at Har Sinai:
,D’ﬂbNﬂ'bN ,l—lb)’ ﬂ\’))ﬁ) p) 3 And Moses went up unto God, and the

LORD called unto him out of the mountain,
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and how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and

IIN DINN NANY , DY) 29)2-9Y DNy brovght you unio Myself
,,bzpa ’”nwn ”’nw ~ON ,ﬂ’“_” ) 5 Now therefore, if ye will hearken unto My

: voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye
‘nb)v ,b nn,"n’ - -,n,ﬂa-nx ,Oh‘”ﬁ\’)? shall be Mine own treasure frqm among all
oDt ot G o peoples; for all the earth is Mine;
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priests, and a holy nation. These are the

bxlw’ ,)a-bN , ﬂ:‘!n A‘wB , n,ﬂ;‘[‘o , ‘nbN words which thou shalt speak unto the

children of Israel.’

,Dﬂ’)gb D\,)ZI ’Dya ,thb N-lp,l ”—]\,)D NJZ] ? 7 And Moses came and called for the elders

of the people, and set before them all these

ﬂ]i'l’ ,11'113 1\))2:{ ,ﬂbN‘D D’h\;.rt"b? nN words which the LORD commanded him.

MM 12T-IYN 52, AN VTN2 DYD-52 M) N S5 el e TORD hth spoken e wi

ﬂlﬂ)-bN ’D)T)D )‘]J‘r-ﬂN ﬂ\)))g 3\))21 ’ﬂ\))yg do.” And Moses reported the words of the

people unto the LORD.

3)_’3 :P‘JN N:Tl ’DJB ﬂJl_] ,ﬂ\’)n'bN ﬂ]ﬂ’ -\DN’] v 9 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Lo, I

come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the

137)32:{2 :[J'DA] "[)Tgy )"]:1‘_[’:1 Dya )’)_3\’)’ ‘113}):_1 ’nyﬂ people may hear when I speak with thee, and

may also believe thee for ever.” And Moses

‘nl‘n, -bN ,°¥0 ,ﬂ:‘T-nN ‘n\’)n nf34) ; D?})’b told the words of the people unto the LORD.
’D)T’D_bN -[b nwn_bN i-ni-], .\DN’] 9 10 And the LORD said unto Moses: ‘Go unto

: the people, and sanctify them to-day and to-
Dnbn\)) ’]DJD] ; min)ak D])ﬂ Dn‘))‘rp] morrow, and let them wash their garments,
. c G ; y db d inst the third day; for th
D120 :OWYIIWD O 05993 D) N thirdday the LORD will come dowy in he
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MNP WX, 0¥D-52 TINN were in the camp trembled.
Discussion
Why did Hashem leave Moshe on Har Sinai for 40 days...
Was “chet ha’Egel” another test for readiness?
Sin of the Spies —
Underlying question —
why is first generation not ready for the conquest:



Conclusion of Mishkan unit —= Shmot 29:44-46
STYIN SIN-NN YAVIPY 1 44 And I will sanctify the tent of meeting,

) ) and the altar; Aaron also and his sons will I
~’.b ]ﬂ?b yYWTRN P-NN) NOXR-TINY ; NATID-NN) sanctify, to minister to Me in the priest’s

office.

. V19 %999 4914 I+ } 45 And I will dwell among the children of
’ bN‘!VJ ): ‘nﬂ: ’ n)?\?’ m Israel, and will be their God.

DYIDNY , 0N INMM
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h“vz-\{ ’DD l—]bN n]rn: JB 2 ,1)’771 m LORD their God, that brought them forth

,):g,b ,077_3)3 \{"\N)g Dj:]N m Ngjﬂ out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell
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VI. Tehillim 78:
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AN PNINDY ; ONR-IIDYN INDYY NDY - commandments
: : 8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn
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T - - i :
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Continuation of the Psalm explains the eternal lesson of the makkot
[note how it explains the Midrash of 250 plagues]

i9-1239) . DVYYY - D192 IO Y 36 But they beguiled Him with their mouth, and
' FERITEITES T T =T lied unto Him with their tongue.

Yy 9 =N - 37 For their heart was not stedfast with Him,
/ ”:” ”:; N> / D;b? 4 neither were they faithful in His covenant.
AN923 998 N3

5PNV =NYY --”” 499 ,0N9 NYAY N 38 But He, being full of compassion, forgiveth
y 7 : v = N : iniquity, and destroyeth not; {IN}

-‘;’? ;‘””3'&53: j 2N 3’\905 ’ ﬂ?“ﬂ’ yea, many a time doth He turn His anger away,
NN and doth not stir up all His wrath.

; ,—]p,—] ‘-\'\?;-)3 ’1'35?] VY 39 So He remembered that they were but flesh, a
il . wind that passeth away, and cometh not again.
IV NDY L T290 NN

;72792 m—m-”:gz 79D N 40 How oft did they rebel against Him in the
wilderness, and grieve Him in the desert!

JIDOYID IMINY
. 4 V"Y' L 41 And still again they tried God, and set
y/ bN ’VQ ,l ’:’wz’— N1 bounds to thegHoly O}Ille of Israel.
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;1"1” -5IN 1991 =NY 4y 92 They remembered not His hand, nor the day
ay ,”5 D‘l’b " .\’5N o when He redeemed them from the adversary.
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}”n’.ﬂlﬂ ,09803 ov "“.925 213 43 How He set His signs in Egypt, and His
T ]”8 ;'\‘1"\’53 ”-n-g”m wonders in the field of Zoan;
YISV A V]V

. YN et 44 And turned their rivers into blood, so that
§ DIPIR, ) D'Ib 19021 .‘1')9 they could not drink their streams.
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. iy ; - 5199 45 He sent among them swarms of flies, which
! D??N 1,20 Dﬂ;l ﬁ?\’_): m devoured them; and frogs, which destroyed

ODNYM YTI9¥Y  them.
.ﬂﬂ'\Nb ,D)”)’] ; qu:p b’Uﬁb ]ﬂ;] )9 96 He gave also their increase unto the

caterpillar, and their labour unto the locust.

5Snina ,Dﬂi)ﬁ‘\?\’)] ;D)9 1723 Y1) 9 47 He destroyed their vines with hail, and their

sycamore-trees with frost.

DNNDNY  ; DYYA TIAY 7)D2) NP 48 He gave over their cattle also to the hail, and
r=LR e LR TS D’_ﬂ_\’)ﬁb their flocks to fiery bolts.

oY) 999y - ~I9N ]1"1‘1 ,Dﬁ'f\b\’)’ V) 49 He sent forth upon them the fierceness of His

anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, a

~°’”‘1 ,DB,’_: ,ﬂf_\?\’)” ;‘ﬂ‘1$1 sending of messengers of evil.
AN TVWA-N . 9§60 ) 5qy 4 50 He levelled a path for His anger; He spared
AR Y N 1911{? 1 O?gi ) not their soul from death, but gave their life
W’)Uﬂ WJT? ;Djjzr_“ ’ D\?QJ over to the pestilence;
.0 1 1Y99-99 7> 51 And smote all the first-born in Egypt, the
j D133 ﬁjg:il b? T‘] N3 first-fruits of their strength in the tents of Ham;
.ON-21N3 ,02)IN TPYNR)

.Y I N ) 52 But He made His own people to go forth like
VBV INXD YD) 2) sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a
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27m12 ,97y0 oy flock

-INY  YTNO NYY .NVAY ONYYY H) 53 And He led them safely, and they feared not;
ORI : 1T =E e T LE- 2 T byt the sea overwhelmed their enemies.
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. YV 1)~ 1y 54 And He brought them to His holy border, to
! W)TQ ?13} bN /O 31 & the mountain, which His right hand had gotten.
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-3 AT MY 55 He drove out the nations also before them,
oM ! Dﬂ 39)3 \’J'\; 1M and allotted them for an inheritance by line, {N}
; ﬂ?DJ b:lﬁ:l ,07’92] ~ and made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their

INI LIV, DIPINNG YoYU tents

.9 1 - 4 99 ¢ 56 Yet they tried and provoked God, the Most
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j DINAND TN NP2 1 their fathers; they were turned aside like a
deceitful bow.
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