Sorry Seems to Be the Hardest Word. Four Talmudic Stories of Forgiveness
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Yoma 85a

MISHNA: Yom Kippur atones for transgressions between a person
and God, however, for transgressions between a person and
another, Yom Kippur does not atone until one

appeases the other person.

Similarly, Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya taught that point from the
verse: “From all your sins you shall be cleansed before the

Lord” (Leviticus 16:30). For transgressions between a person and
God, Yom Kippur atones; however, for transgressions between a
person and another, Yom Kippur does not atone until he
appeases the other person...

TALMUD 87a R. Isaac said: Whosoever offends his neighbour, even
only verbally, must appease him, as it states in Proverbs (6:1) ...
R. Hisda said: He should endeavour to pacify him through three
groups of three people each...

R. Jose b. Hanina said: One who asks pardon of his neighbour need
do so no more than three times, as it is said: Forgive. | pray thee
now . ..and now we pray thee.

And if he [against whom he had sinned] had died, he should bring
ten persons and make them stand by his grave and say: | have
sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel, and against this one,

whom | have hurt.

Mishlei ch.6

My son, if you have stood surety for your fellow,
Given your hand for another,

2You have been trapped by the words of your mouth,
Snared by the words of your mouth.

3Do this, then, my son, to extricate yourself,

For you have come into the power of your fellow:

Go grovel—and badger your fellow;

4Give your eyes no sleep,

Your pupils no slumber.

5Save yourself like a deer out of the hand [of a hunter],
Like a bird out of the hand of a fowler.

Yoma 67a 1. R. Jeremiah injured R. Abba. R. Jeremiah went and sat
at R. Abba"“s doorstep. When R. Abba"s maidservant poured out
wastewater, some streams of water were sprayed on R. Jeremiah"s
head. He said, “they have made me into refuse,” and he read, as
pertaining to himself, the verse [God] lifts up the needy from the
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refuse heap. R. Abba heard him and went out to him. He [R. Abba]
said to him, “Now it is | who must appease you, as it is said, Go

grovel—and badger your fellow.”

2. When a certain person injured R. Zera, he [R. Zera] would go by
and study before him and invite himself into his presence, so that

the injurer would come and appease him.

3. A certain animal slaughterer injured Rav. [The slaughterer] did not
come [to Rav] on the eve of the Day of Atonement. Said [Rav], | will
go and 13 appease him. R. Huna met him. He said, “Where is my
master going?” He said, “To appease so-and-so.” [R. Huna] said [to
himself] Abba [that is, Rav] is going to kill a man. Rav went and stood
over him. The slaughterer was seated, cleaning the head [of an
animal]. He raised his eyes and saw him [Rav]. He said to him,
“Abba, go; | have no dealings with you.” While he was still cleaning
the animal’s head, a bone let fly from it, struck the slaughterer’s

neck, and killed him.

4. Once Rab was expounding portions of the Bible before Rabbis,
and R. Hiyya entered, whereupon Rab started again from the
beginning; as Bar Kappara entered, he started again from the
beginning; as R. Simeon, the son of Rabbi entered, he started again
from the beginning. But when R. Hanina b. Hama entered, he said:
So often shall | go back? And he did not go over it again. R. Hanina
took that amiss. Rab went to him on thirteen eves of the Day of
Atonement, but he would not be pacified. But how could he do so,
did not R. Jose b. Hanina Say: One who asks pardon of his neighbour
need not do so more than three times? — It is different with Rab.
But how could R. Hanina act so [unforgivingly]? Had not Raba said
that if one passes over his rights, all his transgressions are passed
over [forgiven]? — Rather: R. Hanina had seen in a dream that Rab
was being hanged on a palm tree, and since the tradition is that one
who in a dream is hanged on a palm tree will become head [of an
Academy] he concluded that authority will be given to him, and so
he would not be pacified, to the end that he departed to teach

Torah in Babylon.
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Levinas.
Nine Talmudic Readings

Hanina. Why then is he so unbending? Because there is another difficulty: Is the offender capable of measuring the extent of

his wrongdoing! Do we know the limits of our ill will? And do we therefore truly have the capacity to ask for forgiveness? No

doubt Rab thought he had been a bit brusque in refusing to begin his reading of the text again when Rab Hanina bar Hama,

his master, came into the school. But Rab Hanina finds out through a dream more about Rab than Rab knew about himself .

The dream revealed Rab's secret ambitions, beyond the inoffensive gesture at the origin of the incident. Rab, without

knowing it, wished to take his master's place. Given this, Rab Hanina could not forgive. How is one to forgive if the offender,

unaware of his deeper thoughts, cannot ask for forgiveness! As soon as you have taken the path of offenses, you may have

taken a path with no way out. There are two conditions for forgiveness: the goodwill of the offended party and the full

awareness of the offender. But the offender is in essence unaware. The aggressiveness of the offender is perhaps his very

unconsciousness. Aggression is the lack of attention par excellence . In essence, forgiveness would be impossible.

Bereshit Rabba 33

In the days of Rabbi Tanchuma, Israel required a fast (to
bring about rain).

They came to [Rabbi Tanchuma and] said to him, “Rabbi,
decree a fast.” [So] he decreed a fast on the first day, on the
second day, on the third day and rain did not fall.

He got up and expounded to them. He said to them, "My
children, have mercy, these upon those, and the Holy One,
blessed be He, will be filled with mercy on you."

While they were still distributing charity to the poor, they
saw a man giving money to his ex-wife.

They came to [Rabbi Tanchuma] and said to him, "Rabbi,
how are we sitting here [while] there is a sin here." He said
[back] to them, "What did you see?" They said to him, "We
saw Mr. A give money to his ex-wife."

They sent for them and they brought them in front of the
community.

[Rabbi Tanchuma] said to him, "What is she to you?"

He said [back] to him, "She is my ex-wife."

He said to him, "Why did you give her money?"

He said to him, "Rabbi, | saw her in distress and | was filled
with mercy on her."

At that time, Rabbi Tanchuma lifted his head towards above
and said, "Master over the worlds, just like this one that
does not have an obligation to sustain [her] saw her in
distress and he was filled with mercy for her, all the more
so, You, that it is written about You, 'Compassionate and
Merciful' and we are the children of Your friends, Avraham,
Yitschak and Yaakov, will You be filled with mercy on us."
Immediately, rains fell, and the world was irrigated.
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