The Prophets and Psalmists as Exegetes- Class # 6

For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Tehillim 105 - The First Siddur or the First Haggadah

Intro: Last week, our study of Tehillim 105 demonstrated
how that Psalm both understand and tied together two
major themes of Sefer Breishit, i.e. ‘calling out in the
Name of Hashem’ and God's covenant(s) with Avraham Avinu.
This week, we return to our study of that Psalm and
compare it to its parallel text in Divrei ha'Yamim chapter 16
in an attempt to better understand why we quote from
Divrei ha'Yamim daily in the opening section of Pesukei
dZimra, and how Psalm 105 it may have been a very early

text for Maggid.

I. A review of the core text of our obligation for MAGID.
A. The Biblical obligation to tell the story /shmot 13:8

13:3. And Moshe commanded the
people -Remember this day that you
left Egypt, for God has taken you out
with an out- stretched hand, and don't
eat chametz.

4-5. Today you are leaving in the
spring... when you come to the
Land... do this service in this
month. 6. For seven days you
shall eat Matza, and on the
seventh day make a holiday for
God. 7. Matzot shall be eaten
for seven days, and no chametz
or leaven shall be seen in all your
borders.

8. And you shall tell your son on
that day, saying: for the sake
of THIS, God did for me [?],
when I went out from Egypt.
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B. How to understand "ni12ya" -What do we explain to our children
Why did Hashem take me out?; or Why am I eating matza?
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Rashi:

God took me out SO THAT | would keep His Commandments...
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Ibn Ezra: Rebbi Merinas explains — the verse Should be read backwards

"zeh ba'avur", This [matza that we eat] is because God did miracles for me....
"ba'avur zeh" implies For the sake of this service — which is eating matza and not eating

opinion...

chametz, which are the first mitzvot that God commanded us — God did these miracles...:

But in my

The

reason — for God only took us out of Egypt in order that we would serve Him...

C. Moshe Rabeinu's speech in fortieth year /bevarim 6:20-25

20 When your son should ask you in time
to come, saying: 'What is the meaning of
the testimonies, statutes, and ordinances
which Hashem has commanded you?

21 then you shall say to your son:: 'We
were once slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, &
God took us out with a mighty hand.

22 And Hashem showed signs and great
wonders upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and
upon all his house, before our eyes.

23 And He brought us out from there,

IN ORDER THAT He might bring us in,

to give us the Land which He swore unto
our fathers.

24 And Hashem commanded us to do all
these statutes, to fear the LORD our God,
for our good always, that He might
preserve us alive, as it is at this day.

25 And it shall be righteousness...
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D. Brit Bein ha'Btarim The Covenant of the Parts / Breishit 15
The need for 'slavery & redemption’ to become God's Nation
[A ‘collective memory’' that will affect our national behavior]
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E. The Mishna in Tractate Pesachim, chapter 10
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In light of this, let’s return to our study of Tehillim 105:
And afterward, DH aleph chapter 16
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See individual pdf files for Tehillim 105 & DH 16




