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Why do we Read Kohelet on Sukkot?
Torah in Motion, eTiM, 5784
Rabbi Moshe Shulman

Mitzvah of Sukkot - Lev. 23:40,42-43, Deut. 17:13-15
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(2) that you shall take of the first of all the fruit of the ground which
you shall bring in from your land that Hashem your God gives you;
and you shall put it in a basket, and shall go to the place which Hashem
your God shall choose to cause His name to dwell there... (11) You
shall rejoice in all the good which Hashem your God has given to
you, and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the foreigner who is in
your midst.
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(15) you shall surely set him as king over yourselves, whom Hashem
your God shall choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as
king over you; you may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your
brother. (16) Only he shall not multiply horses to himself or cause the
people to return to Egypt in order that he may multiply horses, because
Hashem has said to you, "You shall not go back that way again." (17) He
shall not multiply wives to himself, that his heart not turn away. He shall
not greatly multiply for himself silver and gold. (18) It shall be, when he
sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy
of this law in a book, out of that which is before the priests, the Levites.
(19) And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his
life that he may learn to fear Hashem his God, to keep all the words of
this law and these statutes, to do them, (20) so that his heart not be
arrogant above his brothers, and that he not turn aside from the
commandment, to the right hand or to the left, so that he may prolong his
days in his kingdom, he and his children, in the midst of Israel.
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(12) lest, when you have eaten and are full, and have built goodly houses,
and lived therein, (13) and when your herds and your flocks multiply,
and your silver and your gold is multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied, (14) that your heart becomes proud, and you forget Hashem
your God, who brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage, (15) who led you through the great and terrible
wilderness, with fiery serpents and scorpions, and thirsty ground where
there was no water; who brought you forth water out of the rock of flint;
(16) who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers didn't
know; that He might humble you, and that He might test you, to do you
good at your latter end. (17) Lest you say in your heart, "My power and
the might of my hand has gotten me this wealth." (18) But you shall
remember Hashem your God, for it is He who gives you power to get
wealth; that He may establish his covenant which He swore to your
fathers, as at this day.
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(10) Moses commanded them, saying, "At the end of every seven years,
in the set time of the year of release, in the feast of tents, (11) when all
Israel has come to appear before Hashem your God in the place which
He shall choose, you shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing.
(12) Assemble the people, the men and the women and the little ones,
and your foreigner who is within your gates, that they may hear, and
that they may learn, and fear Hashem your God, and observe to do all
the words of this law; (13) and that their children, who have not known,

may hear, and learn to fear Hashem your God, as long as you live in the
land where you go over the Jordan to possess it.
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(1) Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the
tribes, the princes of the fathers' houses of the Children of Israel, to King
Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of Hashem
out of the city of David, which is Zion. (2) And all the men of Israel

assembled themselves to King Solomon at the festival, in the month
Ethanim, which is the seventh month.
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Rabbi Levi said: “Distribute a portion to seven” — these are the seven

days of the booth; “and also to eight” — as it is stated: “On the eighth
day [you shall have] an assembly” (Numbers 29:35).
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Kobhelet, why was his name called Kohelet? It is because his words were

stated in an assembly [hak’hel], as it says: “Then Solomon assembled”
(I Kings 8:1).
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the literal sense of Scripture, for He commanded that the generations
should know all the great deeds of the Eternal which He did wondrously
with them, that He made them dwell in the clouds of His Glory like in
a booth

179990 12°0 1999 790 AN MV .18

YTIAD M)y 0N DN NVINY 2INDN IIRY MO
MY MY NANTY WHYY 27 DN NI D20 DN PNV
PNINTI PIINIA) NINY YT M0 MUYD

And the Sukkot, of which verse states He caused us to dwell in, were
the Clouds of Glory which surrounded them lest they be struck by heat
or the sun. And as a demonstration of these occurrences, He

commanded us to make Sukkot in order that we remember His wonders
and awesome deeds.

» MY .19

N22) Y10 DNNY2 1Y PAYa 0N D797 72N PIPLIND)
VAN (19) (NP1 DR NIYY DN VRDY YR PHYI
L DY 2209 N2 YND T OHD \yn Ty

(21) And Hashem was going before them by day in a pillar of cloud to
lead them on the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light,

S0 as to go by day and by night. (22) The pillar of cloud by day and the
pillar of
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“I made the children of Israel to reside in sukkot”; these booths were

Clouds of G-d’s Glory, this is the statement of Rabbi Eliezer. Rabbi
Akiva says: They madefor themselves actual books.
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... the plain meaning of the text is in agreement with those who say, in
tractate sukkah, that it refers to literal booths.
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“This means the clouds of Glory” [which surrounded the camp of the
Israelites during their stay in the wilderness]. This is Rashi’s language.
And in my opinion this is the correct interpretation [even] according to
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(35) And Moshe could not come into the Tent of Meeting because the

cloud dwelled upon it; and the glory of Hashem filled the Tabernacle.

(36) And when the cloud would rise from on top of the Tabernacle, the
Children of Israel would travel, in all their travels.
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One may not roof the sukka with anything that is susceptible to ritual
impurity or whose growth is not from the ground. From where are these
matters? Reish Lakish said that the verse states: “And there went up a
mist from the earth...” (Genesis 2:6); just as mist, i.e., a cloud, is a
substance not capable of contracting ritual impurity, and its growth is
from the ground, so too, sukka must be a substance that is not
susceptible to ritual impurity and its growth is from the ground. This
works according to the one who said clouds of glory. However,
according to the one who said actual sukkot what can be said?
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(15) Moshe went up to the mountain and the cloud covered the
mountain. (16) The glory of Hashem dwelled over Mount Sinai, and the
cloud covered it for six days; and He called to Moshe on the seventh
day from within the cloud. (17) And the appearance of Hashem's glory
was like a devouring fire at the top of the mountain in the eyes of the
Children of Israel.
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These words Hashem spoke to all your assembly on the mountain out
of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a

great voice: and He added no more. He wrote them on two tables of
stone, and gave them to me.
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for the sake of the formations that You led with a pyre and a cloud of

fire... for the sake of that which was covered by curtains and a cloud
of fire...
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(4) One thing I have asked of Hashem; it I will seek, that I may dwell in the house of Hashem all the days of my life, to behold the
graciousness of Hashem, and to visit early in His temple. (5) For, He conceals me in His pavilion on the day of evil. He hides me
in the secret place of His tent; He lifts me up upon a rock. (6) And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies round about
me; and I will offer in His tabernacle sacrifices with trumpet-sound. I will sing; I will make music of praise to Hashem.



