The Prophets and Psalmists as Exegetes- Class # 12
For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
Yom Yerushalaim & Matan Torah?

Intro:

As today is Yom Yerushalayim & Shavuot is also

approaching, this week we dedicate our shiur to the connection
between them, in Chumash & Navi.

Intro:

Is there a mitzva to ‘remember Matan Torah'?

If so, once a day, or once a year?

Is there a mitzvah to build the Temple in Jerusalem?

If so, who decided?

To answer these questions, we begin with a famous Ramban & Rambam

I. The commandment to build a Temple:
Rambam - Hilchot beit ha'Bechira 1:1

1. It is a positive obligation to build a
house for God where offerings may
be brought and to make pilgrimage
to it three times a year as it says

"and they shall make Me a
sanctuary."

The tabernacle which Moses made
in the desert has already been
described in the Torah, but it was a
temporary measure, as it says

"for you have not yet reached, etc."

'n% ma nivy nivy myn

.N1129p7 12 orampn ninb 1

I3 Dnps WHu PR Paim
"W 7 " DRI
YN A 12wn 17N W8N 13

Y 8 il 3]

onRa 85 *3) "o 20 0™MaT7( PRIV

i " T




As soon as the Israelites entered
Eretz Yisrael, they set up the
portable sanctuary (Mishkan) in
Gilgal for the fourteen years during
which they occupied and divided the
land. From there they came to
Shiloh and built a sanctuary of
stones, over which they spread the
curtains of the Mishkan, since it had
no ceiling.

The sanctuary of Shiloh lasted three
hundred and sixty-nine years. It was
destroyed when Eli died, so they
came to Nov and built a sanctuary
there. It was destroyed when Samuel
died, so they came to Gibeon and
built a sanctuary there. From Gibeon
they came to Jerusalem to build the
permanent sanctuary. Nov and
Gibeon lasted fifty-seven years.

As soon as the Temple was built in
Jerusalem, it was prohibited to build
a sanctuary for the Lord or to offer a
sacrifice in any other place.

Only the Temple in Jerusalem, on
Mount Moriah, was intended for all
generations.— —
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In our shiur, we will show how David ha‘Melech understood the

psukim that the Rambam is quoting!

i.e.

Shmot 25:8-9, & Devarim 12:1-11

Then Divrei ha’Yamim chapters 21-22 & Tehillim 132




IT. Anoutline of Trauma/Tzaveh : Shmot chapters 25->29:

Introduction - Donation of the materials (25:1-7) & the purpose of this project:

DN ,°NIY) ; VTN 9 VUM n. (25:8)
Vessels in the Kodesh Kodashim (innermost sanctuary)
Aron & kaporet / housing the "luchot" (25:10-22) -
Vessels in the Kodesh (main sanctuary) /
Shulchan - the table for the show-BREAD (25:23-30) — weekly ritual; on shabbat
Menora — 7 branch candelabra (25:31-40) — man making ‘light’
The Ohel Mo'ed [The tent housing these vessels] (26:1-37) — the COVER
YERIOT - The blankets that cover the structure
KRASHIM -The poles that support the blanket
PAROCHET -The curtain that divides the tent into two sections -
The Chatzer [The outer courtyard with Mizbeiach (27:1-8) - offering animal sacrifices
MIZBACH HA’OLAH -copper
AMUDIM -& KLA’IM poles & curtains that form the courtyare
Oil For The Menorah (27:20-21) /this s/b with the menorah.
The 'Bigdei Kehuna' - (28:1-43) Six paragraphs describing the priestly garments
The Seven-Day Inaugural Dedication Ceremony (29:1-37)
Olat Tamid (29:38-46) The daily offering on the altar (after its dedication)
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In theory, this may only be a commandment for the generation coming out of Egypt
- to continue receiving the Torah-
How do we know it's a commandment for all generations?

Next source, Laws in Devarim 5->26 given w/ the Dibrot

III. Outline of the main speech in Sefer Devarim, and its key sections:
Chapter 5 Moshe Rabeinu retells the story of Maamad Har Sinai,
and how he received at that time - the laws that he is about to teach
Chapters 6->11 - The "mitzvah" section , the love & fear of God
/ From "shema” to "v'haya im shmoah"
Chapters 12->26 - The "chukim u'mishpatim” section

/ The Laws that will establish God's nation



IV. Devarim chapter 12
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1 These are the statutes and the
ordinances, which ye shall observe to
do in the land which the LORD, the
God of thy fathers, hath given thee to
possess it, all the days that ye live upon
the earth.

2 Ye shall surely destroy all the places,
wherein the nations that ye are to
dispossess served their gods, upon the
high mountains, and upon the hills, and
under every leafy tree.

3 And ye shall break down their altars,
and dash in pieces their pillars, and burn
their Asherim with fire; and ye shall
hew down the graven images of their
gods; and ye shall destroy their name
out of that place.

4 Ye shall not do so unto the LORD
your God.

5 But unto the place which the LORD
your God shall choose out of all your
tribes to put His name there, even unto
His habitation shall ye seek, and thither
thou shalt come;

6 and thither ye shall bring your burnt-
offerings, and your sacrifices, and your
tithes, and the offering of your hand,
and your vows, and your freewill-
offerings, and the firstlings of your herd
and of your flock;

7 and there ye shall eat before the
LORD your God, and ye shall rejoice in
all that ye put your hand unto, ye and
your households, wherein the LORD
thy God hath blessed thee.

8 Ye shall not do after all that we do
here this day, every man whatsoever is
right in his own eyes;

9 for ye are not as yet come to the rest
and to the inheritance, which the LORD
your God giveth thee.

10 But when ye go over the Jordan, and
dwell in the land which the LORD your
God causeth you to inherit, and He
giveth you rest from all your enemies
round about, so that ye dwell in safety;
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11 then it shall come to pass that the
place which the LORD your God shall
choose to cause His name to dwell
there, thither shall ye bring all that I
command you: your burnt-offerings,
and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the
offering of your hand, and all your
choice vows which ye vow unto the
LORD.

12 And ye shall rejoice before the
LORD your God, ye, and your sons, and
your daughters, and your men-servants,
and your maid-servants, and the Levite
that is within your gates, forasmuch as
he hath no portion nor inheritance with
you

Then three times/ year -based on Devarim chapter 16

And Shmot 23:14-17

How David ha'Melech understood the verses in Devarim 12

Shmuel bet chapter 7
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6 for I have not dwelt in a house since
the day that I brought up the children
of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day,
but have walked in a tent and in a
tabernacle.

7 In all places wherein I have walked
among all the children of Israel, spoke
I a word with any of the tribes of
Israel, whom I commanded to feed My
people Israel, saying: Why have ye
not built Me a house of cedar?

8 Now therefore thus shalt thou say
unto My servant David: Thus saith the
LORD of hosts: Itook thee from the
sheepcote, from following the sheep,
that thou shouldest be prince over My
people, over Israel.

9 And I have been with thee
whithersoever thou didst go, and have
cut off all thine enemies from before
thee; and I will make thee a great
name, like unto the name of the great
ones that are in the earth.

10 And I will appoint a place for My
people Israel, and will plant them, that
they may dwell in their own place, and
be disquieted no more; neither shall
the children of wickedness afflict them
any more, as at the first,

11 even from the day that I
commanded judges to be over My
people Israel; and I will cause thee to
rest from all thine enemies. Moreover
the LORD telleth thee that the LORD
will make thee a house.

12 When thy days are fulfilled, and
thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will
set up thy seed after thee, that shall
proceed out of thy body, and I will
establish his kingdom.

13 He shall build a house for My
name, and I will establish the throne of
his kingdom for ever.

14 I will be to him for a father, and he
shall be to Me for a son; if he commit
iniquity, I will chasten him with the
rod of men, and with the stripes of the
children of men;

15 but My mercy shall not depart from
him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put
away before thee.

16 And thy house and thy kingdom
shall be made sure for ever before
thee; thy throne shall be established
for ever.’



Then Divrei ha’Yamim chapters 21 -22
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7 And God was displeased with this
thing; therefore He smote Israel. {S}

8 And David said unto God: 'I have
sinned greatly, in that I have done this
thing; but now, put away, I beseech
Thee, the iniquity of Thy servant; for I
have done very foolishly.’ {P}

9 And the LORD spoke unto Gad,
David's seer, saying:

10 'Go and speak unto David, saying:
Thus saith the LORD: I offer thee three
things; choose thee one of them, that I
may do it unto thee.’

11 So Gad came to David, and said unto
him: 'Thus saith the LORD: Take which
thou wilt:

12 either three years of famine; or three
months to be swept away before thy
foes, while the sword of thine enemies
overtaketh thee; or else three days the
sword of the LORD, even pestilence in
the land, and the angel of the LORD
destroying throughout all the borders of
Israel. Now therefore consider what
answer I shall return to Him that sent
me.’ {S}

13 And David said unto Gad: 'l amin a
great strait; let me fall now into the hand
of the LORD, for very great are His
mercies; and let me not fall into the
hand of man.’

14 So the LORD sent a pestilence upon
Israel; and there fell of Israel seventy
thousand men.

15 And God sent an angel unto
Jerusalem to destroy it; and as he was
about to destroy, the LORD beheld, and
He repented Him of the evil, and said to
the destroying angel: It is enough; now
stay thy hand.” And the angel of the
LORD was standing by the threshing-
floor of Ornan the Jebusite. {S}

16 And David lifted up his eyes, and saw
the angel of the LORD standing
between the earth and the heaven,
having a drawn sword in his hand
stretched out over Jerusalem. Then
David and the elders, clothed in
sackcloth, fell upon their faces.
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17 And David said unto God: 'Is it not I
that commanded the people to be
numbered? even I it is that have sinned
and done very wickedly; but these
sheep, what have they done? let Thy
hand, I pray Thee, O LORD my God, be
against me, and against my father’s
house; but not against Thy people, that
they should be plagued.’ {S}

18 Then the angel of the LORD
commanded Gad to say to David, that
David should go up, and rear an altar
unto the LORD in the threshing-floor of
Ornan the Jebusite.

19 And David went up at the saying of
Gad, which he spoke in the name of the
LORD.

20 And Ornan turned back, and saw the
angel; and his four sons that were with
him hid themselves. Now Ornan was
threshing wheat.

21 And as David came to Ornan, Ornan
looked and saw David, and went out of
the threshing-floor, and bowed down to
David with his face to the ground.

22 Then David said to Ornan: 'Give me
the place of this threshing-floor, that |
may build thereon an altar unto the
LORD; for the full price shalt thou give
it me; that the plague may be stayed
from the people.’

23 And Ornan said unto David: 'Take it
to thee, and let my lord the king do that
which is good in his eyes; lo, I give thee
the oxen for burnt-offerings, and the
threshing-instruments for wood, and the
wheat for the meal-offering; I give it all’

24 And king David said to Ornan: 'Nay,
but I will verily buy it for the full price;
for I will not take that which is thine for
the LORD, nor offer a burnt-offering
without cost.’

25 So David gave to Ornan for the place
six hundred shekels of gold by weight.

26 And David built there an altar unto
the LORD, and offered burnt-offerings
and peace-offerings, and called upon the
LORD; and He answered him from
heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt-
offering. {S}
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27 And the LORD commanded the
angel; and he put up his sword back into
the sheath thereof.

28 At that time, when David saw that the
LORD had answered him in the
threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite,
then he sacrificed there.

29 For the tabernacle of the LORD,
which Moses made in the wilderness,
and the altar of burnt-offering, were at
that time in the high place at Gibeon.

30 But David could not go before it to
inquire of God; for he was terrified
because of the sword of the angel of the
LORD.

1 Then David said: 'This is the house of
the LORD God, and this is the altar of
burnt-offering for Israel.’ {P}

2 And David commanded to gather
together the strangers that were in the
land of Israel; and he set masons to hew
wrought stones to build the house of
God.

3 And David prepared iron in abundance
for the nails for the doors of the gates,
and for the couplings; and brass in
abundance without weight;

4 and cedar-trees without number; for
the Zidonians and they of Tyre brought
cedar-trees in abundance to David. {P}

5 And David said: ‘Solomon my son is
young and tender, and the house that is
to be builded for the LORD must be
exceeding magnificent, of fame and of
glory throughout all countries; I will
therefore make preparation for him.” So
David prepared abundantly before his
death.

6 Then He called for Solomon his son,
and charged him to build a house for the
LORD, the God of Israel. {S}

7 And David said to Solomon: "My son,
as for me, it was in my heart to build a
house unto the name of the LORD my
God.

8 But the word of the LORD came to
me, saying: Thou hast shed blood
abundantly, and hast made great wars;
thou shalt not build a house unto My
name, because thou hast shed much
blood upon the earth in My sight.
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9 Behold, a son shall be born to thee,
who shall be a man of rest; and I will
give him rest from all his enemies round
about; for his name shall be Solomon,
and I will give peace and quietness unto
Israel in his days.

10 He shall build a house for My name;
and he shall be to Me for a son, and I
will be to him for a father; and I will
establish the throne of his kingdom over
Israel for ever.

11 Now, my son, the LORD be with
thee; and prosper thou, and build the
house of the LORD thy God, as He hath
spoken concerning thee.

12 Only the LORD give thee discretion
and understanding, and give thee charge
concerning Israel; that so thou mayest
keep the law of the LORD thy God.

13 Then shalt thou prosper, if thou
observe to do the statutes and the
ordinances which the LORD charged
Moses with concerning Israel; be
strong, and of good courage; fear not,
neither be dismayed.

17 David also commanded all the
princes of Israel to help Solomon his
son: {S}

18 /Is not the LORD your God with you?
and hath He not given you rest on every
side? for He hath delivered the
inhabitants of the land into my hand;
and the land is subdued before the
LORD, and before His people.

19 Now set your heart and your soul to
seek after the LORD your God; arise
therefore, and build ye the sanctuary of
the LORD God, to bring the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and the holy
vessels of God, into the house that is to
be built to the name of the LORD.’

V. What was main event at Maamad Har Sinai?



Matan Torah - receiving the Torah

Brit Sinai - Covenant -taking upon ourselves a commitment

Hitgalut - [Revelation] - experiencing God's presence

[compare to ‘gap-year' programs in Israel]

Let’s see famous psukim in Devarim & Ramban
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5 Behold, I have taught you statutes
and ordinances, even as the LORD my
God commanded me, that ye should
do so in the midst of the land whither
ye go in to possess it.

6 Observe therefore and do them; for
this is your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the
peoples, that, when they hear all these
statutes, shall say: 'Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding
people.’

7 For what great nation is there, that
hath God so nigh unto them, as the
LORD our God is whensoever we call
upon Him?

8 And what great nation is there, that
hath statutes and ordinances so
righteous as all this law, which I set
before you this day?

9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep
thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the
things which thine eyes saw, and lest
they depart from thy heart all the days
of thy life; but make them known unto
thy children and thy children’s
children;

10 the day that thou stoodest before
the LORD thy God in Horeb, when
the LORD said unto me: 'Assemble
Me the people, and I will make them
hear My words that they may learn to
fear Me all the days that they live
upon the earth, and that they may
teach their children.’

11 And ye came near and stood under the
mountain; and the mountain burned with
fire unto the heart of heaven, with
darkness, cloud, and thick darkness.



2P UND TINND,DON MM 13T D i mickiofthe e, ye hestd e
D’N.\ DDJ’N —]nnﬂ) D,ynw DﬂN D’.\:l.r voice of words, but ye saw no form;
b]j )ﬂb]’( only a voice.

DONN MY TN ,IN2-NN DY T)2) N9 13 And He declared unto you His

covenant, which He commanded you
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He wrote them upon two tables of
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that time to teach you statutes and
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