The Prophets and Psalmists as Exegetes- Class # 2
For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
How Yeshayahu Understood Sefer Breishit - Part II

I. Issaiah chapter 2 -
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II. Chapter 42 - concept of ‘light to other nations' / Haftara Breishit
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§ Thus saith God the LORD, He that created the
heavens, and stretched them forth, He that
spread forth the earth and that which cometh
out of it, He that giveth breath unto the people
upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:

6 1 the LORD have called thee in righteousness,
and have taken hold of thy hand, and kept thee,
and set thee for a covenant of the people, for a
light of the nations;

7 To open the blind eyes, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, and them that sit in
darkness out of the prison-house.

8 [ am the LORD, that is My name; and My
glory will I not give to another, nelther My
praise to graven images.

Chapter 43: Haftara for Parshat Vayikra
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21 The people which I formed for
Myself, that they might tell of My
praise. {S}

22 Yet thou hast not called upon Me, O
Jacob, neither hast thou wearied thyself
about Me, O Israel.

23 Thou hast not brought Me the small cattle
of thy burnt-offerings; neither hast thou
honoured Me with thy sacrifices. I have not
burdened thee with a meal-offering, nor
wearied thee with frankincense.

III. Devarim chapter 4 - purpose of keeping the mitzvot
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1 And now, O Israel, hearken unto the statutes

and unto the ordlnances which I teach you, to
do them; that ye may hve and go in and
possess the land which the LORD, the God of
your fathers, giveth you.

2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I
command you, neither shall ye diminish from
it, that ye may keep the commandments of the
LORD your God which I command you.
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III. Devarim Chapter 28
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3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD did in
Baal-peor; for all the men that followed the
Baal of Peor, the LORD thy God hath
destroyed them from the midst of thee.

4 But ye that did cleave unto the LORD your
God are alive every one of you this day.

5 Behold, I have taught you statutes and
ordinances, even as the LORD my God
commanded me, that ye should do so in the
midst of the land whither ye go in to possess it.

6 Observe therefore and do them; for this is
your wisdom and your understanding in the
sight of the peoples, that, when they hear all
these statutes, shall say: 'Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people.’

7 For what great nation is there, that hath God
so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is
whensoever we call upon Him?

8 And what great nation is there, that hath
statutes and ordinances so righteous as all this
law, which I set before you this day?

9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul
diligently, lest thou forget the things which
thine eyes saw, and lest they depart from thy
heart all the days of thy life; but make them
known unto thy children and thy children’s
children;

10 the day that thou stoodest before the LORD
thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto
me: 'Assemble Me the people, and I will make
them hear My words that they may learn to fear
Me all the days that they live upon the earth,
and that they may teach their children.’

1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt
hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD
thy God, to observe to do all His
commandments which I command thee this
day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on
high above all the nations of the earth.

2 And all these blessings shall come upon thee,
and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the
voice of the LORD thy God.
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IV. Theme of Sefer Breishit ?

3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed
shalt thou be in the field.

4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the
fruit of thy land, and the fruit of thy cattle, the
increase of thy kine, and the young of thy flock.

5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy kneading-
trough.

6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in,
and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.

7 The LORD will cause thine enemies that rise
up against thee to be smitten before thee; they
shall come out against thee one way, and shall
flee before thee seven ways.

8 The LORD will command the blessing with
thee in thy barns, and in all that thou puttest thy
hand unto; and He will bless thee in the land
which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

9 The LORD will establish thee for a
holy people unto Himself, as He hath
sworn unto thee; if thou shalt keep the
commandments of the LORD thy God,
and walk in His ways.

10 And all the peoples of the earth shall
see that the name of the LORD is called
upon thee; and they shall be afraid of
thee.

/ what groups together?

Chap 1 | Creation
2-3 Gan Eden
4 Cain & Hevel
5 Genealogies: Adam->Noach

6-9 FLOOD

10 | Genealogies - 70 nations
11a | Tower of Babel
11b | Genealogies: Shem -> Terach
12-24 | Abraham stories ....
25-27 | Yitzchak stories...
28-36 | Yaakov stories....

37-50 | Yosef & Bros. stories...

Topics by chapter - no
obvious connection
between the various
stories

Stories all relating

To Hashem choosing
Our forefathers

-already grouped
together — to simplify list




Possible Outline - [objective or subjective?]
|. CREATION
II. Four stories re: to Divine Providence [sin/punishment?]
Gan Eden
Cain & Hevel
Flood
Tower of Bavel [did they sin? / were they punished?]

lIl. Stories about our forefathers

Logical to assume topics s/b connected — if same book
A. Creation
? does chapter 1 stand alone, or part of Gan Eden
B. Divine retribution —

Providence = f{[man’s deeds)

Does this tie together all the stories from chapter 2 thru 11?

How does this explain the genealogies?

C. The story of HOW (and why?) God starts a Nation



Note how each major section introduced by Genealogies:
ten generations / last one w/ three sons

Parallel between chapters 5 & 11

Possible thematic conclusion —

Creation
Gan Eden
Cain & Hevel Il Civilization — Hashem upset

FLOOD / and reacts to man’s deeds

Tower of Babel

Abraham stories

Yitzchak stories Hashem chooses a Nation

Yaakov stories
Yosef & Bros. stories..




V. "shem Hashem" / God's Name-a Biblical Mega-theme

A. Genesis Chapter 4 - Something goes 'wrong’
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B. Genesis Chapter 9 - Noach & his son 'Shem' [?]
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C. Genesis Chapter 11 - Migdal Bavel - God is 'upset’
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D. Avraham is chosen; then calls in God's Name / chapters 12,13,21
:[b'Tb ,D'\JN'bN 1IN N 1 God said unto Abram: 'Get thee out ...

-J'\’;_l:) 71PN, NN D\?D PHY2) N 8And he removed from thence unto the mountain on the

. . t of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on th
rﬂln’? DQSD D\’T)']:l’] bDB \92]"52}_{ east of Beth-e a.n pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the
west...and he builded there an altar unto the LORD, and

N ﬂ\’)ﬁ Nﬂ,i”’_ called upon the name of the LORD

"f)_’] ,2AD ,1’)3?)_3? ,"[b’] )= X P9 Chapter 13 -- 3. And he went on his journeys from the South
oV MPN-IYN ,Dip)ﬂﬂ'T)"'bN'ﬂ’ﬂ even to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had been at
.’3’!:1 ],:TnT "7&_3'.1,3 ]’:{ ,ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂ A91N the beginning, between Beth-el and Ai;

rD\? ﬂ\:)))-ﬂ\’)l_*{ ,NAVAN ’Djp)ﬂ-bb{ “T 4 unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the
A 0va ,09AN ovw N‘\‘P"’ ; MYNI2 first; and Abram called there on the name of the LORD.

;YaY IN12 ,'7\’)N Yo AY NI i"jg 21: 33 And Abraham planted a tamarisk-tree in

. . : Beer-sheba, and called there on the name of the
09 YN /N OYA-0Y-RIPN
) ) LORD, the Everlasting God.






