Converts or Strangers? Who Does the Torah Care About - Class # 6
The ‘stranger’ in Sefer Devarim

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag-

. Review of the chart:

How often ‘the stranger’ is mentioned
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Our primary distinction [“chiluk”]
Cases where WE are obligated to care for the ‘ger’
VS.
Instances where the ‘ger’ is OBLIGATED to keep a law!

In the latter — we always find the punishment of “karet”
i.e. he is ‘cut off’ from HIS NATION
which implies he must be Jewish, thus a convert
In contrast, when it is our obligation to the ‘stranger’, then it can imply any
‘stranger’ — i.e. either a convert or a gentile

Review of the 22 times in Sefer Devarim - Jew or Gentile?

Based on our conclusion from last few weeks:
ger asher b’tochachem =convert

or ‘ger’ & ‘ezrach’ together



A. Note, Devarim more than any other book!

Review what is special about Devarim

Moshe Rabeinu reviews the core laws that he received at Har Sinai on
the first 40 days together with the Ten Commandments, focusing not
only how individual behavior, but also on how a NATION can represent

God. — Main speech from chapter 5 thru 26.

Chapters 1 thru 4 - Introductory speech/ pep talk../ why its been 40 years

Outline of the main speech in Sefer Devarim, and its key sections:

Chapter 5 Moshe Rabeinu retells the story of Maamad Har Sinai,

and how he received at that time - the laws that he is about to teach
Chapters 6->11 - The "mitzvah” section , the love & fear of God

/ From “"shema"” to “v’haya im shmoah”
Chapters 12->26 - The "chukim u'mishpatim” section

/ The Laws that will establish God's nation

Examples of the parallel between the detailed laws and Dibrot

6-11

12-14

15-16

17-18

19-21

21-25

[THE 'MITZVA' SECTION]

| 'Ahavat Hashem', emuna

I Not worshipping 'avoda zara'
(parallel to the first two dibrot)

[THE 'CHUKIM U-MISHPATIM' SECTION]
Il Establishing God's Name in the Temple-
HAMAKOM ASHER YIVCHAR HASHEM I’shaken SHMO sham
(parallel to not saying God's Name in vain)

v The seven year Shmitta cycle & 3 regalim, 7 days of chag ha’matzot, 7 weeks, 7 days succot in 7" month
(parallel to Shabbat)

\Y The national leaders (shoftim, kohanim & levi'im, melech, and navi)
(parallel to honoring parents)

VI Laws of going to war, murder, and capital punishment

(parallel to 'lo tirtzach’)
VII-X Misc. laws 'bein adam le-chavero'
(parallel to the final dibrot)

Conclusion of the main speech [chps. 5->26] begins in 5:1 - with:
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And concludes in chapter 26 with:
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Afterward, blessings & curses:
[tochacha — w/ ceremony on Har Eival reliving Har Sinai]
Brit Nitzavim — eternal covenant, binding on all generations

Final Blessings & Mitzva of Hakhel — every seven years

II. YOUR STRANGER

One mention in the opening speech:
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And Shabbat in Ten Commandments
[Jew or Gentile ?]
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lll. The ‘ger’ in the mitzva section:
Emulating God: - chapter 10
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V. In the ‘chukim u’mishpatim’ section
Proof that the ‘ger’ in Devarim is NOT Jewish
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The needy in your community: [“maaser ani’]
']YJ.U 1'7m| 770 07 |'N D 170 N2

TTTTTT

(U 3.'r " n'n'r) wun wx T 'W.A,JY_J '7;); 1w'm ‘11'1;

Simchat Yom Tov — chapter 16/ shalosh regalim:
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Behavior in day to day life:
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V. The last two mitzvot of the main speech
[Bikurim & viduy maser] — chapter 26
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VI. The Tochacha
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Brit Ntizavim & Hakhel
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