Chanuka and the Book of Macabees
A different miracle, or a different perspective

source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag: // Tanach Study Center - www.tanach.org

A. Three time periods :
1. Chanuka BEFORE Chanuka

2. Chanuka - the miracle itself (During the time of Maccabees)
3. Chanuka AFTER Chanuka (from after Destruction of Second Temple)

B. How can there be Chanuka before Chanuka ??
It may not be by chance Chanuka & Xmas same time of year!
Winer solstice important time of year [in ancient times]
Winter solstice in Jewish sources: Talmud Bavli

Talmud Bavli- Tractate Avoda Zara 8b
MISHNA: These are the festivals of the
heathens: Kalends, Saturnalia...

GEMARA: The rabbis taught: Adam [the first
man], when he noticed that each day became
shorter and shorter, he cried:

Woe is to me, for the world becomes darker and
darker - because of my sin, and it seems to be
returning o 'chaos and ruin’; and this is my death
which was decreed by heaven.

He arose and fasted and prayed eight days.
Thereafter, he noticed the 'winter solstice’, as the
days become longer, he understood that such is
the cycle of the world, and celebrated for eight

days.

The next year, he also proclaimed the eight days

on which he had fasted as holidays.
He established them to laud heaven;

his descendants, however, made them holidays for

the idols.
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In Judaism, no surprise that we find custom to light candles on
the 8 darkest and longest nights of the Jewish solar/lunar year.



http://www.tanach.org/

C. When the winter solstice falls out in Jewish Calendar
Darkest & longest nights of the year
Nisan - always includes spring equinox => 9 months later
+ moon is not seen during last week of the month

D. Early second Temple Period - ground breaking date
Either 24™ or 25™ of Kislev
See Chagai 2:10-24 -
Includes message of hope in time of darkness
A nope never fulfilled till time of the Macabees
See Rashi on Chagi

E. Book of Macabees -
The date chosen by Hellenists to defile the mizbayach!
Chapter 1

[10] From them came forth a sinful root, Antiochus Epiphanes,
son of Antiochus the king; he had been a hostage in Rome. He
began to reign in the one hundred and thirty-seventh year of the
kingdom of the Greeks.

[11] In those days lawless men came forth from Israel, and
misled many, saying, "Let us go and make a covenant with the
Gentiles round about us, for since we separated from them many
evils have come upon us."

[12] This proposal pleased them, [13] and some of the people
eagerly went to the king. He authorized them to observe the
ordinances of the Gentiles. [14] So they built a gymnasium in
Jerusalem, according to Gentile custom,

[15] and removed the marks of circumcision, and abandoned the
holy covenant. They joined with the Gentiles and sold themselves
to do evil. ...

[20] After subduing Egypt, Antiochus returned in the one
hundred and forty-third year. He went up against Israel and
came to Jerusalem with a strong force. [21] He arrogantly



entered the sanctuary and took the golden altar, the lampstand
for the light, and all its utensils. ...

[41] Then the king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be
one people, [42] and that each should give up his customs.

[43] All the Gentiles accepted the command of the king. Many
even from Israel gladly adopted his religion; they sacrificed to
idols and profaned the sabbath. [44] And the king sent letters
by messengers to Jerusalem and the cities of Judah; he directed
them to follow customs strange to the land, [45] to forbid burnt
offerings and sacrifices and drink of ferings in the sanctuary, to
profane sabbaths and feasts...

[52] Many of the people, everyone who forsook the law, joined
them, and they did evil in the land;

[53] they drove Israel into hiding in every place of refuge they
had. [54] Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in the one
hundred and forty-fifth year, they erected a desolating
sacrilege upon the altar of burnt offering. They also built altars
in the surrounding cities of Judah,

[65] and burned incense at the doors of the houses and in the
streets. [56] The books of the law which they found they fore to
pieces and burned with fire.

[67] Where the book of the covenant was found in the
possession of anyone, or if anyone adhered to the law, the decree
of the king condemned him to death...

[59] And on the twenty-fifth day of the month they offered
sacrifice on the altar which was upon the altar of burnt
offering.

[62] But many in Israel stood firm and were resolved in their
hearts not o eat unclean food.

[63] They chose to die rather than to be defiled by food or to
profane the holy covenant; and they did die.



CHAPTER 2
[1] In those days Mattathias the son of John, son of Simeon, a
priest of the sons of Joarib, moved from Jerusalem and settled
in Modein.
[2] He had five sons, John surnamed Gaddi,
[3] Simon called Thassi,
[4] Judas called Maccabeus,
[6] Eleazar called Avaran,
and Jonathan called Apphus.
[6] He saw the blasphemies being committed in Judah and
Jerusalem,..

[42]

Now Judas and his brothers saw that misfortunes had increased
and that the forces were encamped in their territory. They also
learned what the king had commanded to do to the people to
cause their final destruction. [43] But they said to one another,
"Let us repair the destruction of our people, and fight for our
people and the sanctuary." [44] And the congregation assembled
to be ready for battle, and to pray and ask for mercy and
compassion....

[46] So they assembled and went to Mizpah, opposite Jerusalem,
because Israel formerly had a place of prayer in Mizpah.

[47] They fasted that day, put on sackcloth and sprinkled ashes
on their heads, and rent their clothes. [48] And they opened the
book of the law to inquire into those matters about which the
Gentiles were consulting the images of their idols. [49] They
also brought the garments of the priesthood and the first fruits
and the tithes, and they stirred up the Nazirites who had
completed their days; [50] and they cried aloud to Heaven,



saying, "What shall we do with these? Where shall we take them?
[54] Then they sounded the trumpets and gave a loud shout.

[57] Then the army marched out and encamped to the south of
Emmaus.

[58] And Judas said, "Gird yourselves and be valiant. Be ready
early in the morning to fight with these Gentiles who have
assembled against us to destroy us and our sanctuary.

[69] It is better for us to die in battle than to see the
misfortunes of our nation and of the sanctuary. [60] But as his
will in heaven may be, so he will do."

F. Switching now to Hebrew version - to highlight ‘atmosphere’
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G. Additional traditional sources

Showing Temple already conquered before 25 Kislev
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G. Miracle of Menorah — the ‘reason’ or a ‘sign’

Note how miracle was in the ‘jug’
Commandment is to light Menorah each day,

[burned from ‘evening to morning’- not during day]
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Josephus Aniquities Book XII chapter 8

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of the sacrifices
of the temple for eight days, and omitted no sort of pleasures thereon;
but he feasted them upon very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he

honored God, and delighted them by hymns and psalms. Nay, they
were so very glad at the revival of their customs, when,
after a long time of intermission, they unexpectedly had
regained the freedom of their worship, that they made it
a law for their posterity, that they should keep a festival,
on account of the restoration of their temple worship, for
eight days. And from that time to this we celebrate this
festival, and call it Lights. I suppose the reason was,
because this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us;
and that thence was the name given to that festival.
Judas also rebuilt...

H. Why continue to celebrate after Temple destroyed
1. Eternal struggle of 'survival mode'
2. To remember eternal goal of ‘revival mode' / Zecharya



