Tishrei - a Month of Holidays or a ‘Holiday Month’

The 'Tishrei Holidays' vs. the 'Pilgrimage Holidays & their Biblical logic'
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

I. The 'facts’

In Sefer Shmot, we find only the 3 'Pilgrimage Holidays
[see 23:14-17 & 34:14-20]

In Sefer Devarim - ONLY the 3 'Pilgrimage Holidays
[see 16:1-17]

In Vayikra - we find ALL the holidays with LUNAR dates
[chapter 23 - & includes shabbat]

In Bamidbar - we find ALL the holidays AND Rosh Chodesh
[chapters 28->29]

Discuss the agricultural calendar in the Land of Israel

II. The questions:

A. Why not present all the holidays together in one book?
B. Why don't the Tishrei holidays appear in Shmot/Devarim
C. Are the additional Tishrei holidays a ‘group’

If so, what theme do they share?

If not, why the need for so many, & why those dates
D. Why is the number 7 so central to the holidays,

& how might that relate to Tishrei = 7™ month
E. What is the logic of a holiday on the 10™ of month

And why the name “kippurim”

III. The connection to the sin of the Golden Calf
Discuss, when the laws in Shmot & Devarim are given
Discuss why there was a need for a renewed covenant
& the meaning of 'attributes of mercy’
Discuss the three sets of ‘40 days' at Har Sinai
[based on Shmot chapters 32->34 and Devarim 9]


https://torahinmotion.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=113442&qid=16110544

IV. Calculations based on the three sets of 40 days !
e Arrival at Har Sinai - early in the third month
At least three days of preparation - Shmot 19
e First 40 days - first luchot - see Shmot 24:12-18
e Forty days of prayer - Devarim 9:11-19
e Forty days of second luchot - Devarim 10:1-5 & 10-11
In light of Shmot 34:27-29
Assuming Torah given on 6th or 7th of the 3™ month
Add 40 - arrive at 17™ of 4™ month = 17 Tamuz
Hence: middle 40 days of prayer = 18 Tamuz till 29 Av
Therefore: Last 40 days [second Luchot]
= 1 Elul thru 10 Tishrei
[or what later becomes the time of repentance]

Maybe Chazal based 7 Sivan by working backward from 10 Tishrei !

What happened of the 10™ of Tishrei
And its connection to Matan Torah!
Shmot 32:30-32:
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10 Tishrei = the day Moshe came down with 2™ luchot!
[The covenant of Sinai is now eternal]

If so, maybe we need to re-new the INAGURAL ceremony
On the 8™ day — the sh’china returned



V. Shmot 23:9-19 - the first presentation of the holidays

/ at the conclusion of ‘law’ unit in Parshat Mishpatim
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Followed by laws — related to those holidays:
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Discuss the agricultural nature
& the logic of visiting Hashem during the critical times of
the agricultural year



Note how it relates to the dangers of idol worship!
V. Devarim chapter 11 — rain cycle in Land of Israel
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VI. Tracing the Biblical concept of “kappara”
Breishit 6:14 - Noah's ark
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Shmot 16:14 — Manna described like ‘frost’ covering the ground
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Shmot 32:30 “kappara” in the story of Golden Calf
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Shmot chapter 29: the Seven Day Inauguration ceremony of the Mishkan
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the altar, and sanctify it; thus shall the altar
be most holy; whatsoever toucheth the altar
shall be holy.

Avoda of High Priest on Yom Kippur — Vayikra 16:3-16
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