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The scepter shall not depart from Judah: from David onwards. These are the exilarchs in Babylonia who rule the
people with a scepter, because they are appointed by the kingdom.

Nor the staff disciples from between his feet: these are the patriarchs of the land of Israel.

Until Shiloh comes: the king messiah, because kingship is his (understanding the word Shiloh as shelo, “his”); and
thus did Ongelos interpret it. A midrashic interpretation: (the word Shiloh should be understood

as) shay lo, “tribute to him,” as it says (Ps 76:12), they shall bring tribute(in Hebrew, shay) to the awesome one.
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The scepter shall not depart from Judah: ( Jacob) meant to explain to him ( Judah) when the kingdom would be his, and
said to him, “Do not think that you will be in poverty until the time of your kingdom arrives because the scepter and
governance shall not depart from you. They (your brothers) will always esteem you a great one, and stick and strap will
(always) be in your hand.” (nor) the staff (from between his feet): he will write and legislate decrees that are incumbent
on others. In other words: until Shiloh comes you will be a magistrate and a ruler, but once Shiloh comes you will be a
king. Once the day of Shiloh came, (meaning) that it was destroyed, then the kingdom of the house of david flourished,
as it is written in the book of psalms (78:60—-68), he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh . . . He rejected the tent of joseph . .
. He chose david his servant, and Jerusalem which he desired. This verse implies that (the rise of ) the kingdom of the
House of david depends on the arrival of the day of Shiloh (that is, Its destruction). Jacob forecast to him that then he
would be king, and until the destruction of Shiloh he would not be in a low state but Would (carry) a stick and staff.
When Shiloh comes (that is, when Shiloh is destroyed, then) the homage of peoples will be his: then all israel will
congregate to him in order to make him king. . . .
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