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I. Betzalel’s Unique Talent
1. Exodus 31:1-11

'ה spoke to Moses: See, I have singled out by name Bezalel son of Uri
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. I have endowed himwith a
divine spirit of skill, ability, and knowledge in every kind of craft; to
make designs for work in gold, silver, and copper, to cut stones for
setting and to carve wood—to work in every kind of craft.
Moreover, I have assigned to him Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the
tribe of Dan; and I have also granted skill to all who are
skillful, that they may make everything that I have commanded
you: the Tent of Meeting, the Ark for the Pact and the cover upon
it, and all the furnishings of the Tent; the table and its utensils, the
pure lampstand and all its fittings, and the altar of incense; the altar
of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the laver and its stand; the
service vestments, the sacral vestments of Aaron the priest and the
vestments of his sons, for their service as priests; as well as the
anointing oil and the aromatic incense for the sanctuary. Just as I
have commanded you, they shall do.

ל״א:א׳-י״אשמות
ר הה'וַידְַבֵּ֥ ר׃אֶל־משֶֹׁ֥ ֹֽ הלֵּאמ אתִֽירְאֵ֖ םקָרָ֣ לבְשֵׁ֑ בְּצַלְאֵ֛

י הבֶן־ח֖וּרבֶּן־אוּרִ֥ ר֣וּחַאתֹ֖וֹוָאֲמַלֵּ֥איהְוּדָֽה׃לְמַטֵּ֥
ים האֱלֹקִ֑ עַתוּבִתְבוּנָה֥בְּחׇכְמָ֛ וּבְכׇל־מְלָאכָהֽ׃וּבְדַ֖
ב ֹ֖ תלַחְשׁ ֹ֑ בלַעֲשׂ֛וֹתמַחֲשָׁב סֶףבַּזּהָָ֥ שֶׁת׃וּבַכֶּ֖ ֹֽ וּבַנּחְ

שֶׁת ֹ֥ בֶןוּבַחֲר שֶׁתלְמַלֹּ֖אתאֶ֛ ֹ֣ ץוּבַחֲר לַעֲשׂ֖וֹתעֵ֑
יבְּכׇל־מְלָאכָהֽ׃ תִּיהִנֵּ֧הוַאֲנִ֞ תאִתּ֗וֹנתַָ֣ באֵ֣ אׇהֳלִיאָ֞
ןבֶּן־אֲחִֽיסָמָךְ֙ בבְלֵ֥בוּלְמַטֵּה־דָ֔ תִּיכׇּל־חֲכַם־לֵ֖ נָתַ֣

ה תוְעָשׂ֕וּחׇכְמָ֑ ראֵ֖ ת ׀צִוִּיתִֽךָ׃כׇּל־אֲשֶׁ֥ הֶלאֵ֣ ֹ֣ דא מוֹעֵ֗
תוְאֶת־הָאָֽרןֹ֙ רֶתלָעֵֽדֻ֔ ֹ֖ רוְאֶת־הַכַּפּ יואֲשֶׁ֣ תעָלָ֑ וְאֵ֖

הֶל׃כׇּל־כְּלֵ֥י ֹֽ יווְאֶת־הַשֻּׁלְחָן֙הָא הוְאֶת־כֵּלָ֔ וְאֶת־הַמְּנרָֹ֥
ה יהָהַטְּהרָֹ֖ תוְאֶת־כׇּל־כֵּלֶ֑ חוְאֵ֖ רֶת׃מִזבְַּ֥ ֹֽ הַקְּט

ח הוְאֶת־מִזבְַּ֥ יוהָעלָֹ֖ וְאֶת־הַכִּיּ֖וֹרוְאֶת־כׇּל־כֵּלָ֑
תוְאֶת־כַּנּוֹֽ׃ יוְאֵ֖ דבִּגְדֵ֣ יהַשְּׂרָ֑ דֶשׁ֙וְאֶת־בִּגְדֵ֤ ֹ֙ ןהַקּ ֹ֣ לְאַהֲר

ן יהַכּהֵֹ֔ יווְאֶת־בִּגְדֵ֥ תלְכַהֵןֽ׃בָנָ֖ מֶןוְאֵ֨ השֶׁ֧ הַמִּשְׁחָ֛
רֶת ֹ֥ יםוְאֶת־קְט דֶשׁהַסַּמִּ֖ ֹ֑ ללַקּ ֹ֥ ךָכְּכ יעֲַשֽׂוּ׃אֲשֶׁר־צִוִּיתִ֖

2. Shemot Rabbah 40:2
Moses readied to descend [Mount Sinai] under the impression that
he would be crafting it. The Holy One blessed be He called him and
said to him: ‘Moses, I have made you king; it is not the way of a king
to craft anything, but rather, he decrees and others craft. You, too,
do not have license to craft anything, but rather, say to them and
they will craft it.’ But He did not say to whom he should say. Moses
said: ‘To whom shall I say?’ He said to him: ‘I will show you.’ What
did the Holy One blessed be He do? He brought him the book of
Adam the first man, and showed him all the generations that are
destined to stand from Genesis until the revival of the dead, each
generation and its kings, each generation and its leaders, each
generation and its prophets. He said to him: ‘Each and every one I
appointed from that time. Likewise, I appointed Betzalel from
that time.’That is, “see, I have called by name Betzalel.”

מ:ברבהשמות
לוֹקָרָאאוֹתוֹ,עוֹשֶׂהשֶׁהוּאסָבוּרלֵירֵדמשֶׁהבָּא

אֵיןעֲשִׂיתִיךָמֶלֶךְמשֶׁהלוֹאָמַרהוּאבָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁ
עוֹשִׂים,וַאֲחֵרִיםגּוֹזרֵאֶלָּאדָּבָר,לַעֲשׂוֹתהַמֶּלֶךְדֶּרֶךְ
לָהֶםאֱמרֹאֶלָּאדָּבָרלַעֲשׂוֹתרְשׁוּתלְךָאֵיןאַתָּהאַף
לְמִימשֶׁהאָמַריאֹמַר,לְמִילוֹאָמַרוְלֹאעוֹשִׂין,וְהֵם
בָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁעָשָׂהוּמֶהלָךְ,מַרְאֶהאֲניִלוֹאָמַראמַֹר,
כָּללוֹוְהֶרְאָההָרִאשׁוֹןאָדָםשֶׁלסִפְרוֹלוֹהֵבִיאהוּא

תְּחִיּתַעַדמִבְּרֵאשִׁיתלַעֲמדֹעֲתִידִיןשֶׁהֵןהַדּוֹרוֹת
דּוֹרוּמַנהְִיגָיו,וָדוֹרדּוֹרוּמְלָכָיו,וָדוֹרדּוֹרהַמֵּתִים,

הִתְקַנתְִּיווְאֶחָדאֶחָדכָּללוֹאָמַרוּנבְִיאָיו.וָדוֹר
הִתְקַנְתִּיו,שָׁעָהמֵאוֹתָהּבְּצַלְאֵלוְכֵןשָׁעָה,מֵאוֹתָהּ

בְּצַלְאֵל.בְשֵׁםקָרָאתִירְאֵההֱוֵי:

3. Berakhot 55a:13-14
Rav Yehuda said thatRav said: Bezalel knew how to join the letters with
which heaven and earth were created. From where do we derive this? It is
written here in praise of Bezalel: “And I have filled him with the spirit of
God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner

א:י״ג-י״דנ״הברכות
הָיהָיוֹדֵעַרַב:אָמַריהְוּדָהרַבאָמַר

בָּהֶןשֶׁנּבְִרְאוּאוֹתִיּוֹתלְצָרֵףבְּצַלְאֵל
״וַימְַלֵּאהָכָא:כְּתִיבוָאָרֶץ.שָׁמַיםִ
וּבִתְבוּנהָבְּחׇכְמָהאֱלֹקִיםרוּחַאתֹוֹ
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of workmanship” (Exodus 31:3); and it is written therewith regard to creation
of heaven and earth: “The Lord, by wisdom, founded the earth; by
understanding He established the heavens” (Proverbs 3:19), and it is
written: “By His knowledge the depths were broken up and the skies drop
down the dew” (Proverbs 3:20). We see that wisdom, understanding, and
knowledge, the qualities with which the heavens and earth were created, are all
found in Bezalel. On a similar note,Rabbi Yoḥanan said: The Holy One,
Blessed be He, only grants wisdom to one who already possesses wisdom, as
it is stated: “He gives wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to they who
know understanding” (Daniel 2:21).Rav Taḥalifa, from the West, Eretz
Yisrael, heard this and repeated it before Rabbi Abbahu.Rabbi Abbahu said
to him: You learned proof for this idea from there; we learn it from here: As
it is written in praise of the builders of the Tabernacle: “And in the hearts of
all who are wise-hearted I have placed wisdom” (Exodus 31:6).

בְּחׇכְמָה״ה׳הָתָם:וּכְתִיבוּבְדַעַת״,
בִּתְבוּנהָ״.שָׁמַיםִכּוֹנןֵאָרֶץיסַָד

נבְִקָעוּ״.תְּהוֹמוֹת״בְּדַעְתּוֹוּכְתִיב:

בָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁאֵיןיוֹחָנָן:רַבִּיאָמַר
שֶׁיּשֵׁלְמִיאֶלָּאחָכְמָהנוֹתֵןהוּא
חׇכְמְתָא״יהֵָבשֶׁנּאֱֶמַר:חָכְמָה,בּוֹ

שְׁמַעבִינהָ״.לְידְָעֵיוּמַנדְְּעָאלְחַכִּימִין
וְאַמְרַהּמַעְרְבָאבַּרתַּחְלִיפָארַב

אַתּוּןלֵיהּ:אָמַראֲבָהוּ.דְּרַבִּיקַמֵּיהּ
מֵהָכָאאֲנןַלַהּ,מַתְניִתוּמֵהָתָם
חֲכַםכׇּל״וּבְלֵבדִּכְתִיב:לַהּ,מַתְניִנןַ

חׇכְמָה״.נתַָתִּילֵב

4. Midrash Tanchuma, Vayakhel 2:1-2
And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in
understanding, and in knowledge (Exod. 35:31).Wisdom is
mentioned, despite the fact that he had been endowed previously with
wisdom, to teach us that the Holy One, blessed be He, does not grant
wisdom to anyone unless he already possesses some wisdom. A lady
asked R. Yosé the son of Halafta: “What is meant by He giveth wisdom
to the wise (Dan. 2:21)? Should not the verse say ‘He giveth wisdom to
the fool’?” He replied: “My daughter, if two men came to you to
borrowmoney, one of them being poor and the other rich, to whom
would you lend the money?” She answered: “I would lend the money to
the rich man, of course.” “Why?” he asked. And she replied: “If the rich
man should suffer a loss, he would still have sufficient money to repay
me, but if the poor man lost my money, how could he possibly repay
me?” He said to her: “Let your ears hear what your lips have said. If the
Holy One, blessed be He, gave wisdom to fools, they would still sit in
privies, in filthy alleys, and in bathhouses, and would not put the
wisdom to use. Hence the Holy One, blessed be He, gives wisdom to
the wise, who sit in the chambers of the elders, in synagogues, and in
house of study, and they utilize that wisdom.” Therefore it is written:
He hath filled him with wisdom (Exod. 35:35). He gives wisdom to one
who possesses wisdom and understanding and knowledge in all kinds of
work. Similarly, you find that this was so in the case of Joshua: Joshua
the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom (Deut. 34:9), for he
already possessed wisdom.
This may be compared to a shopkeeper to whom a man goes to
purchase wine, honey, oil, or brine. The shopkeeper smells the odor that
comes from the bottle, and if it is of wine he pours wine into it, and he
does likewise with honey, oil, or brine. When the Holy One, blessed be
He, observes that a man has the spirit of wisdom within him, He fills

ב׳:א׳-ב׳ויקהלתנחומא,מדרש
בוֹהָיתְָהשֶׁכְּבָרבְּחָכְמָה,אֱלֹקִיםרוּחַאתֹוֹוָאֲמַלֵּא
מְמַלֵּאהוּאבָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁשֶׁאֵיןלְלַמֶּדְךָ,חָכְמָה.
אַחַתמַטְרוֹנהָכְּבָר.בּוֹשֶׁיּשֶׁלְמִיאֶלָּאחָכְמָה
יהֵָבשֶׁכָּתַבמַהוּחֲלַפְתָּא,בַּריוֹסִירַבִּיאֶתשָׁאֲלָה
הָיהָלַטִּפְּשִׁיםכא(.ב,)דניאללְחַכִּימִיןחָכְמְתָא
אֶצְלֵךְיבָוֹאוּאִםבִּתִּי,לָהּ:אָמַרלוֹמַר.צָרִיךְ
לִלְווֹתצְרִיכִיןוְהֵןעָשִׁיר,וְאֶחָדעָניִאֶחָדשְׁניַםִ,
לוֹ:אָמְרָהמַלְוָה.אַנתְְּמֵהֶםזהֶלְאֵימָמוֹן,מִמֵּךְ

יחְֶסַר,שֶׁאִםלוֹ:אָמְרָהוְלָמָּה.לָהּ:אָמַרלֶעָשִׁיר.
יאְַבֵּדאִםעָניִ,אֲבָלשֶׁיפְִרָע.מָמוֹןלוֹיהְִיהֶ

מַהאָזנְיַךְישְִׁמְעוּלָהּ:אָמַריפְִרָע.מֵהֵיכָןמְעוֹתַי,
הוּאבָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁהָיהָאִםכָּךְ,מְדַבֵּר.שֶּׁפִּיךְ
כִסְאוֹתבְּבָתֵּייוֹשְׁבִיןהָיוּלַטִּפְּשִׁין,חָכְמָהנוֹתֵן

וְאֵיןמֶרְחֲצָאוֹת,וּבְבָתֵּימְטֻנּפָוֹתוּבִמְבוֹאוֹת
הוּאבָּרוּךְהַקָּדוֹשׁנתְָנהָּאֶלָּאבָּהּ.מִתְעַסְּקִין
בְּבָתֵּיזקְֵניִםבִּישִׁיבַתיוֹשְׁבִיןשֶׁיּהְוּלַחֲכָמִים,
כְּתִיב:לְכָךְבָּהּ.וְעוֹסְקִיןמִדְרָשׁוֹתוּבְבָתֵּיכְנסִֵיּוֹת
בִּתְבוּנהָחָכְמָה,כְבָרבוֹשֶׁהָיהָמִימִלֵּאוָאֲמַלֵּא,
בִּיהוֹשֻׁע,מוֹצֵאאַתְּוְכֵןמְלָאכָה.וּבְכָלוּבְדַעַת
ט(,לד,)דבריםחָכְמָהרוּחַמָלֵאנוּןבִּןוִיהוֹשֻׁעַ
בוֹ.הָיהָשֶׁכְּבָר
אוֹדְבַשׁאוֹייַןִמִמֶּנּוּלִקַּחהוֹלֵךְאָדָםהַזּהֶהַחֶנוְָניִ
אִםבַּכֶּלִי.מֵרִיחַפִּקֵּחַ,כְּשֶׁהַחֶנוְָניִוּמֻרְיסָ,שֶׁמֶן
שֶׁמֶןשֶׁלכְּלִיוְכֵןייַןִ.לְתוֹכוֹנוֹתֵןייַןִ,שֶׁלהָיהָ
הוּאבָּרוּךְוְהַקָּדוֹשׁמֻרְיסָ.וְשֶׁלדְּבַשׁוְשֶׁל

הֱוֵי,מְמַלְּאוֹ.חָכְמָהרוּחַבּוֹשֶׁיּשֶׁבָאָדָםכְּשֶׁרוֹאֶה
בוֹ.הָיהָשֶׁכְּבָררוּחַ,אתֹוֹוָאֲמַלֵּא
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him with additional wisdom. Hence He hath filled him with the spirit of
wisdom, since he already possesses some.

5. Ibn Ezra on Exodus 31:6:2
AND INTHEHEARTSOF ALL THATAREWISE-HEARTED I
HAVE PUTWISDOM. To do work. Also one finds in human nature
the ability to devise intricate geometric forms without ever having
studied this science.

ל״א:ו׳:ב׳שמותעלעזראאבן
ימצאזהגםכימלאכהלעשותלב.חכםכלובלב

עמוקיםדבריםמלבושיוציאהאדםבתולדת
החכמה.למדלאוהואהמדותבמלאכת

6. Ramban on Exodus 31:1
SEE, I HAVE CALLED BYNAME BEZALEL THE SONOFURI,
THE SONOFHUR. G-d said to Moses, See, I have called by name, and
Moses said to Israel, See, the Eternal hath called by name.The reason for
this is because Israel in Egypt had been crushed under the work in
mortar and in brick, and had acquired no knowledge of how to
work with silver and gold, and the cutting of precious stones, and
had never seen them at all. It was thus a wonder that there was to
be found amongst them such a great wise-hearted man who knew
how to work with silver and gold, and in cutting of stones [for
setting] and in carving of wood, a craftsman, an embroiderer, and a
weaver. For even amongst those who study before the experts, you
cannot find one who is proficient in all these crafts. And even those
who know them and are used to doing them, if their hands are
continually engaged in [work with] lime and mud, lose the ability
to do with them such artistic and delicate work.

אל״א:שמותעלרמב"ן
חורבןאוריבןבצלאלבשםקראתיראה
ומשהבשם,קראתיראהלמשההשםאמר
)שמותבשםה'קראראולישראלאמר

פרוכיםבמצריםישראלכיוהטעם,ל״ה:ל׳(.
כסףמלאכתלמדולאולבנים,חומרבעבודת

אותםראוולאטובותאבניםוחרושתוזהב
חכםאדםבהםשימצאפלאהואוהנהכלל.
וחושבועץאבןובחרושתובזהבבכסףגדול

חכמיםלפניבלומדיםאףכיואורג,ורוקם
והיודעיםכלם,האומניותבכלבקיימצאלא

ורפשבטיטתמידידיהםבבאבהםורגילים
ויפה.דקהאומנותבהןלעשותיוכלולא

II. Other People Had Skills Too
7. Exodus 35:20-26
So the whole community of the Israelites left Moses’ presence. And
everyone who excelled in ability and everyone whose spirit
moved him came, bringing to the LORD his offering for the work of
the Tent of Meeting and for all its service and for the sacral
vestments…. And all the skilled women spun with their own hands,
and brought what they had spun, in blue, purple, and crimson yarns,
and in fine linen. And all thewomen who excelled in that skill spun
the goats’ hair.

ול״ה:כ׳-כ״שמות
תוַיֵּצְ֥א֛וּ לכׇּל־עֲדַ֥ אוּמשֶֹֽׁה׃מִלִּפְנֵי֥בְּנֵיֽ־ישְִׂרָאֵ֖ ֹ֕ וַיּבָ

ישׁ ללִבּ֑וֹאֲשֶׁר־נְשָׂא֣וֹכׇּל־אִ֖ ֹ֡ האֲשֶׁר֩וְכ רוּח֜וֹנָדְבָ֨
יאוּאתֹ֗וֹ בִ֠ תהֵ֠ אכֶתה'אֶת־תְּרוּמַ֨ הֶללִמְלֶ֨ ֹ֤ מוֹעֵד֙א

דָת֔וֹ ֹ֣ יוּלְכׇל־עֲב דֶשׁ׃וּלְבִגְדֵ֖ ֹֽ ה…הַקּ וְכׇל־אִשָּׁ֥
ב יהָחַכְמַת־לֵ֖ יאוּטָו֑וּבְּידֶָ֣ הוַיּבִָ֣ לֶת֙מַטְוֶ֗ אֶתֽ־הַתְּכֵ֙

ן וְאֶת־הַשֵּֽׁשׁ׃הַשָּׁנִ֖יאֶת־תּוֹלַ֥עַתוְאֶת־הָאַֽרְגָּמָ֔
ים ל־הַנָּשִׁ֔ רוְכׇ֨ אאֲשֶׁ֨ ןנָשָׂ֥ נָהלִבָּ֛ טָו֖וּהבְּחׇכְמָ֑אתָֹ֖
אֶת־הָעִזִּיֽם׃

8.Ramban on Exodus 35:21:1
ANDTHEY CAME, EVERYONEWHOSEHEART STIRREDHIM
UP. This is said with reference to the wise men who did the work, for we do
not find the use of this phrase, “the stirring up of the heart,” in connection
with those who merely brought the donations; Scripture rather mentions
“generosity of heart” with reference to them. Now the reason for using
such a phrase, whose heart stirred him up, is because they undertook to do

ל״ה:כ״א:א׳שמותעלרמב"ן
עללבונשאואשראישכלויבאו

לאכיכן,יאמרבמלאכההעושיםהחכמים
אבללב,נשיאותהמתנדביםעלמצינו
,לבונשאואשרוטעםנדיבות.בהםיזכיר

שלמדבהםהיהלאכיהמלאכה,אללקרבה
שאימןמיאוממלמד,האלההמלאכותאת
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the work, although there was no one amongst them who had learned these
crafts from an instructor, or had trained his hands at all to do them.
Rather, a person who felt in his nature that he knew how to do such skills,
his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Eternal to come before Moses and
say to him, “I will do all that my lord speaks.”

שידעבטבעומצאאבלכלל,ידיובהן
ו(יז)דה"בה'בדרכילבוויגבהכן,לעשות

כלאעשהאנילולאמרמשהלפנילבא
דובראדוניאשר

III. Betzalel Cultivated The Talents of Others
9. Exodus 35:30-36:2
AndMoses said to the Israelites: See, the LORD has singled out by
name Bezalel, son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. He has
endowed him with a divine spirit of skill, ability, and knowledge in
every kind of craft and has inspired him-c to make designs for work in
gold, silver, and copper, to cut stones for setting and to carve
wood—to work in every kind of designer’s craft— and to give
directions.He and Oholiab son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan
have been endowed with the skill to do any work—of the carver, the
designer, the embroiderer in blue, purple, crimson yarns, and in fine
linen, and of the weaver—as workers in all crafts and as makers of
designs. Let, then, Bezalel and Oholiab and all the skilled persons
whom the LORD has endowed with skill and ability to perform
expertly all the tasks connected with the service of the sanctuary carry
out all that the LORD has commanded.Moses then called Bezalel
and Oholiab, and every skilled person whom the LORD had
endowed with skill, everyone who excelled in ability, to
undertake the task and carry it out.

ל״ה:ל׳-ל״ו:ב׳שמות
אמֶר ֹ֤ לאֶל־בְּנֵ֣ימשֶֹׁה֙וַיּ ארְא֛וּישְִׂרָאֵ֔ םה'קָרָ֥ בְּשֵׁ֑
ל יבְּצַלְאֵ֛ הבֶן־ח֖וּרבֶּן־אוּרִ֥ אתֹ֖וֹוַימְַלֵּ֥איהְוּדָֽה׃לְמַטֵּ֥

יםר֣וּחַ האֱלֹקִ֑ עַתבִּתְבוּנָה֥בְּחׇכְמָ֛ וּבְכׇל־מְלָאכָהֽ׃וּבְדַ֖
ב ֹ֖ תוְלַחְשׁ ֹ֑ תמַחֲֽשָׁב ֹ֛ בלַעֲשׂ סֶףבַּזּהָָ֥ שֶׁת׃וּבַכֶּ֖ ֹֽ וּבַנּחְ

שֶׁת ֹ֥ בֶןוּבַחֲר שֶׁתלְמַלֹּ֖אתאֶ֛ ֹ֣ ץוּבַחֲר לַעֲשׂ֖וֹתעֵ֑
בֶת׃בְּכׇל־מְלֶ֥אכֶת תמַחֲשָֽׁ ֹ֖ ןוּלְהוֹר ה֕וּאוֹבְּלִבּ֑נָתַ֣

ב ךְוְאׇהֳֽלִיאָ֥ אלְמַטֵּה־דָֽן׃בֶּן־אֲחִיסָמָ֖ םמִלֵּ֨ אתָֹ֜
ב שׁ ׀ וְחשֵֹׁב֒כׇּל־מְלֶ֣אכֶתלַעֲשׂוֹת֮חׇכְמַת־לֵ֗ םחָרָ֣ וְרקֵֹ֞
לֶת ןבַּתְּכֵ֣ שׁהַשָּׁנִי֛בְּתוֹלַ֧עַתוּבָאַֽרְגָּמָ֗ גוּבַשֵּׁ֖ עשֵֹׂי֙וְארֵֹ֑

ה יכׇּל־מְלָאכָ֔ ת׃וְחשְֹׁבֵ֖ ֹֽ לוְעָשָׂה֩מַחֲשָׁב בְצַלְאֵ֨
ב ל ׀וְאׇהֳלִיאָ֜ ֹ֣ ישׁוְכ באִ֣ ןאֲשֶׁר֩חֲכַם־לֵ֗ הה'נתַָ֨ חׇכְמָ֤
מָּהוּתְבוּנהָ֙ עַתבָּהֵ֔ תלָדַ֣ ֹ֔ אכֶתלַעֲשׂ תאֶתֽ־כׇּל־מְלֶ֖ עֲבדַֹ֣
דֶשׁ ֹ֑ להַקּ ֹ֥ הלְכ אה'׃אֲשֶׁר־צִוָּ֖ הוַיּקְִרָ֣ משֶֹׁ֗

הֳלִיאָב֒אֶל־בְּצַלְאֵל֮ ישׁוְאֶל֙וְאֶל־אׇֽ בכׇּל־אִ֣ חֲכַם־לֵ֔
ר ןאֲשֶׁ֨ הה'נָתַ֧ לבְּלִבּ֑וֹחׇכְמָ֖ ֹ֚ רכּ לִבּ֔וֹנְשָׂא֣וֹאֲשֶׁ֣

ה הלְקׇרְבָ֥ תאֶל־הַמְּלָאכָ֖ ֹ֥ אתָֹֽהּ׃לַעֲשׂ

10.Haamek Davar on Exodus 35:34:1
And to give directions. That he wanted to take upon himself the
labor and care to teach others skills. And also if some question about
how to understand the Torah arose Betzalel would teach in this same
way.

ל״ה:ל״ד:א׳שמותעלדברהעמק
הטורחלקבלשרצהוגו׳.בלבונתןולהורת
אםוגםהמעשה.אופנילאחריםלהורותוהטפול

היהוכדומההמקראבהבנתשאלהאיזהנפל
הענין:בזההוראהמורהבצלאל

11.Haamek Davar on Exodus 36:2:1-2
That Hashem gave wisdom into his heart. The Torah explains
what the relevance is of putting wisdom into the heart - for all is
in the hands of God other than fear of God- so we can
understand what it means that his heart was stirred etc. This is
also a wisdom of the heart, to trust that you will succeed in this
action and to want to accept upon himself to come close to that
work, even though he didn’t learn this artform ever.
And this truly is the way of secular work, it is related to a stirring
of the heart towards a type of activity. By way of analogy: if a
person comes to make a school to teach children different crafts.
He would bring all the children to choose which they desire to

ל״ו:ב׳:א׳-ב׳שמותעלדברהעמק
שייךהיאךהמקראומפרשבלבו.חכמהה׳נתןאשר
שמיםמיראתחוץב״שהכלהריבלב.חכמהנתינת
הלבחכמתג״כזהווגו׳לבונשאואשרכלמפרשע״כ

ע״עלקבלושירצההפעולהבזושיצליחלבטוח
אומנותמעולםלמדשלאאע״גהמלאכה.אללהתקרב

זו.

מלאכה.לאיזהלבנשיאתשייךחולבמלאכתכןובאמת
אומנותביתלעשותאדםבאאם=משלבדרך=בד״מ
ילדיםהרבהמביאוהיהאומנות.לתינוקותללמד
וזהבזהרוצהאניאומרזהיד.לשלוחחפץבמהלבחור

https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.35.30-36.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.35.30-36.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Haamek_Davar_on_Exodus.35.34.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Haamek_Davar_on_Exodus.35.34.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Haamek_Davar_on_Exodus.36.2.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Haamek_Davar_on_Exodus.36.2.1-2


בס"ד

put their hands to. One says “I want this” and another say “I
want this.” The choice helps each of them to focus their learning
for a few years and pursue the goal of their choosing.

This is how they built the Mishkan - each chose which craft they
could do without any study at all. Only with the help of Hashem
for the craft they chose. To come close to the work - to think
about it and also to do it with his hands even though his fingers
were never trained for this labor. All of this stirring of the heart
was a gift fromHashem and it is called wisdom of the heart.

לעניןלהםמועלתוהבחירהבזה.רוצהאניאומר
שבחרהמלאכהתכליתעלשיעמודשניםכמהלימודו

בה.
באיזואחדלכלהבחירההמשכןבמעשההיהכך

רקכלל.לימודבלילעשותמועלתהיתהאומנות
אללקרבהלבו:נשאואשרלדברה׳בהצלחת
אע״גבידיואתה.לעשותוגםבה.להתבונןהמלאכה.
נשיאתוכ״זזו.למלאכהאצבעותיואמנולאשמעולם

הלב:חכמתנקראתוהיאמה׳מתנההיתהלב

12.Chatam Sofer on Torah, Vayakhel 14
And Betzalel and Oholiav made…the people had never tried these
skills ever. Rather each one’s heart told him that he should weave or
that he should cut stones and the like. Therefore, after each one’s
spirit moved him they would try it themselves and they would make
one little curtain or one small beam or bar and so on and then when
they saw that they were successful and that they could make it, they
brought it to Moshe and whenMoshe approved of it he called them
and transferred it all to their hands.

י״דויקהלהתורה,עלסופרחתם
וגו'לעשותלדעתוגו'ואהליאבבצלאלועשה
לבאלאמעולםבאלהנסולא…וגו'משהויקרא

וכדומהחרשיהי'והואיארגשהואלואמראחדכל
עצמםמנסיםהי'אותםלבןשנשאאחראמרע"כ
הכלוכןקטןובריחקטןוקרשקטנהיריעהועשו

הביאולעשותםבידםויכולתשהצליחוראווכאשר
משהקראםמשהבעיניהוטבוכאשרלמשהאותו
הכל.אתבידיהםומסראח"כ

13. Nahum Sarna - JPS Torah Commentary on Shemot 35:43
And to give directions - They are endowed with the ability to instruct others, which is a divinely
bestowed gift. Ibn Ezra notes that “there are many scholars who are incapable of teaching.”
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