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A voice cries, Prepare in the wilderness the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made
low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: and the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it.

Crooked Crisis:
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FOR HE HATH SUPPLANTED ME. Va-yakeveni (for he hath supplanted me) is to be rendered: for he hath
deceived me. Ve-okbah (in subtlety) in But Jehu did it in subtlety (ve-okbah) (II Kings 10:19) is similar.
"According to I.E. it should be translated: But Jehu acted with deceit. 1t is possible that it comes from
the same root as akov (deceitful) in The heart is deceitful (akov) (Jer. 17:9). Akovis the opposite of
mishor (straight). “Cf. Is. 40:4, ve-hayah he-akov le-mishor (and the rugged shall be made level). We

thus see that akov is the opposite of mishor. (Ibn Ezra)

Crooked Consequences:
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Straightening Up:
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Alternate Option:
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Whoever is wise, let him understand these things: whoever is prudent let him know them; for the
ways of the Lord are right, and the just do walk in them: but the transgressors shall stumble in
them.

This was the greatness of our forefathers. In addition to being righteous, pious, and lovers of God to

the utmost degree, they were also yesharim. That means they were civil with the [other] nations of
the world, despite [the latter] being detestable idol worshipers. Our forefathers nevertheless
extended them love and concern for their welfare, as this fortifies [God’s] creation.

[To illustrate,] we see how our forefather Avraham exerted himself greatly in prayer for the welfare
of Sodom. He desired their survival, even though he totally detested them and their king due to

their evil ways (as is clear from how he spoke to the King of Sodom). In the Midrash Rabbah on

Parashas Vayerah, (Parasha 49) we find the following about this:
The Holy One Blessed Be He said to our forefather Avraham, “You love righteousness and loathe
wickedness. You love to vindicate My creations and you loathe to convict them.”

He literally was like the father of a multitude of nations. For even when one’s son is not walking in
righteousness, [the father still] seeks out his wellbeing and benefit. Similarlg did graciousness and
the most remarkable civility abound within Avraham’s words to Lot, as will become clear in the

parashah of Lech L’cha.

We also see how conciliatory our forefather Yitzchak was with his enemies, and was reconciled to a
much greater extent than befitted the minimal words of appeasement submitted by Avimelech and
his friends - as explained over there.

Further, even though our forefather Yaakov was justifiably furious with Lavan - as he was aware
that Lavan wanted to eradicate [him and his followers; and it would have happened] were it not for
God [stopping him] - he, nevertheless, spoke with [Lavan] in a gentle manner, This is the case to

such an extent that [the Sages] said of him in Bereishis Rabbah (Parasha74), * [Better] the anger of

the forefathers than the modesty of the descendant”— [Yaakov] was readily appeased by him.
We have likewise gleaned much [more] from the forefathers’ societal behavior. This behavior is
that which sustains the world, which is in turn a theme particular to this Book, the Book of

Creation. For this reason this book is also entitled Sefer Ha-Yashar, highlighting this aspect of our
forefathers’ actions. (Netziv, intro to Sefer Beresheet)



