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INTRODUCTION. The Northern Kingdom (Israel) and the House of Omri
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Elijah the Tishbite, an inhabitant of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the
LORD lives, the God of Israel whom I serve, there will be no dew

or rain except at my bidding.” (I Kings 17:1)

Mishna Sanhedrin 10:2
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Three kings and four commoners have no share in the world to

come. Three Kings: Jeroboam, Ahab and Manasseh...

Judah Israel
King Years | Good/ Military [ King Years | Good/ | Military
Bad Bad
Rehoboam 17 Bad Egyptian 22 Bad Civil conflict
invasion
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Abijam 3 Bad Civil
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Asa 41 Good Civil war: § Nadab 2 Bad Civil conflict
Asa pays BNNHNBNND ORI D A IR IR P PN
Aram to Baasha 24 Bad Civil war +

invasion

attack
Baasha Elah 2 Bad
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Omri 12 Very
bad
Achav 22 Ver
Yehoshafat 25 Good bady
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I Kings ch.16 ™ paxona
In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah son of Baasha n‘7X77n nTin' 7170 NOX? Nw wwi Dwy Nawa (N)
became king of Israel, and he reigned in Tirzah two years. °Zimri, one 172V '’V w1 (D) :DMIW XN IR U RWYUA A
of his officials, who had command of half his chariots, plotted against n'a 10w ANW NXIN2 KN 2070 YNNI Nt
him. Elah was in Tirzah at the time, getting drunk in the home of Arza, NN NN 72U TWKR RXIX



the palace administrator at Tirzah. ...}t As soon as he began to reign and
was seated on the throne, he killed off Baasha’s whole family.

%1n the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, Zimri reigned in
Tirzah seven days. The army was encamped near Gibbethon, a
Philistine town. ® When the Israelites in the camp heard that Zimri
had plotted against the king and murdered him, they proclaimed
Omri, the commander of the army, king over Israel that very day there
in the camp. ¥ Then Omri and all the Israelites with him withdrew
from Gibbethon and laid siege to Tirzah. ® When Zimri saw that the
city was taken, he went into the citadel of the royal palace and set the
palace on fire around him. So he died.

.21 Then the people of Israel were split into two factions; half
supported Tibni son of Ginath for king, and the other half supported
Omri. 2But Omri’s followers proved stronger than those of Tibni son
of Ginath. So Tibni died and Omri became king.

B |n the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri became king of
Israel, and he reigned twelve years, six of them in Tirzah. 2* He bought
the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents' of silver and built a
city on the hill, calling it Samaria, after Shemer, the name of the
former owner of the hill.

5 But Omri did evil in the eyes of the LORD and sinned more than all
those before him. 2 He followed completely the ways of Jeroboam
son of Nebat, committing the same sin Jeroboam had caused Israel to
commit, so that they aroused the anger of the LORD, the God of Israel,
by their worthless idols.

27 ps for the other events of Omri’s reign, what he did and the things
he achieved, are they not written in the book of the annals of the
kings of Israel? 2 Omri rested with his ancestors and was buried in
Samaria. And Ahab his son succeeded him as king.

21n the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of Omri
became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over Israel twenty-
two years. 3° Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of

the LORD than any of those before him. 31 He not only considered it
trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also
married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began
to serve Baal and worship him. 32 He set up an altar for Baal in the
temple of Baal that he built in Samaria. 33 Ahab also made an Asherah
pole and did more to arouse the anger of the LORD, the God of Israel,
than did all the kings of Israel before him.

34|n Ahab’s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho. He laid its foundations
at the cost of his firstborn son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the
cost of his youngest son Segub, in accordance with the word of

the LORD spoken by Joshua son of Nun.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings%2016&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9308a
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v. 23-24 Omri moves the Capital city.

Omri's prestige and qualities of leadership were such that he was able to hand the
throne down to his grandsons. During the decades of the Omride Dynasty (c. 876-
842 B.C.) Israel was consolidated and saved from further disintegration. Thanks to
the Mesha Stele, we know that Omri reconquered Moab and resettled Israelites in
the territory north of the Arnon; he also seems to have been victorious against
Aram. At the same time, Omri oriented his policy westward, toward the
Mediterranean and Phoenicia. About 870 B.C. he transferred his capital from
Tirzah, which faced eastward, to the splendid new site of Samaria, facing
westward toward the Mediterranean and northwestward toward Phoenicia...
Omiri's friendly relationship to Phoenicia was sealed by marriage of his crown prince
to Jezebel, daughter of Ittobaal, the Sidonian king of Tyre (887-856 B.C.). One
important reason for this alliance was undoubtedly the common danger to both
constituted by the steady expansion of the power of Ben-Hadad, king of Aram (c.
880-842 B.C.). The alliance proved fatal to the permanence of the dynasty, but it
probably brought considerable wealth to both Omri and Ahab through the
accompanying expansion of trade relations between Israel and Phoenicia. By this
time North Africa and Spain, as well as Sardinia, had certainly been colonized, and
Sidonian power was at its height. (W.F Albright)

Talmud Sanhedrin 102b
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Rabbi Yohanan says: For what virtue was Omri, king of Israel privileged to ascend to the
monarchy? Because he added one city in Eretz Yisrael, as it is stated: “And he bought the hill
of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of
the city that he built after Shemer, the owner of the hill, Samaria” (I Kings 16:24).



