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Talmud Meqilah 31a:

On Yom Kippur... during Mincha

... they read as the haftara the
book of Yonah
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Tractate Taanit 2, Mishna 1: “on fast days...the eldest
member of the community says to the congregation
statements of reproof: Our brothers, it is not stated with
regard to the people of Nineveh: And God saw their
sackcloth and their fasting. Rather, the verse says: “And
God saw their deeds, that they had turned from their euvil
way” (Yonah 3). And in the Prophets it says: “And rend
your hearts and not your garments, and return to the
Lord your God” (Yoel 2).
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Abudarham (order of prayers on Yom Kippur)

This haftara comes to teach all people that no one can
escape from God if they sinned, as it is written (Tehillim
139, 7) “Where can | go from Your spirit? And where can
| flee from Your presence? If | ascend to heaven, You are
there; if | lie down in the netherworld, Your are there”.
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Arise, go to Nineve
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Yonah 3, 7: He had them summoned and announced in Nineveh at the

behest of the king and his nobles, saying: Man and animal, the cattle Shemot 34, 3: No man shall ascend with you, and no man shall be seen on
and the flocks shall not taste anything; they in the the entire mountain; the flocks and the cattle before that
fields and they shall not drink water mountain.

Yonah 3, 9-10: He who knows - let him repent and God will be

relentful; He will turn away from His burning rage, so that we will not Shemot 32, 12, 14: Turn back from Your burning rage and reconsider
perish. God saw their actions, that they had repented from their evil with regard to the evil for Your people...The Lord

eV ket ) clented concerning the calamity that He had spoken calamity that He had spoken of doingReRgIEReEIv sl

to them, and He did not do it.
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Why did he run away?

1. His mercy extends to all His creations — especially when they do Teshuva
Pros: God’s compassion on Nineveh is presented at the end of the book as a priman
message to Yonah

Cons: Difficult to understand Yonah's extreme opposition to the mission to Nineveh

f?

3. Yonah is not prepared to be a false prophet, since he knew from the

outset that his prophesy would not be fulfilled

Pros: Yonah clearly explains that his running away is due to his fear that God will have mercy
on Nineveh (4, 2)

Cons: Difficult to understand Yonah’s extreme opposition and why he is willing to die for it

4. The story of Yonah’s running away teaches that God’s word will
come to pass and ‘no man can escape from God’ (Abudarham)
Pros: = the message of two chapters

Cons: Why would Yona be so opposed to this extent? Is it the significance of
Nineveh and their repentance?
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Book of Yonah

Intertextuality

Yonah ben Amitai — in the Tanach

*Nineveh, capitol of the Assyrian kingdom —
background in Tanach

*The Book of Yonah in Trel Asar (12 Minor
Prophets)

*Nineveh — historical background

*Repentance of the people of Nineveh in the
Tanach
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Intertextuality

Yorovam ben Yoash 748 -784 BCE was king of Israel for 41 years after the death of his father
Yoash and expanded the border of Israel. Yonah ben Amitai prophesied during this period.

lI Kings 14, 23-29: During the fifteenth year of Amatzayahu son of Yoash, king of
Judah, Yorovam son of Yoash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria and reigned for
forty-one years. He did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not turn away from all the
sins of Yorovam son of Nevat, who caused Israel to sin. He [Yorovam ben Yaosh]
restored the border of Israel from Levo Hamat to the sea of the Arava in accordance
with the word of the Lord, God of Israel, that He spoke by means of [glERIEIAERIM eIkl
TR, who was from Gat Hefer. For the Lord saw the affliction of
Israel, very downtrodden, as no one was protected and no one was supported, and
there was no helper for Israel. But the Lord had not determined to erase the name of
Israel from beneath the heavens and He saved them by means of Yorovam son of
Yoash. The rest of the matters of Yorovam and everything that he did, and his might,
how he made war and how he restored Damascus and Hamat to Judah from Israel, are
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? Yorovam lay with
his fathers, with the kings of Israel, and Zekharya his son reigned in his place.

Il Kings 15, 27-29: In the fifty-second year of Azarya king of Judah, Pekah son of Remalyahu became king
over Israel in Samaria for twenty years. He did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not turn away from the
sins of Yorovam ben Nevat, who caused Israel to sin. During the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglat
Pileser king of Assyria came. And he took Iyon, Avel Beit Maakha, Yanoah, Kedesh, Hatzor, the Gilad and
the Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and he exiled them to Assyria.
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| More.. || mMap | Satelite | Earth |

-
Nineveh [k

“That great city” (1:2), namely the capital
of Assyria and home to 120,000 of Israel’s
enemies (as well as many cattle). Also, the
mission destination of Jonah.

FRANCE

The Assyrian king (3:6)

Directions Search nearby Saveto.. movev

SPAIN

Tarshish?

TURKEY
ASSYRIA

..o""“') Nineveh

‘ ..° THE MISSION

L ]
ISRAEL BABYLONIA
5O Gath-hepher

Jerusalem
JUDAH

Tarshish 7 &

An unknown port city in the Western region of
the Mediterranean (1:3), i.e. in the opposite
direction to Ninevah.

The great fish (1:17)

Directions Search nearby Saveto... movev

Joppa ¥

A port city in Judah (1:3), where Jonah
disobediently boarded a ship for Tarshish.

Directions Search nearby Saveto.. movev

©2010 Mark Barry Please do not republish without permission, but feel free to copy for personal use.



This "exceeding great city" lay on the eastern or left
bank of the river Tigris, along which it stretched for
some 30 miles, having an average breadth of 10 miles
or more from the river back toward the eastern hills.
This whole extensive space is now one immense area
of ruins. Occupying a central position on the great
highway between the Mediterranean and the Indian
Ocean, thus uniting the East and the West, wealth
flowed into it from many sources, so that it became the
greatest of all ancient cities.

Archaeology

Today, Nineveh's location is marked by two large
mounds, Kouyunjik and Nebi Yunus ("Prophet Jonah"),
and the remains of the city walls (about 12 km/7.5 mi in
circumference). Kouyunjik has been extensively
explored. The other mound, Nebi Yunus, has not been
extensively explored, because there is a Muslim shrine
dedicated to the prophet Jonah on the site. It is situated
on the east bank of the Tigris River just opposite
modern Mosul.




Nineveh in its glory was ( ) an "exceeding great city
of three days' journey", i.e., probably in circuit. This would
give a circumference of about 60 miles. At the four corners of
an irregular quadrangle are the ruins of Kouyunjik, Nimrud,
Karamless and Khorsabad. These four great masses of ruins,
with the whole area included within the parallelogram they
form by lines drawn from the one to the other, are generally
regarded as composing the whole ruins of Nineveh

This "exceeding great city" as it is called in the Book of
Jonah, lay on the eastern bank of the Tigris, along which it
stretched for some 50 kilometres (30 miles), having an
average breadth of 20 km (10 mi) or more from the river back
toward the eastern hills


http://www.studylight.org/desk/?query=jon+3:4
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Intertextuality
& History Context
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Nineveh
City of Assyria
(destroyed 612

BCE by Babylon)

Yisrael
722 BCE
Assyria

Yehuda
586 BCE
Babylon
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Artist's impression of Assyrian palaces from The Monuments of Nineveh by Sir , 1853

https://www.worldhistory.org/nineveh/



https://www.worldhistory.org/nineveh/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austen_Henry_Layard

The Prophet Jonah before the Walls of Nineveh, drawing by Rembrandt, c. 1655



John Martin, The Fall of Nineveh
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Why did he run away?

1. His mercy extends to all His creations — especially when they repent
Pros: God’s compassion on Nineveh is presented at the end of the book as a
primary message to Yonah

Cons: Difficult to understand Yonah'’s extreme opposition to the mission to Nineveh

2. Yonah objects to the repentance of the sinful Assyrian kingdom,

since they are supposed to destroy Israel

Pros: Historical and political context of Nineveh, capitol of Assyria, and the prophesy of Yonah
ben Amitai, noted in the books of Kings and the Minor Prophets

Cons: The main point is missing from the book (can one book be explained by another? The
Book of Esther according to Ezra chapter 3)

3. Yonah is not prepared to be a false prophet, since he knew from the

outset that his prophesy would not be fulfilled

Pros: Yonah clearly explains that his running away is due to his fear that God will have mercy
on Nineveh (4, 2)

Cons: Difficult to understand Yonah’s extreme opposition and why he is willing to die for it

4. The story of Yonah’s running away teaches that God’s word will
come to pass and ‘no man can escape from God’ (Abudarham)
Pros: = the message of two chapters

Cons: Why would Yona be so opposed to this extent? What is the importance of
Nineveh and their repentance?
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Talmud Meqilah 31a:

On Yom Kippur ... during Mincha

... they read as the haftara the
book of Yonah

R7Y 8”5 7530 noon
M3 ... 837 O3
193 PYYon ...

Tractate Taanit 2, Mishna 1: “on fast days...the eldest
member of the community says to the congregation
statements of reproof: Our brothers, it is not stated with
regard to the people of Nineveh: And God saw their
sackcloth and their fasting. Rather, the verse says: “And
God saw their deeds, that they had turned from their euvil
way” (Yonah 3). And in the Prophets it says: “And rend
your hearts and not your garments, and return to the
Lord your God” (voel 2).

TV AMIPN 7T XA 270 NIYN e
&5 MR P35 1137 305 IR A 1P
NRYOPY MR DR R M) IND IR
2 OPWPR DR DOR R ROR 70MIYN
VAW RYT 93P (3 MIY) 7Y 037 1AW
("2 5xv) 703132 S8 03225 wapy

Abudarham (order of prayers on Yom Kippur)

This haftara comes to teach all people that no one can
escape from God if they sinned, as it is written (Tehillim
139, 7) “Where can | go from Your spirit? And where can
| flee from Your presence? If | ascend to heaven, You are
there; if I lie down in the netherworld, Your are there”.

OPLM (@937 0¥ 195N 7170) o7 haR
D12 o PR o9 2325 b 1w 1wonb
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The repentance of the sailors, the people of
Nineveh; Yonah’s communication with God.
Despite the wickedness of Nineveh, capitol of
Assyria, God wants them to return to the right
path and to have mercy on them (Micha 7:16-20, end
of the haftara)
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