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...we cannot assert that there is a perfect overlap between democracy in the broad,
secular sense of the concept, and the world of Halakha. Let us not delude ourselves or
our opponents by claiming that there are no gaps, no differences. But to the extent that
we focus on the moral spirit, the human spirit, that should drive and characterize a society
worthy of itself, a society that seeks to build a human world on a super-human foundation
— here, the cloak of democracy certainly belongs to and suits the world of Torah.

As people who believe in Torah, on the one hand, and in the human values of democracy,
on the other, many challenges face us. We must grapple with these issues on the political
and practical level, as well as within the beit midrash, in an effort to nurture and mold both
Torah thinking and democratic thinking. In this task, we must constantly remain aware
that, ultimately, the democracy within us is drawn from the world of Torah, and seeks to
fulfill the world of Torah.

...The most basic foundation of all political science is the question of the source of
authority and its roots: from whence does it derive its values and draw its power, on the
practical level, but also — more importantly — on the level of ideas? In this context, it is
clear that if we compare our world view to that of western democracy, there is a
contradiction. Democracy maintains that the source of authority, its root and basis, is
the vox populi — the voice of the public. The public decides, for better or worse; the public
determines what is desirable and what is not, both in legal and in moral terms.

We, on the other hand — and | refer also to those who cleave to universal religious values
in general, and to our world-view in particular — highlight the idea that the source of
authority is the Holy One and His will. “He is our God and there is no other.”

Shoftim Chapter 8, 22-23

Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us, both you, and your son, also your
son's son; for you have saved us from the hand of Midian."

And Gideon said to them, "I shall not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the
Lord will rule over you."
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Netziv, Ha'amek Davar, Devarim 17:14


https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.17.14?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker

Indeed, this formulation implies that appointing a king is not an absolute obligation, but
rather a permitted option, just like, "And you shall say, | will eat meat" (Devarim 12:20).
Surely, however, we know from the words of Chazal that there is a mitzva to appoint a
king! Why, then, does it say, "And you shall say"? The reason seems to be that states are
governed in different ways, either by a king, or by the people and their representatives.
Some states cannot tolerate a monarchy, while others, without a king, would be like a
ship without a captain. This matter cannot be mandated by a positive commandment, for
issues of government involve danger to human life that would set aside any positive
commandment. For this reason it is impossible to issue an absolute imperative to appoint
a king, as long as the people have not agreed to bear the yoke of a king, after seeing that
the countries around them are governed with greater order. Then there is a positive
commandment upon the Sanhedrin to appoint a king. Therefore, the verse says, "And
you shall say," that the people should ask for it, and then "You shall appoint.”

Abravanel, Commentary to Devarim 17:24

It is not impossible for a nation to have many leaders who gather together, unite, and
agree upon a single policy, and for authority and judgment to be exercised in accordance
with what they say... Why shouldn't their leadership extend for a year or for three years
like the years of a hired worker or less than that? And when the turn of other justices or
officers comes, they should rise up in their place and faithfully investigate the offenses of
their predecessors, and whoever is found guilty should pay in accordance with their
guilt... And why shouldn't their powers be limited and regulated by laws and customs ...
Why should we have to adduce rational arguments? Surely experience overrides
reasoning: Look and see those countries governed by kings, and today we see countries
governed by judges and temporary rulers elected from among them... Now under the
elected governments there is nothing crooked or perverse, no man raises his hand or foot
to commit a crime, and they conquer countries with wisdom, understanding and
knowledge.

Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Misphat Kohen, 144, no. 14

It seems that when there is no king, since the laws pertaining to a king also relate to the
general state of the people, the privileges provided by these laws return to the people as
a whole ... As far as that which pertains to government, whoever governs the people must
govern according to the laws of the king, which constitute the entirety of the needs of the
people needed for the time and for the maintenance of the world ... For regarding the
laws of the king which pertain to the government of the community, accepted judges and
other leaders stand in place of kings.

Ramban , Bereshit 49

This was also the reason for the punishment of the Hasmoneans, who reigned during the
Second Temple. They were saints of the Most High, without whom the learning of Torah
and the observance of Commandments would have been forgotten in Israel, and despite
this, they suffered such great punishment.


https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.12.20?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.17.24?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker

... all the children of the righteous Matithyahu the Hasmonean were deposed for this only:
they ruled even though they were not of the seed of Judah and of the house of David,
and thus they completely removed “the sceptre” and “the lawgiver” from Judah.

...It is also possible that, [in addition to the Hasmoneans having sinned for assuming
royalty when they were not of the tribe of Judah],they sinned in ruling on account of their
being priests, who have been commanded:Guard your priesthood in everything that
pertaineth to the altar, and to within the veil; and ye shall serve; | give you the priesthood
as a service of gift. Thus it was not for them to rule, but only to perform the Service of
G-d.
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