The Expulsion of Yishmael.
Did Avraham Send his Son to Die in the Desert?

In both stories, Avraham is required to part from a son.

In both instances, he fulfills God’s command early in the morning: “And Avraham got up early in the

morning...” (21:14; 22:3)

3. Ineach instance, the son, referred to as a “lad” (na’ar), faces mortal danger, but is ultimately saved.

4. These are the only two stories in which we find an angel calling “from the heavens” (21:17; 22:11,15). The

angels described in Biblical narratives are more commonly found on earth.

5. In both instances, following the call of the angel, something new is perceived: “And God opened her

[Hagar’s] eyes, and she saw a well of water” (21:19); “And Avraham lifted his eyes and saw, and behold,

behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns” (22:13).

6. There is a Divine promise that the lad in each story will become “a great nation” (21:18) or have a multitude

of descendants (22:17).

7. The conclusion of each narrative points in the direction of marriage. In Yishmael’s case, there is explicit

mention of marriage (21:21), while the genealogy presented end of the story of the akeida hints to the

future marriage between Yitzchak and Rivka (22:23).

Source. Rav Amnon Bazak. https://torah.etzion.org.il/en/akedat-yitzchak-double-test

Bereshit / Genesis ch.21

The Lord took note of Sarah as He had promised, and the Lord did for Sarah
as He had spoken. 2Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old
age, at the set time of which God had spoken. 3Abraham gave his newborn
son, whom Sarah had borne him, the name of Isaac. *And when his son
Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God had
commanded him. *Now Abraham was a hundred years old when his son
Isaac was born to him. ®Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter;
everyone who hears will laugh with me.” “And she added,

“Who would have said to Abraham

That Sarah would suckle children!

Yet | have borne a son in his old age.”

8The child grew up and was weaned, and Abraham held a great feast on
the day that Isaac was weaned.

9Sarah saw the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham
jesting/mocking/sporting/laughing. °She said to Abraham, “Cast out that
slave-woman and her son, for the son of that slave shall not share in the
inheritance with my son Isaac.” 1'The matter distressed Abraham greatly,
for it concerned a son of his. ?But God said to Abraham, “Do not be
distressed over the boy or your slave; whatever Sarah tells you, do as she
says, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be continued for you. *As
for the son of the slave-woman, | will make a nation of him, too, for he is
your seed.”

Early next morning Abraham took some bread and a skin of water, and
gave them to Hagar. He placed them over her shoulder, together with the
child, and sent her away. And she wandered about in the wilderness of
Beer-sheba. ®®When the water was gone from the skin, she left the child
under one of the bushes, ®and went and sat down at a distance, a
bowshot away; for she thought, “Let me not look on as the child dies.” And
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sitting thus afar, she burst into tears.
7God heard the cry of the boy, and an angel of God called to Hagar from
heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has
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heeded the cry of the boy where he is. ¥Come, lift up the boy and hold him DY NN YNA WA Yip x Dn-N
by the hand, for | will make a great nation of him.” *Then God opened her
eyes and she saw a well of water. She went and filled the skin with water,

and let the boy drink. 2°God was with the boy and he grew up; he dwelt in

the wilderness and became a bowman. ?'He lived in the wilderness of

Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.
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2. Laws of the Hammurabi

#146. If a man take a wife and she give this man a maid-servant as wife and she bear him children, and then this maid assume
equality with the wife: because she has borne him children her master shall not sell her for money, but he may keep her as a
slave, reckoning her among the maid-servants.

# 170. If his wife bear sons to a man, and his maid-servant have borne sons, and the father while still living says to the children
whom his maid-servant has borne: "My sons," and he count them with the sons of his wife; if then the father die, then the sons
of the wife and of the maid-servant shall divide the paternal property in common. The son of the wife is to partition and choose.

#171. If, however, the father while still living did not say to the sons of the maid-servant: "My sons," and then the father dies,
then the sons of the maid-servant shall not share with the sons of the wife, but the freedom of the maid and her sons shall be
granted. The sons of the wife shall have no right to enslave the sons of the maid; the wife shall take her dowry (from her father),
and the gift that her husband gave her and deeded to her (separate from dowry, or the purchase-money paid her father), and

live in the home of her husband: so long as she lives she shall use it, it shall not be sold for money. Whatever she leaves shall

belong to her children.

3. Bereshit Rabba ch.53

R. Simeon b. Yohai said: R. Akiva interpreted “sport" (tshok) [Yishmael’s
laughter] in a negative manner. | see it in a positive manner.

R. Akiva, said the "sport" was none other than illicit sexual relations, as in
Gen. 39:17, where the same Hebrew verb occurs: "The Hebrew servant,
whom thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me
[letzachek]." From this we learn, Sarah saw Ishmael molesting and
assaulting the women.

R. Yishmael said that the "playing" or "making sport" refers to none
other than idolatry, as in Ex.32 where the same Hebrew verb occurs:
"And the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to make
merry (letzahek)" (Ex. 32:6). From this we learn that Sarah saw Ishmael
building altars, hunting grasshoppers and offering sacrifices to pagan
gods. R. Eliezer, son of
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R.Elazar, son of Rabbi Yose the Gallilite said, "sport" referred to NIV 17,1219 1PN DNYIN N NP (22 78inw)
bloodshed, citing Il Samuel 2:14-16, where a similar verb occurs: "And NN121771 PNX'Y 2RUNW 1Y IR IR 19 20 01N

Abner said to Joab: Let the young men, | pray thee, arise 193 NN DN YR 701 YRUAY! NN NTYA 9N
and play [visachaku] before us... Then they arose and passed over by “LN) 1MIT NIN KT ,PNNNA I8 1INV AL, NN

NV IR NN IR 2,121 0T NI n2n%nna (10
"IN PNNA X720 NN

number... And they caught every one his fellow by the head, and thrust
his sword in his fellows side; so they fell down together." From this we
learn that Sarah saw Ishmael taking his bow and arrow and shooting in

Isaac's direction, as it is said, "As a madman who casts firebrands, arrows,
NN PINX YW DTN [IWY7 'R NQW7 117 12 IR 1NINI

D'NAY 220 I'N PNX' 112X 7720w nUwaY nent [Iw?
But | read it positively: "Sport" (tshok) here can refer only to the matter 19 9011 IR 1192 'IX DNN D'DIY YRUNY! DRY N
of inheritance; for when Isaac was born to Abraham, everyone rejoiced,

and death, so is he who deceives his neighbour" (Proverbs 26:18-19).

[2 11 N7 12 0NNAK? MY IINR NAIYNNY 0y
'"gN 112 DY WY N7 12, TN7 NNK 12 0DV NINTD NRRD
121 DY NINI7{,'12 11'NY 9"UNR PNX' DUI, NN 1R

saying, "Abraham has had a son, a son who shall inherit the world and
take a double portion!" So Ishmael laughed to himself, saying, "Do not be
silly; I am the firstborn, and | shall take a double portion." Indeed, we

may infer this from Sarah's response: "For the son of this slave-woman NX' QY
shall not inherit" (v.10).

4. Genesis Chapter 16. Hagar flees from Sarah

7. An angel of the Lord found her by a water fountain in the desert, by the 'V 7V 12TA2 D'AD 'V 7V PRI AR ARYRYL LT
fountain on the road to Shur. YT

8. And he said, "Hagar, Sarai's servant, where are you coming from, and . ) )
_ ) _ _ 27N NIXI DX DTN 'K "W NNYY 130 N .N
where are you going to?" And she said, "From before Sarai my mistress, |

N2 DIX M2 Y 99N IR

am fleeing."
9. And the angel of the Lord said to her, "Return to your mistress, and allow  NDR N2l 3NN X UY I XM A7 Nl .0
yourself to be afflicted under her hands." AT

10. And the angel of the Lord said to her, "I will greatly multiply your seed, N7) VAT TIX N2IX DD 7 NI A7 NN

and it will not be counted for abundance."

11. And the angel of the Lord said to her, "Behold, you will conceive and +1110 190!
bear a son, and you shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard your NXIPI 2 DTZ1 N0 920 717' X7 A7 N LR
affliction. DAY N IR YNy D IRYNY! iny

12. And he will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be upon all, and 93 19 %Y1 2 75 T Y92 T DTX K19 NMDY RID| .

everyone's hand upon him, and before all his brothers he will dwell." o
pPYl I

5. lbn Ezra — A Wild Donkey

.INNawNN T 12 21wn' X7w Dubnl,(n,07 AI'R) 'wan 19 NPW M DUDLI ,0TRN |2 'wan DTN N1
A wild man: The freest of men, as in “Who let the wild donkey (pere) go free” (Job 39:5) i.e. that no man will control him.

6. Job/lyov ch.39

Who let the wild donkey (pere) go free? Who untied his ropes? .0N9 M ,TY NiNdARY ;'wan X192 N7Y-m N
| gave him the wasteland as his home, the salt flats as his habitat. N0 MY ;i N1y MY |
He laughs at the commotion in the town; he does not hear a driver’s unyt N7 ,wal nikwn - ;0N (inD? ,powr T
shout. MINT PiN-72 7081 4NV DN NN N

He ranges the hills for his pasture and searches for any green thing.
(lyov 39:5-8)
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Fulfillment of blessing to Sarah and Avraham
The Laughter of Isaac’s birth

Nursing Isaac
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Yishmael’s thirst
Tears

Fulfillment of promise to Hagar (and Yishmael)
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