Sefer Yirmiyahu - When Politics & Religion Clash

Class #9 - Yirmiyahu's career - A 'success'

or a 'failure'?

For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Intro:

We dedicate our final class of this 9 part series to reflect on how

to view Yirmiyahu's career as a prophet, including his affect on his own

generation, on the next generation, and on future generations:

Our primary focus will be on the “nechama” in chapters 31-5>33

I. Yirimiyahu's own assessment - chapter 20
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1 Now Pashhur the son of Immer the
priest, who was chief officer in the house
of the LORD, heard Jeremiah
prophesying these things.

2 Then Pashhur smote Jeremiah the
prophet, and put him in the stocks that
were in the upper gate of Benjamin,
which was in the house of the LORD.

3 And it came to pass on the morrow, that
Pashhur brought forth Jeremiah out of the
stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto him:
'The LORD hath not called thy name
Pashhur, but Magormissabib. {S}

4 For thus saith the LORD: Behold, I will
make thee a terror to thyself, and to all
thy friends; and they shall fall by the
sword of their enemies, and thine eyes
shall behold it; and I will give all Judah
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and
he shall carry them captive to Babylon,
and shall slay them with the sword.

5 Moreover I will give all the store of this
city, and all the gains thereof, and all the
wealth thereof, yea, all the treasures of
the kings of Judah will I give into the
hand of their enemies, who shall spoil
them, and take them, and carry them to
Babylon.

6 And thou, Pashhur, and all that dwell in
thy house shall go into captivity; and
thou shalt come to Babylon, and there
thou shalt die, and there shalt thou be
buried, thou, and all thy friends, to whom
thou hast prophesied falsely.’ {P}
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7 O LORD, Thou hast enticed me, and 1
was enticed, Thou hast overcome me, and
hast prevailed; I am become a laughing-
stock all the day, every one mocketh me.

8 For as often as I speak, I cry out, I cry:
'Violence and spoil’; because the word of
the LORD is made a reproach unto me,
and a derision, all the day.

9 And if I say: ’I will not make mention
of Him, nor speak any more in His name’,
then there is in my heart as it were a
burning fire shut up in my bones, and I
weary myself to hold it in, but cannot.

10 For I have heard the whispering of
many, terror on every side: ‘Denounce,
and we will denounce him’; even of all
my familiar friends, them that watch for
my halting: 'Peradventure he will be
enticed, and we shall prevail against him,
and we shall take our revenge on him.’

11 But the LORD is with me as a mighty
warrior; therefore my persecutors shall
stumble, and they shall not prevail; they shall
be greatly ashamed, because they have not
prospered, even with an everlasting confusion
which shall never be forgotten.

12 But, O LORD of hosts, that triest the
righteous, that seest the reins and the
heart, let me see Thy vengeance on them;
for unto Thee have I revealed my

cause. {S}

13 Sing unto the LORD, praise ye the
LORD; for He hath delivered the soul of
the needy from the hand of evil-

doers. {S}

14 Cursed be the day wherein [ was born;
the day wherein my mother bore me, let it
not be blessed.

15 Cursed be the man who brought
tidings to my father, saying: *A man-
child is born unto thee’; making him glad.

16 And let that man be as the cities which
the LORD overthrew, and repented not;
and let him hear a cry in the morning, and
an alarm at noontide;

17 Because He slew me not from the
womb; and so my mother would have
been my grave, and her womb always
great.

18 Wherefore came I forth out of the
womb to see labour and sorrow, that my
days should be consumed in shame?



II. Yirmiyahu and the next generation - hope for return/ chapter 31:
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1 Thus saith the LORD: the people
that were left of the sword have found
grace in the wilderness, even Israel,
when I go to cause him to rest.

2 'From afar the LORD appeared unto
me.’ 'Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love; therefore with
affection have I drawn thee.

3 Again will I build thee, and thou shalt be
built, O virgin of Israel; again shalt thou
be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go
forth in the dances of them that make

merry.

4 Again shalt thou plant vineyards upon
the mountains of Samaria; the planters
shall plant, and shall have the use thereof.

§ For there shall be a day, that the
watchmen shall call upon the mount
Ephraim: arise ye, and let us go up to
Zion, unto the LORD our God.’ {P}

6 For thus saith the LORD: sing with
gladness for Jacob, and shout at the head
of the nations; announce ye, praise ye,
and say: 'O LORD, save Thy people, The
remnant of Israel.’

7 Behold, I will bring them from the north
country, and gather them from the
uttermost parts of the earth, and with them
the blind and the lame, the woman with
child and her that travaileth with child
together; a great company shall they
return hither.

8 They shall come with weeping, and with
supplications will I lead them; I will cause
them to walk by rivers of waters, in a
straight way wherein they shall not
stumble; for I am become a father to
Israel, and Ephraim is My first-born. {S}

9 Hear the word of the LORD, O ye
nations, and declare it in the isles afar off,
and say: 'He that scattered Israel doth
gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd
doth his flock.’

10 For the LORD hath ransomed Jacob,
and He redeemeth him from the hand of
him that is stronger than he.

11 And they shall come and sing in the
height of Zion, and shall flow unto the
goodness of the LORD, to the corn, and to
the wine, and to the oil, and to the young
of the flock and of the herd; and their soul
shall be as a watered garden, and they
shall not pine any more at all.
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12 Then shall the virgin rejoice in the
dance, and the young men and the old
together; for I will turn their mourning
into joy, and will comfort them, and make
them rejoice from their sorrow.

13 And I will satiate the soul of the priests
with fatness, and My people shall be
satisfied with My goodness, saith the
LORD. {S}

14 Thus saith the LORD: A voice is heard
in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter
weeping, Rachel weeping for her
children; she refuseth to be comforted for
her children, because they are not. {S}

15 Thus saith the LORD: Refrain thy
voice from weeping, and thine eyes from
tears; for thy work shall be rewarded,
saith the LORD; and they shall come back
from the land of the enemy.

16 And there is hope for thy future, saith
the LORD; and thy children shall return
to their own border. {S}

17 | have surely heard Ephraim
bemoaning himself: 'Thou hast
chastised me, and I was chastised, as a
calf untrained; turn thou me, and |
shall be turned, for Thou art the
LORD my God.

18 Surely after that [ was turned, I
repented, and after that [ was
instructed, [ smote upon my thigh; I
was ashamed, yea, even confounded,
because I did bear the reproach of my
youth.’

19 Is Ephraim a darling son unto Me?
Is he a child that is dandled? For as
often as I speak of him, I do earnestly
remember him still; therefore My
heart yearneth for him, I will surely
have compassion upon him, saith the
LORD. {S}

20 Set thee up waymarks, make thee
guide-posts; set thy heart toward the
high-way, even the way by which thou
wentest; return, O virgin of Israel,
return to these thy cities.

27 And it shall come to pass, that like
as [ have watched over them to pluck
up and to break down, and to
overthrow and to destroy, and to
afflict; so will I watch over them to
build and to plant, saith the LORD.
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IIT. Parallel to Moshe Rabeinu
Note chapter 1 - “hakdasha”
Note career of 40 years

30 Behold, the days come, saith the
LORD, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and
with the house of Judah;

31 not according to the covenant that [
made with their fathers in the day that
I took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt; forasmuch as
they broke My covenant, although I
was a lord over them, saith the LORD.

32 But this is the covenant that [ will
make with the house of Israel after
those days, saith the LORD, I will put
My law in their inward parts, and in
their heart will I write it; and I will be
their God, and they shall be My
people;

33 and they shall teach no more every
man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying: 'Know the LORD;
for they shall all know Me, from the
least of them unto the greatest of
them, saith the LORD; for I will
forgive their iniquity, and their sin
will I remember no more. {S}

34 Thus saith the LORD, Who giveth
the sun for a light by day, and the
ordinances of the moon and of the
stars for a light by night, who stirreth
up the sea, that the waves thereof roar,
the LORD of hosts is His name:

35 If these ordinances depart from
before Me, saith the LORD, then the
seed of Israel also shall cease from
being a nation before Me for ever. {S}

Note - failure with his own generation, yet enabled the next

& true greatness only appreciated in future generations

In relation to other nations

[note entire unit from chapter 46 thru 51 & chapter 25

In light of this, quick review of concept of “brit"

Note connection to “brit milah” - Breishit chapter 17

Relating as well to other nations



MY DXYYN-12 ,072I8 NN N
-bN MM NP ; DY vwm
YT IN-IN vbn wmm ,07IN
09N 70,299 1bﬂm

LY P2 N2 MDY 3
NP TNDZ,TNIN DI

927215 19-0Y ,072IN D90 )
NN, OION IAN

F TN TN N 4
.09 1937 ANT , )

yTRY-NN TIY RIPY-ND) N
>3, DN TRY MY ; DIIN
PR 0 IND-IN

,TRD TRNDD NN ONION) I
; 2D PHHY
ANY ‘I AJaELp)aY

79529 9052 YNP2-AN SN ?
M29--DNITY PINN Y P
om‘m& 19 naY : DYy
DINN ms?w

N PION YT 7 ODM) N
WD NIN-DD AN, NN

; 023y, MINND

DYIN? ,007 79D

IV Yirmiyahu - in our generation

1 And when Abram was ninety years old
and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram,
and said unto him: 'l am God Almighty;
walk before Me, and be thou
wholehearted.

2 And I will make My covenant between
Me and thee, and will multiply thee
exceedingly.’

3 And Abram fell on his face; and God
talked with him, saying:

4 'As for Me, behold, My covenant is
with thee, and thou shalt be the father of
a multitude of nations.

5 Neither shall thy name any more be
called Abram, but thy name shall be
Abraham; for the father of a multitude of
nations have I made thee.

6 And I will make thee exceeding
fruitful, and I will make nations of thee,
and kings shall come out of thee.

7 And I will establish My covenant
between Me and thee and thy seed after
thee throughout their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto
thee and to thy seed after thee.

8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy
seed after thee, the land of thy
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for
an everlasting possession; and I will be
their God.’

Excerpts from chapters 32-33
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6 And Jeremiah said: 'The word of the
LORD came unto me, saying:

NN

7 Behold, Hanamel, the son of Shallum

thine uncle, shall come unto thee, saying:
Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth; for
the right of redemption is thine to buy it.’

N

mjvb NI VIVN 19 9D



,MIN? 927D OTT-12 DNNIN OIN NI N
-NIN NY IR 2N NN ,NIVNRD ﬁxn-bN
-39 P22 NN TN NINWI-TYN T

S T2-MP ,NIMAN 91 NYD VOYN '[b
NN MM-127 02 ,YIN)

-]:1 ble‘\ nNn Trm J‘\N ‘137N1 v
-ma 15 ﬂb?V)M mmy:l W\vN "r‘r
WD‘J ARl o>.b7\e) nyav ,q9pan

; DYTY TYN) , DRNN) 1992 ARON) ?
cmmm ,9991 bv\vm

DINND-TIY NPT I90-NN NN N
M9)D-NNY , 07PN NN

-12 7I72-DN,MIPRD I9PD-NN IIN) 2?
YPYDY ITT INNIN OPYD ,MONN-12 M)
’wb---uvm 99032 =N ahaioly) DYTYN
170NN I8N ov:nwﬂ D"fﬁ"!-b:

NN ,Df__l’)_’)_’? yTI2-NN,MISNY W

PINIW OTION NINAY M IDN-ND 99
99D N 752‘4‘1 D1990-NX NIPY

930 9D NN DINND NN MRD PR
ATRY wnb--\mn Y992 ,090) ,MN
(v} .o ON

YION ,NINIY MM N ND 2D W0
,0°0721 NTY) DN NP TIY IR
{9} .nN3D I3

-NNXONN NN, MM-ON D290N) 10
SNNY 1272712 THIN2-ON,MIPHRD 190

NN VY NHX D MDY, PDN P
TYII VTN TNO N IND-NN) DIDYD
27-53, 990 NJ-ND : 1M0VIN

8 So Hanamel mine uncle’s son came to
me in the court of the guard according to
the word of the LORD, and said unto me:
'‘Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in
Anathoth, which is in the land of
Benjamin; for the right of inheritance is
thine, and the redemption is thine; buy it
for thyself.’ Then I knew that this was the
word of the LORD.

9 And I bought the field that was in
Anathoth of Hanamel mine uncle’s son,
and weighed him the money, even
seventeen shekels of silver.

10 And I subscribed the deed, and sealed
it, and called witnesses, and weighed him
the money in the balances.

11 So I took the deed of the purchase,
both that which was sealed, containing
the terms and conditions, and that which
was open;

12 and I delivered the deed of the
purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah,
the son of Mahseiah, in the presence of
Hanamel mine uncle[’s son], and in the
presence of the witnesses that subscribed
the deed of the purchase, before all the
Jews that sat in the court of the guard.

13 And I charged Baruch before them,
saying:

14 'Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: Take these deeds, this deed
of the purchase, both that which is sealed,
and this deed which is open, and put them
in an earthen vessel; that they may
continue many days. {S}

15 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the
God of Israel: Houses and fields and

vineyards shall yet again be bought in this
land.” {P}

16 Now after [ had delivered the deed of
the purchase unto Baruch the son of
Neriah, I prayed unto the LORD, saying:

17 'Ah Lord GOD! behold, Thou hast
made the heaven and the earth by Thy
great power and by Thy outstretched
arm; there is nothing too hard for Thee;
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18 who showest mercy unto thousands,
and recompensest the iniquity of the
fathers into the bosom of their children
after them; the great, the mighty God, the
LORD of hosts is His name;

19 great in counsel, and mighty in work;
whose eyes are open upon all the ways of
the sons of men, to give every one
according to his ways, and according to
the fruit of his doings;

20 who didst set signs and wonders in the
land of Egypt, even unto this day, and in

Israel and among other men; and madest
Thee a name, as at this day;

21 and didst bring forth Thy people Israel
out of the land of Egypt with signs, and
with wonders, and with a strong hand,
and with an outstretched arm, and with
great terror;

22 and gavest them this land, which Thou
didst swear to their fathers to give them, a
land flowing with milk and honey;

23 and they came in, and possessed it; but
they hearkened not to Thy voice, neither
walked in Thy law; they have done
nothing of all that Thou commandedst
them to do; therefore Thou hast caused
all this evil to befall them;

24 behold the mounds, they are come
unto the city to take it; and the city is
given into the hand of the Chaldeans that
fight against it, because of the sword, and
of the famine, and of the pestilence; and
what Thou hast spoken is come to pass;
and, behold, Thou seest it.

25 Yet Thou hast said unto me, O Lord
GOD: Buy thee the field for money, and
call witnesses; whereas the city is given

into the hand of the Chaldeans.’ {S}

36 And now therefore thus saith the
LORD, the God of Israel, concerning
this city, whereof ye say: It is given into
the hand of the king of Babylon by the
sword, and by the famine, and by the
pestilence:
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Chapter 33

37 Behold, I will gather them out of all
the countries, whither I have driven
them in Mine anger, and in My fury,
and in great wrath; and I will bring
them back unto this place, and I will
cause them to dwell safely;

38 and they shall be My people, and I
will be their God;

39 and [ will give them one heart and
one way, that they may fear Me for
ever; for the good of them, and of their
children after them;

40 and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them, that I will not turn
away from them, to do them good; and |
will put My fear in their hearts, that they
shall not depart from Me.

41 Yea, [ will rejoice over them to do
them good, and I will plant them in this
land in truth with My whole heart and
with My whole soul. {S}

42 For thus saith the LORD: Like as |
have brought all this great evil upon this
people, so will I bring upon them all the
good that I have promised them.

43 And fields shall be bought in this
land, whereof ye say: It is desolate,

without man or beast; it is given into
the hand of the Chaldeans.

44 Men shall buy fields for money, and
subscribe the deeds, and seal them, and
call witnesses, in the land of Benjamin,
and in the places about Jerusalem, and
in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of
the hill-country, and in the cities of the
Lowland, and in the cities of the South;
for I will cause their captivity to return,
saith the LORD.’
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10 Thus saith the LORD: Yet again there
shall be heard in this place, whereof ye
say: It is waste, without man and without
beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in
the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate,
without man and without inhabitant and
without beast,

11 the voice of joy and the voice of
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and
the voice of the bride, the voice of them
that say: 'Give thanks to the LORD of
hosts, for the LORD is good, for His
mercy endureth for ever’, even of them
that bring offerings of thanksgiving into
the house of the LORD. For [ will cause
the captivity of the land to return as at the
first, saith the LORD. {S}

14 Behold, the days come, saith the
LORD, that I will perform that good
word which I have spoken concerning the
house of Israel and concerning the house
of Judah.

15 In those days, and at that time, will
cause a shoot of righteousness to grow up
unto David; and he shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land.

16 In those days shall Judah be saved, and
Jerusalem shall dwell safely; and this is
the name whereby she shall be called, the
LORD is our righteousness. {S}

23 And the word of the LORD came to
Jeremiah, saying:

24 'Considerest thou not what this people
have spoken, saying: The two families
which the LORD did choose, He hath
cast them off? and they contemn My
people, that they should be no more a
nation before them. {S}

25 Thus saith the LORD: If My covenant
be not with day and night, if I have not
appointed the ordinances of heaven and
earth;

26 then will I also cast away the seed of
Jacob, and of David My servant, so that |
will not take of his seed to be rulers over
the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
for I will cause their captivity to return,
and will have compassion on them.’



