The Return to Belt El
The final blessing

A turning point
A model



The "Boring part” of Vayishlach
Not the encounter with Esav or the angel,
Not the rape of Dina or the murder of
Shechem...
What is its significance?



Context
On his way home from the Shechem disaster
He is told to build an altar in Beit El as
promised
Yaakov cleans his household of idols
He builds an altar in Beit El
Devorah dies
G-d appears to him



Ch. 35
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English

God appeared again to Jacob on his arrival from Paddan-aram, and He blessed
him. God said to him,“You whose name is Jacob, You shall be called Jacob no
more, But Israel shall be your name.” Thus He named him Israel. And God said
to him, “I am El Shaddai. Be fertile and increase; A nation, yea an assembly of
nations, Shall descend from you. Kings shall issue from your loins. The land that
| assigned to Abraham and Isaac | assign to you; And to your offspring to come

Will | assign the land.” God parted from him at the spot where He had spoken to
him; and Jacob set up a pillar at the site where He had spoken to him, a pillar of
stone, and he offered a libation on it and poured oil upon it. Jacob gave the site,
where God had spoken to him, the name of Bethel.



And then what?

Rakhel dies as they move on

Binyamin is born

Yaakov moves on and Reuven (sleeps with?) Bilhah
12 tribes are listed

Yakov goes home to Chevron

Yitzchak dies



Questions

Why does Yaakov not run home?

Why is there an altar in Shechem but G-d asks him to build one in Beit EI?
Why did the rape of Dina happen after he built an altar?

Why did they rid themselves of idols only in Beit EI?

What does Devora’s death represent?

Yaakov is blessed many times. What does this blessing represent?

Why does Rakhel die as they leave Beit EI?

Why did Reuven commit his crime only at this point?



The blessing at Beit El, the centerpiece



Elements in previous blessing at Beit El

And the LORD was standing beside him and He said, “I| am the LORD, the God of
your father Abraham and the God of Isaac: the ground on which you are lying | will
assign to you and to your offspring.

Your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread out to the
west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All the families of the earth
shall bless themselves by you and your descendants.
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Blessing of Isaac to Jacob when he knew who he was
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May El Shaddai bless you, make you fertile and
numerous, so that you become an assembly of peoples.



Blessings to Abraham

D072 NN NY N7TART NN 7iTa i Jwykl | will make of you a great nation,
And | will bless you;

| will make your name great,

And you shall be a blessing.
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| will bless those who bless you

And curse him that curses you,;

And all the families of the earth

Shall bless themselves by you.”
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| will make you exceedingly fertile, and make
nations of you; and kings shall come forth
from you.



Note similarity to Avraham
Gen 19, 27
And Avraham woke up in the morning to the
place that he had stood there in front of G-d.



Pru Urvu

Blessing to humanity after the flood, Ch. 9

““““

God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, “Be fertile and increase, and fill the earth.

Ibn Ezra on Beit El, Vayishlach

BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY. This is a blessing as in the account of the Creation.



What about Isaac? What is there? Missing?
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Reside in this land, and | will be with you and bless you; | will assign all these
lands to you and to your heirs, fulfilling the oath that | swore to your father
Abraham.
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“YIXD Uia 72 quat2 197anal | will make your heirs as numerous as the stars of
heaven, and assign to your heirs all these lands, so that all the nations of the earth
shall bless themselves by your heirs—



How can he be fruitful? He already had 12-13 kids!

Tani Finkelstein
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What is pru urvu Jewishly?
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Tzror Hamor: The special blessing!
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The context prelude to Beit El

x7 NATN DYDYV ngay) e A%y oig w7 iy K

NN 1RY 191 30122 37X nX1In God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and remain there; and
build an altar there to the God who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother
Esau.”
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said to his household and to all who were with him, “Rid yourselves of the alien gods in your
midst, purify yourselves, and change your clothes.

.....

go up to Bethel, and | will build an altar there to the God who answered me when | was in
distress and who has been with me wherever | have gone.”



cont'd
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They gave to Jacob all the alien gods that they had, and the rings that were in their
ears, and Jacob buried them under the terebinth that was near Shechem.

APY 92 DK 19T K71 DD'NILA0 MK DWNT DX NAN | '11ve’

As they set out, a terror from God fell on the cities roundabout, so that they did not
pursue the sons of Jacob.
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Bethel—in the land of Canaan, he and all the nation who were with him.

NN 19N D722 0AYRD 19X 1720 DY D RTNA 7R DizaY? X' nam oY 271 There he built an altar and named
the site El-bethel,2“The God of Bethel.” for it was there that God had revealed Himself to him when he was
fleeing from his brother.
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Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and was buried under the oak below Bethel; so it was named
Allon-bacuth. Understcod a5 “the oak of the weeping.”

NN I D)X [T9N XA TV ARy X 0N XY God appeared again to Jacob on his arrival from
Paddan-aram, and He blessed him.



Make an altar
A Mitzvah to a father
Who else got a mitzvah?



What is Devorah’s role?
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Rav Bick: She represents all that was before. It is behind
him.. what about Rachel?



To be like Avraham
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For | have singled him out, that he may
iInstruct his children and his posterity to keep
the way of the LORD by doing what is just
and right, in order that the LORD may bring
about for Abraham what He has promised
him.”



The aftermath..



QY DY 7Y 01 DY Q' [AX NIYN INX 1RTTIWK DigRa NAyn 27y a3 and Jacob set up a pillar at the site
where He had spoken to him, a pillar of stone, and he offered a libation on it and poured oil upon it.

"N DN DY IRK AT YK DijzAan Dytnk Q7Y X' Jacob gave the site, where God had spoken to him,
the name of Bethel.
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were still some distance short of Ephrath, Rachel was in childbirth, and she had hard labor.

27 NLTDATD RYATIR DTN A% RALART?A Aanwpna 't When her labor was at its hardest, the midwife
said to her, “Have no fear, for it is another boy for you.”

'AN 77N AN INT I KPR NN 1D A1 Nkya 1 But as she breathed her last—for she was
dying—she named him Ben-oni;®Understood as “son of my suffering (or, strength).” but his father called
him Benjamin.®l.e., “son of the right hand,” or “son of the south.”

:DNY N XKID NNI9X T2 2Rl 700 nnnl Thus Rachel died. She was buried on the road to Ephrath—now
Bethlehem.

DIFDTTY 7D NN DAY XD ANNRRT7Y naxn apy' Ayt Over her grave Jacob set up a pillar; it is the pillar at
Rachel’s grave to this day.



What is really going on here?

5 Stages of Jewish history
1) The Altar of Shechem
Destroyed by the rape of Dina and the trickery and murder of Shimon, Levi
2) The Altar of Beit El
Idolatry removed, Devorah is removed or Devorah is the pedagogue
3) Efrat

Rachel dies to make Jacob’s marriage kosher, to remove the idols or to complete the
tribes

4) Migdal Haeder, beyond: Rav Hirsch: nya anK? & ;w1 9RW AK? O¥ O3 2py° 2w ,0°n2 900 300 7w 9
7 Q3 791 R ,00N.

The sin of Reuven, sexual or political
5) Chevron
Reunited with Yitzchak



1) The Altar of Shechem

Destroyed by the rape of Dina and the trickery and murder of Shimon,
Levi

It is parallel to which kingdom?

If it is not the place Jacob had promised to worship at, what is it?



Shechem
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Jacob arrived safe in the city of Shechem which is in the land of Canaan—having
come thus from Paddan-aram—and he encamped before the city.
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The parcel of land where he pitched his tent he purchased from the children of
Hamor, Shechem’s father, for a hundred kesitahs.?Heb. qesit-ah, a unit of
unknown value.
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He set up an altar there, and called it El-elohe-yisrael. (followed by Dina story)



Shiloh

In the north

Destroyed by sons not listening to their fathers, fathers not rebuking sons,
lack of justice

Maybe giluy arayot if you blame Dina for her behavior (I do so with great
hesitancy)

Maybe murder if they were killed unjustly

If the next altar removed idolatry, what did this one have?



2) The Altar of Beit El

What does this remind you of?
Where is it?
What did the first one lack?

If it is a center of teaching, what does it remind you of?



Jerusalem, the chosen place

Why is the blessing of kings mentioned?

Rabbi Tzvi Grumet: Where else do we find purification and removal of idolatry
before the event? What is the connection?



3) Efrat

Rachel dies to make Jacob’s marriage kosher, to remove the idols or to
complete the tribes

Benjamin is born in tragedy: Of whom does this make you think?

What other legacy does she leave?



4) Migdal Haeder, beyond: Rav Hirsch: ay ax apys 2w ,2%m2 519 709 7w 9
T 2R TIDI RIT LD NN MRY IR W IR NG,

If it is political, maybe it is like the sin of needless hatred. When was that?



5) Chevron
Reunited with Yitzchak

It's so ideal, what stage is this? Esav comes to bury too...



5 Stages of Jewish history
1) The Altar of Shechem= Miskan Shiloh, Judges
Destroyed by the rape of Dina and the trickery and murder of Shimon, Levi
2) The Altar of Beit El= Jerusalem, David
Idolatry removed, Devorah is removed or Devorah is the pedagogue
3) Efrat= Saul or the northern tribes’ kingdom
Rachel dies to make Jacob’s marriage kosher, to remove the idols or to complete the tribes

4) Migdal Haeder, beyond: Rav Hirsch: ,5m1 nin ankb I8 ;1w 98w A8 o¥ 03 2py° 2w ,0°°n2 200 300 1y 9
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The sin of Reuven, sexual or political= Second Temple
5) Chevron= Moshiach
Reunited with Yitzchak
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Jacob becomes an Av



Why didn’'t he come home earlier?
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The deeds of the fathers, a sign for the children



Rav Amital

Especially beginnings, every move will be recorded and followed. We are
establishing what does it mean to live Jewishly in Galut, in Israel...



Beit El

A turning point, a model for the future...
You can’t have an altar till the idols are tossed!

You can’t be a forefather until you follow the Torah and teach your children, keep
your vow, return home, follow G-d’s word



