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Vayakhel: The Cultivation of Talent

L. Betzalel’s Unique Talent
1. Exodus 31:1-11

7' spoke to Moses: See, I have singled out by name Bezalel son of Uri
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. I have endowed him with a
divine spirit of skill, ability, and knowledge in every kind of craft; to
make designs for work in gold, silver, and copper, to cut stones for
setting and to carve wood—to work in every kind of craft.
Moreover, I have assigned to him Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the
tribe of Dan; and I have also granted skill to all who are
skillful, that they may make everything that I have commanded
you: the Tent of Meeting, the Ark for the Pact and the cover upon
it, and all the furnishings of the Tent; the table and its utensils, the
pure lampstand and all its fittings, and the altar of incense; the altar
of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the laver and its stand; the
service vestments, the sacral vestments of Aaron the priest and the
vestments of his sons, for their service as priests; as well as the
anointing oil and the aromatic incense for the sanctuary. Just as I
have commanded you, they shall do.

2. Shemot Rabbah 40:2

Moses readied to descend [Mount Sinai] under the impression that
he would be crafting it. The Holy One blessed be He called him and
said to him: ‘Moses, I have made you king; it is not the way of a king
to craft anything, but rather, he decrees and others craft. You, too,
do not have license to craft anything, but rather, say to them and
they will craft it.” But He did not say to whom he should say. Moses
said: “To whom shall I say?” He said to him: ‘I will show you.” What
did the Holy One blessed be He do? He brought him the book of
Adam the first man, and showed him all the generations that are
destined to stand from Genesis until the revival of the dead, each
generation and its kings, each generation and its leaders, each
generation and its prophets. He said to him: ‘Each and every one I
appointed from that time. Likewise, I appointed Betzalel from
that time.” That is, “see, I have called by name Betzalel.”

3. Berakhot 55a:13-14

Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: Bezalel knew how to join the letters with
which heaven and earth were created. From where do we derive this? It is
written here in praise of Bezalel: “And I have filled him with the spirit of
God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner
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of workmanship” (Exodus 31:3); and it is written there with regard to creation
of heaven and earth: “The Lord, by wisdom, founded the earth; by
understanding He established the heavens” (Proverbs 3:19), and it is
written: “By His knowledge the depths were broken up and the skies drop
down the dew” (Proverbs 3:20). We see that wisdom, understanding, and
knowledge, the qualities with which the heavens and earth were created, are all
found in Bezalel. On a similar note, Rabbi Yohanan said: The Holy One,
Blessed be He, only grants wisdom to one who already possesses wisdom, as
it is stated: “He gives wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to they who
know understanding” (Daniel 2:21). Rav Tahalifa, from the West, Eretz
Yisrael, heard this and repeated it before Rabbi Abbahu. Rabbi Abbahu said
to him: You learned proof for this idea from there; we learn it from here: As
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it is written in praise of the builders of the Tabernacle: “And in the hearts of

all who are wise-hearted I have placed wisdom” (Exodus 31:6).

4. Midrash Tanchuma, Vayakhel 2:1-2

And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in
understanding, and in knowledge (Exod. 35:31). Wisdom is
mentioned, despite the fact that he had been endowed previously with
wisdom, to teach us that the Holy One, blessed be He, does not grant
wisdom to anyone unless he already possesses some wisdom. A lady
asked R. Yosé the son of Halafta: “What is meant by He giveth wisdom
to the wise (Dan. 2:21)? Should not the verse say ‘He giveth wisdom to
the fool’?” He replied: “My daughter, if two men came to you to
borrow money, one of them being poor and the other rich, to whom
would you lend the money?” She answered: “I would lend the money to
the rich man, of course.” “Why?” he asked. And she replied: “If the rich
man should suffer a loss, he would still have sufficient money to repay
me, but if the poor man lost my money, how could he possibly repay
me?” He said to her: “Let your ears hear what your lips have said. If the
Holy One, blessed be He, gave wisdom to fools, they would still sit in
privies, in filthy alleys, and in bathhouses, and would not put the
wisdom to use. Hence the Holy One, blessed be He, gives wisdom to
the wise, who sit in the chambers of the elders, in synagogues, and in
house of study, and they utilize that wisdom.” Therefore it is written:
He bath filled him with wisdom (Exod. 35:35). He gives wisdom to one
who possesses wisdom and understanding and knowledge in all kinds of
work. Similarly, you find that this was so in the case of Joshua: Joshua
the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom (Deut. 34:9), for he
already possessed wisdom.

This may be compared to a shopkeeper to whom a man goes to
purchase wine, honey, oil, or brine. The shopkeeper smells the odor that
comes from the bottle, and if it is of wine he pours wine into it, and he
does likewise with honey, oil, or brine. When the Holy One, blessed be
He, observes that a man has the spirit of wisdom within him, He fills
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him with additional wisdom. Hence He hath filled him with the spirit of
wisdoms, since he already possesses some.

S. Ibn Ezra on Exodus 31:6:2
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HAVE PUT WISDOM. To do work. Also one finds in human nature
the ability to devise intricate geometric forms without ever having
studied this science.

6. Ramban on Exodus 31:1

SEE, I HAVE CALLED BY NAME BEZALEL THE SON OF URI,
THE SON OF HUR. G-d said to Moses, See, I have called by name, and
Moses said to Israel, See, the Eternal hath called by name. The reason for
this is because Israel in Egypt had been crushed under the work z»
mortar and in brick, and had acquired no knowledge of how to
work with silver and gold, and the cutting of precious stones, and
had never seen them at all. It was thus a wonder that there was to
be found amongst them such a great wise-hearted man who knew
how to work with silver and gold, and in cutting of stones [for
setting] and in carving of wood, a craftsman, an embroiderer, and a
weaver. For even amongst those who study before the experts, you
cannot find one who is proficient in all these crafts. And even those
who know them and are used to doing them, if their hands are
continually engaged in [work with] lime and mud, lose the ability
to do with them such artistic and delicate work.

II Other People Had Skills Too
7. Exodus 35:20-26

So the whole community of the Israelites left Moses’ presence. And
everyone who excelled in ability and everyone whose spirit
moved him came, bringing to the LORD his offering for the work of
the Tent of Meeting and for all its service and for the sacral
vestments.... And all the skilled women spun with their own hands,
and brought what they had spun, in blue, purple, and crimson yarns,
and in fine linen. And all the women who excelled in that skill spun
the goats’ hair.

8. Ramban on Exodus 35:21:1
AND THEY CAME, EVERY ONE WHOSE HEART STIRRED HIM
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UP. This is said with reference to the wise men who did the work, for we do X7 92,70 IR 79R922 DWW 27001

not find the use of this phrase, “the stirring up of the heart,” in connection
with those who merely brought the donations; Scripture rather mentions
“generosity of heart” with reference to them. Now the reason for using
such a phrase, whose beart stirred him up, is because they undertook to do
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say to him, “I will do all that my lord speaks.”

III.  Betzalel Cultivated The Talents of Others
9. Exodus 35:30-36:2

And Moses said to the Israclites: See, the LORD has singled out by
name Bezalel, son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. He has
endowed him with a divine spirit of skill, ability, and knowledge in
every kind of craft and has inspired him™ to make designs for work in
gold, silver, and copper, to cut stones for setting and to carve
wood—to work in every kind of designer’s craft— and to give
directions. He and Oholiab son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan
have been endowed with the skill to do any work—of the carver, the
designer, the embroiderer in blue, purple, crimson yarns, and in fine
linen, and of the weaver—as workers in all crafts and as makers of
designs. Let, then, Bezalel and Oholiab and all the skilled persons
whom the LORD has endowed with skill and ability to perform
expertly all the tasks connected with the service of the sanctuary carry
out all that the LORD has commanded. Moses then called Bezalel
and Oholiab, and every skilled person whom the LORD had
endowed with skill, everyone who excelled in ability, to
undertake the task and carry it out.

10. Haamek Davar on Exodus 35:34:1

And to give directions. That he wanted to take upon himself the
labor and care to teach others skills. And also if some question about
how to understand the Torah arose Betzalel would teach in this same
way.

11. Haamek Davar on Exodus 36:2:1-2

That Hashem gave wisdom into his heart. The Torah explains
what the relevance is of putting wisdom into the heart - for all is
in the hands of God other than fear of God- so we can
understand what it means that his heart was stirred etc. This is
also a wisdom of the heart, to trust that you will succeed in this
action and to want to accept upon himself to come close to that
work, even though he didn’t learn this artform ever.

And this truly is the way of secular work, it is related to a stirring
of the heart towards a type of activity. By way of analogy: if a
person comes to make a school to teach children different crafts.
He would bring all the children to choose which they desire to
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put their hands to. One says “I want this” and another say “I
want this.” The choice helps each of them to focus their learning
for a few years and pursue the goal of their choosing.

This is how they built the Mishkan - each chose which craft they
could do without any study at all. Only with the help of Hashem
for the craft they chose. To come close to the work - to think
about it and also to do it with his hands even though his fingers
were never trained for this labor. All of this stirring of the heart
was a gift from Hashem and it is called wisdom of the heart.

12. Chatam Sofer on Torah, Vayakhel 14

And Betzalel and Oholiav made...the people had never tried these
skills ever. Rather each one’s heart told him that he should weave or
that he should cut stones and the like. Therefore, after each one’s
spirit moved him they would try it themselves and they would make
one little curtain or one small beam or bar and so on and then when
they saw that they were successful and that they could make it, they
brought it to Moshe and when Moshe approved of it he called them
and transferred it all to their hands.
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13. Nahum Sarna - JPS Torah Commentary on Shemot 35:43
And to give directions - They are endowed with the ability to instruct others, which is a divinely
bestowed gift. Ibn Ezra notes that “there are many scholars who are incapable of teaching.”
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