The Prophets and Psalmists as Exegetes- Class # 9

For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
Tehillim 106 / why it follows 105 and introduces 107

Intro:

In light of Tehillim 107 (which we studied) last week, and
b/c we studied Tehillim 105 before Pesach, this week we will
‘fill in the gap’ with a study of Tehillim 106, to show how all
three Psalms are thematically connected.

I. Review Methodology for ‘long’ chapters in Tehillim
What's the Header
What's the ‘structure’
What's the point!

Note how 105 & 107 begin with a commandment,
& are followed by WHO is being commanded.
Let's see if this applies to Tehillim 106:
[and while doing so, we will search for a 'header’]

Recall the header of 107
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He is good, for His mercy endureth for
ever.’
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Now Tehillim 106
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Note how new topic begins afterward:

. drys ek 9 4 Remember me, O LORD, when Thou
! ‘[’3” 1’3‘13 / ﬂlﬂ: )‘13‘5 T favourest Thy people; O think of me at Thy
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chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of Thy
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Note, same opening phrase as in 107
Let's look at pasuk bet-
Is it a real question, or a rhetorical one?
& What's the connection to pasuk gimmel?
Is that the answer to the question?

Let's study the remainder of the chapter,
To identify it's structure,
And then attempt to answer the question:
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What's the point?

Note the obvious connection to opening lines of 107
i.e. compare 106:47 to 107:1-3

To be able to praise Hashem for His salvation,
We need first to be saved,
But to be saved, we need to be worthy



When & Why God Speaks to Himself in Breishit

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag / www.tanach.org

A. Before Creating Man on Day 6 (1:26) -- The ‘Royal We' / or the 'Divine us’

1:26 And God said, "Let us make man in OUR image, after 1INYYA DTN NWYI DAYX NN D
our likeness, and they shall rule over the fish of the sea and T
over the fowl of the heaven and over the animals and over alll ;
the earth and over all the creeping things..." ...UM YIRDT7221 RN
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B. Before Creating 'Husband & Wife' in Gan Eden (2:28)
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C. Before expelling Man from Gan Eden (3:22-23) **note PLURAL**
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D. Before limiting Man's lifespan to 120 years (6:3)
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E. Before the Flood -the reason 'starting over'
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F. After the Flood - the reason for 'not starting over again'
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6. Tower of Babel / Dispersion to 70 nations **note PLURAL**
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Last time God speaks to Himself / source Sheet for www.tanach.org

Breishit chapters 18 -19

16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked out
toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to bring
them on the way. 17 And the LORD said: 'Shall | hide
from Abraham that which | am doing; 18 seeing that
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation,
and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?
19 For | have known him, to the end that he may
command his children and his household after him, that
they may keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness
and justice; to the end that the LORD may bring upon
Abraham that which He hath spoken of him.'

20 And the LORD said: 'Verily, the cry of Sodom and
Gomorrah is great, and, verily, their sin is exceeding
grievous. 21 | will go down now, and see whether they
have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is
come unto Me; and if not, | will know.' 22 And the men
turned from thence, and went toward Sodom; but
Abraham stood yet before the LORD.

23 And Abraham drew near, and said: 'Wilt Thou indeed
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24
Peradventure there are fifty righteous within the city; wilt
Thou indeed sweep away and not forgive the place for
the fifty righteous that are therein? ...' 26 And the LORD
said: 'If | find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then
| will forgive all the place for their sake.'

Chapter 191 And the two angels came to Sodom at
even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom; and Lot saw
them, and rose up to meet them; and he fell down on his
face to the earth; 2 and he said: 'Behold now, my lords,
turn aside, | pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry
all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early,
and go on your way.' And they said: 'Nay; but we will
abide in the broad place all night." 3 And he urged them
greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his
house; and he made them a feast, and did bake
unleavened bread, and they did eat.

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the
men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both young
and old, all the people from every quarter. 5 And they
called unto Lot, and said unto him: 'Where are the men
that came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us,
that we may know them.' 6 And Lot went out unto them to
the door, and shut the door after him. 7 And he said: 'l
pray you, my brethren, do not so wickedly. 8 Behold now,
| have two daughters that have not known man.... And
they said: 'This one fellow came in to live here and now
he judges us! We will deal worse with you, than with
them." And they pressed the door...
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Yechezkel 16:48-49

49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom:
pride, fulness of bread, and careless ease was in her and
in her daughters; neither did she strengthen the hand of
the poor and needy.

Shmuel Bet chapter 8

14 - And the LORD gave victory to David whithersoever
he went. 15 And David reigned over all Israel; and David
executed justice and righteousness unto all his people.

Yirmiyahu chapter 22

1 This is what the Lord has said: Go down to the house of

the king of Judah and there give him this word, 2 And
say, Give ear to the word of the Lord, O king of Judah,
seated on the seat of David, you and your servants and
your people who come in by these doors.

3This is what the Lord has said: Do what is right, judging
uprightly, and make free from the hands of the cruel one
him whose goods have been violently taken away: do no
wrong and be not violent to the man from a strange
country and the child without a father and the widow, and
let not those who have done no wrong be put to death in
this place. 4 For if you truly do this, then there will come
in through the doors of this house kings seated on the
seat of David, going in carriages and on horseback, he
and his servants and his people 5 But if you do not give
ear to these words, | give you my oath by myself, says
the Lord, that this house will become a waste.

1 Kings Chapter 10

1 And the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of

Solomon because of the name of the LORD, she came

to prove him with hard questions. 2 And she came to
Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bore
spices and gold very much, and precious stones; and
when she was come to Solomon, she spoke with him of
all that was in her heart. 3 And Solomon told her all her
guestions... 4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all
the wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he had built,
5 and the food of his table... there was no more spirit in
her. 6 And she said to the king: 'lt was a true report that |
heard in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom.
7 Howbeit | believed not the words, until | came, and
mine eyes had seen it; and, behold, the half was not told
me; thou hast wisdom and prosperity exceeding the fame
which | heard. 8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy

servants, that stand continually before thee, and that hear

thy wisdom. 9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, who
delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel;
because the LORD loved Israel for ever, therefore made
He thee king, to do justice and righteousness.'
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