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What seems to be the motivating factor behind the daughters of Tzlafchdad’s actions? How does it look for a feminist? A

Zionist?

Numbers Chapter 27

1 Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son
of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of
Manasseh the son of Joseph; and these are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 And they stood
before Moses, and before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and all
the congregation, at the door of the tent of meeting, saying: 3 'Our father
died in the wilderness, and he was not among the company of them that
gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah,
but he died in his own sin; and he had no sons. 4 Why should the name of
our father be done away from among his family, because he had no son?
Give unto us a possession among the brethren of our father.' 5 And Moses
brought their cause before the LORD. {P}

6 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: 7 'The daughters of
Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of an
inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the
inheritance of their father to pass unto them. 8 And thou shalt speak unto
the children of Israel, saying: If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall
cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter. 9 And if he have no
daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his brethren. 10 And if he
have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his father's
brethren. 11 And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his
inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to him of his family, and he shall
possess it. And it shall be unto the children of Israel a statute of judgment,
as the LORD commanded Moses.' {P} (JPS 1917)
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Now that we have properly explained how amazing they are, we can find out what the future holds for them.

Numbers Chapter 36

1And the heads of the fathers' houses of the family of the children of
Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons
of Joseph, came near, and spoke before Moses, and before the princes, the
heads of the fathers' houses of the children of Israel; 2 and they said: 'The
LORD commanded my lord to give the land for inheritance by lot to the
children of Israel; and my lord was commanded by the LORD to give the
inheritance of Zelophehad our brother unto his daughters. 3 And if they be
married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, then
will their inheritance be taken away from the inheritance of our fathers, and
will be added to the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they shall belong; so
will it be taken away from the lot of our inheritance. 4 And when the jubilee
of the children of Israel shall be, then will their inheritance be added unto
the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they shall belong; so will their
inheritance be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.'
5 And Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of
the LORD, saying: 'The tribe of the sons of Joseph speaketh right. 6 This is
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the thing which the LORD hath commanded concerning the daughters of
Zelophehad, saying: Let them be married to whom they think best; only
into the family of the tribe of their father shall they be married. 7 So shall
no inheritance of the children of Israel remove from tribe to tribe; for the
children of Israel shall cleave every one to the inheritance of the tribe of his
fathers. 8 And every daughter, that possesseth an inheritance in any tribe of
the children of Israel, shall be wife unto one of the family of the tribe of her
father, that the children of Israel may possess every man the inheritance of
his fathers. 9 So shall no inheritance remove from one tribe to another tribe;
for the tribes of the children of Israel shall cleave each one to its own
inheritance.' 10 Even as the LORD commanded Moses, so did the daughters
of Zelophehad. 11 For Mahlah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah,
the daughters of Zelophehad, were married unto their father's brothers'
sons. 12 They were married into the families of the sons of Manasseh the
son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of the family of
their father. 13 These are the commandments and the ordinances, which the
LORD commanded by the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel in the
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plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. {P} (JPS1917)
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Who were the sons of Machir to demand the share of the land?

Numbers Chapter 32

INow the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great
multitude of cattle; and when they saw the land of Jazer, and the land of
Gilead, that, behold, the place was a place for cattle, 2 the children of
Gad and the children of Reuben came and spoke unto Moses, and to
Eleazar the priest, and unto the princes of the congregation, saying: 3
'Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elealeh,
and Sebam, and Nebo, and Beon, 4 the land which the LORD smote
before the congregation of Israel, is a land for cattle, and thy servants
have cattle." {S} 5 And they said: 'If we have found favour in thy sight,
let this land be given unto thy servants for a possession; bring us not over
the Jordan." 6 And Moses said unto the children of Gad and to the
children of Reuben: 'Shall your brethren go to the war, and shall ye sit
here? 7 And wherefore will ye turn away the heart of the children of
Israel from going over into the land which the LORD hath given them?
...39 And the children of Machir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead,
and took it, and dispossessed the Amorites that were therein. 40 And
Moses gave Gilead unto Machir the son of Manasseh; and he dwelt
therein. 41 And Jair the son of Manasseh went and took the villages
thereof, and called them Havvoth-jair. 42 And Nobah went and took
Kenath, and the villages thereof, and called it Nobah, after his own name.
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Is it fitting that Benot Tzlafchad married their cousins?




Textual Comparison using alhatorah.com
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Midrash Fits

Rashi Bamidbar 27:1

Aov 12 Iwan nnown? OF THE FAMILIES OF MANASSEH THE SON OF
JOSEPH — Why is this stated? Has it not already been said fwin 12, and
consequently we know that they belonged to the family of Manasseh the son of
Joseph?! But it is to suggest the following idea to you: Just as Joseph held the
Promised Land dear, as it is said, (Genesis 50:25) “And ye shall bring my bones
up (to Palestine) from hence”, so, too, his daughters held the Land dear, as it is
said, (v. 4) “Give us an inheritance”; and further to teach you that they were
righteous all of them (everyone here mentioned in the pedigree), for in every case
where a person’s doings and his ancestors’ doings are nowhere plainly described
and Scripture somewhere enters into the details of the pedigree in respect to one
of them, tracing his genealogy back to someone worthy of praise, it is evident that
the person in question is himself a righteous man and a son of a righteous father.
But if it gives his genealogy in connection with something deserving of
reprobation, — as, for example, (2 Kings 25:25) “Ishmael the son of Nethanian
the son of Elishama came ... and smote Gedaliah”, then it is quite certain that all
who are mentioned in connection with him were wicked people (Sifrei Bamidbar
133:1).
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131 777 X2 X0 AND HE WAS NOT [... IN THE CONGREGATION OF
KORAH] — Because they intended to state n» 1nvn2a, that HE DIED IN HIS
OWN SIN they felt compelled to say he had taken no part in the sin of those who
murmured, nor had he been in the congregation of Korah who incited the people
against the Holy One, blessed be He (cf. Sifrei Bamidbar 133:3, Bava Batra
118b), but he had died through his own sin only, and had not made others to sin
with him (Sifrei Bamidbar 133:3). — As regards what this sin was, R. Akiba said
that he was the man who gathered sticks on the Sabbath day (Numbers 15:32); R.
Simeon said that he was one of those who presumed to disobey God’s command
(Numbers 14:44) (Shabbat 96b).
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