Exploring the Torah's Chronological Integrity - class # 8
For One Evening or for Seven Days -

How often must we eat Matza?
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction

In numerous sources in the Torah, we find a commandment to eat
matza for SEVEN days: yet in Chazal and in psak Halacha, most
everyone are in agreement that we are only obligated to eat matza the

first night!

And even the source of this obligation is a source of

debate, is it based on the obligation to eat Matza with the Pesach, or is
it the core obligation to mark the beginning of chag ha'Matzot?

In today's class, we will try to understand why Chazal understand
that NOT eating (owning/ seeing) CHAMETZ for seven days -is way more
important than actually eating matza during those same days.

I. Review: The original commandment(s) to eat Matza

With the zevach Pesach - Shmot 12:8
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8 And they shall eat the flesh in that
night, roast with fire, and
unleavened bread; with bitter herbs
they shall eat it.

24 And ye shall observe this thing
for an ordinance to thee and to thy
sons for ever.

25 And it shall come to pass, when
ye be come to the land which the
LORD will give you, according as
He hath promised, that ye shall
keep this service.

26 And it shall come to pass, when
your children shall say unto you:
What mean ye by this service?

27 that ye shall say: It is the sacrifice of
the LORD'S passover, for that He
passed over the houses of the children
of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the
Egyptians, and delivered our houses.’
And the people bowed the head and
worshipped.

28 And the children of Israel went
and did so; as the LORD had
commanded Moses and Aaron, so
did they. {S}



Review of the key units of Shmot chapters 12-> 13

PSUKIM TOPIC

12:1-20 Hashem commands Moshe to tell Yisrael the LAWS of:
a. Korban Pesach in Egypt (12:3-13)
b. A celebration for future generations (12:14) — unclear which one!
c. The laws of eating matza (& no chametz) for seven days (12:15-20)

12:21-28  Moshe relays these laws to Bnei Yisrael,
but only the LAWS of:
a. Korban Pesach in Egypt (12:21-23)
b. Korban Pesach for future generations (12:24-28)
NOT the Laws of chag ha’Matzot

12:29-36  The STORY of the Tenth Plague and the Exodus
[How the Egyptians rushed Bnei Yisrael out of Egypt.]

12:37-42  The STORY of traveling from Egypt, baking matza,
and concluding remarks regarding the '400+30 years'...

12:43-50  Eternal LAWS re: offering Korban Pesach for future generations
[This section is titled -"zot chukat ha-Pesach™.]

12:51 A short summary pasuk - THIS DAY !l

13:1-10 A section re: Laws for Future Generations- given AFTER Exodus
13:1-2 -God commands Moshe
re: 'kedushat bechor'. [laws of the first born]

13:3-10 Moshe tells Bnei Yisrael the laws of:

eating matza for seven days ["chag ha'matzot"]
not eating (or owning) chametz for 7 days

13:11-16  Moshe tells Yisrael the LAWS of the 'first born'.

Let’s return now to show how 12:43-49 BELONGS after 12:3-13
I.e. this section was given BEFORE we left Egypt



ENTER before 12:14, or with 12:14 111
Show in Tanach:

Shmot 12: 43-49 = Defining Pesach Dorot
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The next year - Bamidbar chapter 9
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[i.e. here must insert a parshia recorded later!]

43 And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron:
'This is the ordinance of the passover: there
shall no alien eat thereof;

44 but every man’s servant that is bought for
money, when thou hast circumcised him, then
shall he eat thereof.

45 A sojourner and a hired servant shall not eat
thereof.

46 In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not
carry forth aught of the flesh abroad out of the
house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof.

47 All the congregation of Israel shall keep it.

48 And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee,
and will keep the passover to the LORD, let all
his males be circumcised, and then let him
come near and keep it; and he shall be as one
that is born in the land; but no uncircumcised
person shall eat thereof.

49 One law shall be to him that is homeborn,
and unto the stranger that sojourneth among
you.’

50 Thus did all the children of Israel; as the
LORD commanded Moses and Aaron, so did
they. {S}

51 And it came to pass the selfsame day that the
LORD did bring the children of Israel out of the
land of Egypt by their hosts.

1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses in
the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month
of the second year after they were come
out of the land of Egypt, saying:

2 'Let the children of Israel keep the
passover in its appointed season.

3 In the fourteenth day of this month, at
dusk, ye shall keep it in its appointed
season; according to all the statutes of it,
and according to all the ordinances
thereof, shall ye keep it.’

4 And Moses spoke unto the children of
Israel, that they should keep the
passover.

5 And they kept the passover in the first
month, on the fourteenth day of the
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To summarize:

month, at dusk, in the wilderness of
Sinai; according to all that the LORD
commanded Moses, so did the children
of Israel.

6 But there were certain men, who were
unclean by the dead body of a man, so
that they could not keep the passover on
that day; and they came before Moses
and before Aaron on that day.

7 And those men said unto him: 'We are
unclean by the dead body of a man;
wherefore are we to be kept back, so as
not to bring the offering of the LORD in
its appointed season among the children
of Israel?

8 And Moses said unto them: 'Stay ye,
that I may hear what the LORD will
command concerning you.’ { P}

9 And the LORD spoke unto Moses,
saying:

10 'Speak unto the children of Israel,
saying: If any man of you or of your
generations shall be unclean by reason of
a dead body, or be in a journey afar off,
yet he shall keep the passover unto the
LORD;

11 in the second month on the fourteenth
day at dusk they shall keep it; they shall
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs;

12 they shall leave none of it unto the
morning, nor break a bone thereof;
according to all the statute of the
passover they shall keep it.

13 But the man that is clean, and is not on
a journey, and forbeareth to keep the
passover, that soul shall be cut off from
his people; because he brought not the
offering of the LORD in its appointed
season, that man shall bear his sin.

14 And if a stranger shall sojourn among
you, and will keep the passover unto the
LORD: according to the statute of the
passover, and according to the ordinance
thereof, so shall he do; ye shall have one
statute, both for the stranger, and for him
that is born in the land.’

We find “pesach dorot” - for future generations, similar - yet
different from “pesach mitzraim” - as in the future, anything relating to
immediate danger of a Plague is no longer relevant - rather the memory
of that event, and its covenantal importance, becomes central.



II. The history of “"chag ha'matzot” Shmot 12:14-20
Note Hashem is talking to Moshe - this commandment INSERTED:

When is was given to Moshe unclear -

What is clear, it was only given to the Nation AFTER the Exodus!
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If his command was given AFTER the Exodus
makes perfect sensel

Especially AFTER Shmot 12:51 -

14 And this day shall be unto you
for a memorial, and ye shall keep it
a feast to the LORD; throughout
your generations ye shall keep it a
feast by an ordinance for ever.

15 Seven days shall ye eat
unleavened bread; howbeit the first
day ye shall put away leaven out of
your houses; for whosoever eateth
leavened bread from the first day
until the seventh day, that soul shall
be cut off from Israel.

16 And in the first day there shall be
to you a holy convocation, and in
the seventh day a holy convocation;
no manner of work shall be done in
them, save that which every man
must eat, that only may be done by
you.

17 And ye shall observe the feast of
unleavened bread; for in this
selfsame day have I brought your
hosts out of the land of Egypt;
therefore shall ye observe this day
throughout your generations by an
ordinance for ever.

18 In the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month at even,
ye shall eat unleavened bread, until
the one and twentieth day of the
month at even.

19 Seven days shall there be no
leaven found in your houses; for
whosoever eateth that which is
leavened, that soul shall be cut off
from the congregation of Israel,
whether he be a sojourner, or one
that is born in the land.

20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in
all your habitations shall ye eat
unleavened bread.” {P}

To support this, let’'s read Shmot chapter 13, as a direct
continuation of this commandment to Moshe to tell the People.
7DN7 ﬂ\’)b'bN ”—]1'—], -]J-pl N 1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:
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2 'Sanctify unto Me all the first-born, whatsoever
openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both
of man and of beast, it is Mine.’

3 And Moses said unto the people: 'Remember
this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out
of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand
the LORD brought you out from this place;
there shall no leavened bread be eaten.

4 This day ye go forth in the month Abib.

5 And it shall be when the LORD shall bring
thee into the land of the Canaanite, and the
Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Hivite, and the
Jebusite, which He swore unto thy fathers to
give thee, a land flowing with milk and honey,
that thou shalt keep this service in this month.

6 Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread,
and in the seventh day shall be a feast to the
LORD.

7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten throughout
the seven days; and there shall no leavened
bread be seen with thee, neither shall there be
leaven seen with thee, in all thy borders.

8 And thou shalt tell thy son in that day, saying:
It is because of that which the LORD did for me
when I came forth out of Egypt.

9 And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thy
hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes,
that the law of the LORD may be in thy mouth;
for with a strong hand hath the LORD brought
thee out of Egypt.

10 Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in its
season from year to year. {P}

11 And it shall be when the LORD shall bring
thee into the land of the Canaanite, as He swore
unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it
thee,

12 that thou shalt set apart unto the LORD all
that openeth the womb; every firstling that is a
male, which thou hast coming of a beast, shall
be the LORD'S.

III. From Historical to Agricultural- “shalosh r'galim”
At Matan Torah - Parshat Mishpatim 23:13-19
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9 And a stranger shalt thou not oppress; for ye
know the heart of a stranger, seeing ye were
strangers in the land of Egypt.

10 And six years thou shalt sow thy land, and
gather in the increase thereof;

11 but the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and
lie fallow, that the poor of thy people may eat;
and what they leave the beast of the field shall
eat. In like manner thou shalt deal with thy
vineyard, and with thy oliveyard.

12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, but on the
seventh day thou shalt rest; that thine ox and
thine ass may have rest, and the son of thy
handmaid, and the stranger, may be refreshed.

13 And in all things that I have said unto you
take ye heed; and make no mention of the
name of other gods, neither let it be heard out
of thy mouth.

14 Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto Me
in the year.

15 The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou
keep; seven days thou shalt eat unleavened
bread, as I commanded thee, at the time
appointed in the month Abib--for in it thou
camest out from Egypt; and none shall appear
before Me empty;

16 and the feast of harvest, the first-fruits of
thy labours, which thou sowest in the field;
and the feast of ingathering, at the end of the
year, when thou gatherest in thy labours out of
the field.

17 Three times in the year all thy males shall
appear before the Lord GOD.

18 Thou shalt not offer the blood of My
sacrifice with leavened bread; neither shall the
fat of My feast remain all night until the
morning.

19 The choicest first-fruits of thy land thou
shalt bring into the house of the LORD thy
God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in its mother’s
milk.

Note how “"chag ha'Matzot” is incorporated as part of the three
agricultural season holidays, based on 'Echoes of the Exodus”
IV. The Laws of Sefer Devarim- part of Matan Torah

The "shalosh regalim” are now detailed-



And COMBINE both themes
Devarim chapter 16
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1 Observe the month of Abib, and keep the
passover unto the LORD thy God; for in the
month of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee
forth out of Egypt by night.

2 And thou shalt sacrifice the passover-offering
unto the LORD thy God, of the flock and the
herd, in the place which the LORD shall choose
to cause His name to dwell there.

3 Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it;

seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread
therewith, even the bread of affliction; for in
haste didst thou come forth out of the land of
Egypt; that thou mayest remember the day when
thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt all the
days of thy life.

4 And there shall be no leaven seen with thee in
all they borders seven days; neither shall any of
the flesh, which thou sacrificest the first day at
even, remain all night until the morning.

§ Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover-
offering within any of thy gates, which the
LORD thy God giveth thee;

6 but at the place which the LORD thy God shall
choose to cause His name to dwell in, there thou
shalt sacrifice the passover-offering at even, at
the going down of the sun, at the season that
thou camest forth out of Egypt.

7 And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place
which the LORD thy God shall choose; and
thou shalt turn in the morning, and go unto thy
tents.

8 Six days thou shalt eat unleavened bread; and
on the seventh day shall be a solemn assembly
to the LORD thy God; thou shalt do no work
therein. {S}

9 Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee;
from the time the sickle is first put to the
standing corn shalt thou begin to number seven
weeks.

10 And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto
the LORD thy God after the measure of the
freewill-offering of thy hand, which thou shalt
give, according as the LORD thy God blesseth
thee.



11 And thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy
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V. Remembering WHAT happened, or WHY it happened!
The Biblical reason to tell the story /shmot 13:8

B. How to understand "Nt 11aya" -What do we explain to our children
Why did Hashem take me out?; or Why am I eating matza?
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Ibn Ezra: Rebbi Merinas explains — the verse should be read backwards "zeh ba'avur"”, This [matza that
we eat] is because God did miracles for me.... But in my opinion... "ba'avur zeh" implies For the sake



of this service — which is eating matza and not eating chametz, which are the first mitzvot that God

commanded us — God did these miracles...:
order that we would serve Him...

The reason — for God only took us out of Egypt in

Support from Moshe Rabeinu's speech /bevarim 6:20-25

20 When your son should ask you in time to
come, saying: 'What is the meaning of the
testimonies, statutes, and ordinances which
Hashem has commanded you? 21 then you
shall say to your son:: "We were once slaves
to Pharaoh in Egypt, & God took us out
with a mighty hand. 22 And Hashem
showed signs and great wonders upon
Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his
house, before our eyes. 23 And He
brought us out from there, IN ORDER
THAT He might bring us in, to give us the
Land which He swore unto our

fathers. 24 And Hashem commanded us to
do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our
God, for our good always, that He might
preserve us alive, as it is at this day. 25 And
it shall be righteousness...
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Brit Bein ha'Btarim The Covenant of the Parts / Breishit 15
The need for 'slavery & redemption’ to become God's Nation
[A ‘collective memory' that will affect our national behavior]
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VI. Redemption, and the need for PREPARATION:
God's commandment in Shmot 6:2-9 [Va'era]
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VII. What was so bad about Egyptian culture- Vayikra 18
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Followed by the "arayot” - forbidden relationship [incest...]
In 18:6-23, then summarized:
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The parallel source from Yechezkel chapter 20
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Note how the laws of chametz are parallel to the laws of ‘idol worship'.
Recall Zecharya's demand that Redemption become a ‘two-way' street!

VIII. Zecharya chapters 7
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Chapter 8
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11 But they refused to attend, and turned a
stubborn shoulder, and stopped their ears, that
they might not hear.

12 Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant
stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words
which the LORD of hosts had sent by His spirit by
the hand of the former prophets; therefore came
there great wrath from the LORD of hosts.

13 And it came to pass that, as He called, and they
would not hear; so they shall call, and I will not
hear, said the LORD of hosts;

14 For thus saith the LORD of host: As I purposed to do
evil unto you, when your fathers provoked Me, saith the
LORD of hosts, and I repented not;

15 so0 again do I purpose in these days to do good unto
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; fear ye not.

16 These are the things that ye shall do: Speak ye every
man the truth with his neighbour; execute the judgment
of truth and peace in your gates;

17 and let none of you devise evil in your hearts against
his neighbour; and love no false oath; for all these are
things that I hate, saith the LORD.’ {S}

18 And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me,
saying:

19 'Thus saith the LORD of hosts: The fast of the fourth
month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the
seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house
of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful seasons;
therefore love ye truth and peace. {P}

20 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: It shall yet come to
pass, that there shall come peoples, and the inhabitants
of many cities;

21 and the inhabitants of one city shall go to another,
saying: Letus go speedily to entreat the favour of the
LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts; [ will go also.

22 Yea, many peoples and mighty nations shall come to
seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to entreat the
favour of the LORD. {S}
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