Parshat Beshalach: When Gd Ducked a War fé ;‘%

R' Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

1. Shemot 13:17
And it was, when Pharaoh sent out the nation, Gd did not guide them via the land of the Philistines, for it was close,
for Gd said, "The nation may regret it when they see battle, and return to Egypt."

Woar on Entering Israel
2. Rashi to Shemot 13:17
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“For it was close” — And it would be easy to return by that path to Egypt. And there are many midreshei aggadah.

3. Ramban to Shemot 13:17
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The meaning of the war is the war they would face to cross the land of the Philistines, and the Philistines would not let
them pass in peace, and they would return to Egypt. But in the desert path they would not see war until they were in
their land, the land of Sichon and Og the Emorite kings, which would be given to them. They would be far from Egypt
by then. And the war with Amalek in Rephidim would not cause them to retreat, because [the Jews] would not pass
through them. Rather, Amalek would come from his land and fight them, due to their hatred for them. And if they
would turn their heads to retreat to Egypt, it would not help, as [Amalek] would still fight them on the road. Also, they
would be further from Egypt on the curved path they had travelled, and they would not know another way.

4. Bereishit 10:13-14
And Egypt birthed Ludim, Anamin, Lehavim and Naftuchim. And Patrusim and Kasluchim, from whom Philistines and
Kaftorim emerged.

5. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 20:11
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Why? Because the tribe of Ephraim erred and left Egypt before the ketz was complete, and thirty thousand of them
were killed. Why were they killed2 Because they calculated from the day when Avraham was led between the pieces
and they erred by thirty years, as it is written (Tehillim 78), “The children of Ephraim were as archers handling the
bow.” Had they not erred, they would not have left; would Gd have wished to bring His children out for slaughter?
This was Ephraim, as it is written (Hosheia 9), “Ephraim shall bring his children forth to the murderer.” And the
Philistines killed them, as it is written (Divrei haYamim | 7), “And the children of Ephraim were Shutelach... and the
men of Gat killed them.” Their bones were spread along the road in piles, and it had been thirty years since they had
left before their brethren left Egypt. Hashem said: If the Jews see the bones of the Ephraimites scattered on the road,
they will return to Egypt.
To what may this be compared? To a king who married a woman and wished to go to his land. He placed her in a
litter, but did not reach the land before his wife died. He buried her at the entrance to the land, and then wedded her
sister. The king then said, “I will bring her around [another route], so that she will not see her sister’s grave and
retreat.” What did he do? He took her around the back of the land. So Gd declared, “Let them go around, so that
they do not see the bones of their brethren cast on the road and return to Egypt.”



War once in Israel

6. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 20:16
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...Because Gd wanted to make the idolaters fear Israel, He kept them in the desert for forty years and illuminated for

them with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night, and all of the idolaters heard this and trembling before

them, as it says, “Terror and fear will befall them,” and afterward, “You will bring them and plant them.”

7. Midrash, Mechilta d’Rashbi 13:17
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Gd said: If | bring them the straight route now, they will take fields and vineyards and stop learning Torah. But | will

take them around, to the desert, for forty years, and they will eat the manna and drink well-water, and the Torah will

be settled in their bodies.

8. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 54:2
0P 1721 TV 2"D°NwHD PR 717 DPOR oM RY" AnY
Why “Gd did not guide them via the land of the Philistines”2 For his grandson still lived.

The Cloud

9. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Commentary to Shemot 7:3
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The apathy which marked the beginning of Pharaoh’s path became a means of placing a treasury of signs and

wonders in Egypt, from which future generations would draw recognition and faith in Divine power to shape existence

and to direct events. From then on there was no need for miracles, for miracles had already happened and been

performed in that place.

10.  Shemot 13:21
And Gd travelled before them by day in a pillar of cloud to guide them on the road, and at night in a pillar of fire to
illuminate for them, to travel day and night.

11. Fire
e Descending atop Sinai (Shemot 19:18)
e Gd is a consuming fire (Devarim 4:23-24)
e Gd will be a consuming fire against your foes (Devarim 9:3)

12. Rabbi Shlomo haKohen of Radomsk, Tiferet Shlomo, The 7th day of Pesach
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'lanchotam' is an expression of satisfaction and acceptance, for Gd showed Israel a path they would travel before

Gd to provide satisfaction to Gd from their service, and this is the pillar of cloud which represents Aharon's kindness,

pursuing peace between Israel and their Father in Heaven, performing commandments with love and heartfelt intent.

Review Questions
1> Why did Gd decide to take the Jews the long way around?
2> Why didn't Gd just use miracles to defeat our foes, whether Philistine or Canaanite?




