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Mishna Pesachim 10:1
Even a poor person in Israel may not eat until he reclines

10X D'NOY "wn
N7wn 21 NVNA ,NIN'N7 DT ,|MIN 2 T 20'Y TV

Rashi Pesachim 99b
Until he reclines in the manner of free men, as a commemoration of

freedom, on a couch and at the table.
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Pesachim 108a

It was stated: Matza requires reclining, maror does not require reclining.
Wine...both [the first and second pair of cups] require reclining...A
woman in the presence of her husband does not need to recline, and if she
is an important woman, she needs to recline. A son in the presence of his
father needs to recline. It was asked of them: What about a disciple in the
presence of his master?
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She'iltot of Rav Achai Tzav 77
A woman does not need to recline. What is the reason? It is not the

manner of women to lean over. If she is an important woman, she needs
to recline.
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Rashbam Pesachim 108a
A woman does not need to recline, for she is in awe of her husband and
submissive to him
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Me'iri, Beit Ha-bechira Pesachim 108a

A woman has no freedom in her husband’s presence, and if she is an
important woman she needs to recline because there is no servility in her
marital relationship
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Mordechai, Addition to Arvei Pesachim 611
For all our women are important and need to recline.

Nn:T AxXni ynn N2 ANNNN 190

N2'0ON N2MY N'AN NNAA XI5 N7 'RY 17D X'D NAIYN NWK DNI. ..
N2920 TN 71T N2 DYN DR NWR N 190 NAIYWN RY [N 'R=] 17X
N2MX 7V N7 W'Y 19 7V QR NNIR'YNA YIN1 DX NWXD NXTIE7'N WX 'N1Y
[177'N2 DTNV X'NY '97 NA'ON NDMIXY NI'R WI97 W' [') 'R=] 1K Na'oNn
72N NN NTNY NWY NIXNAN NNUODY 11D N20NN NNV NN 728NN
NAYI'* X'NI 728NN 1Y D'TI0N NINSYI D' TAY N7 W'Y NAIYN NWN
.N2'0N NDMY NN

Sefer Ha-menucha Chametz U-matza 7:8
If she is an important woman, that is to say, she does not have a husband

and she is the mistress of the house, she needs to recline. Or possibly,
that she is important before God, a God-fearing woman, daughter of great
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religious personalities who encompasses the praises of Eishet Chayil, and
this woman, though she is hard to find, needs to recline even if she has a
husband. Or possibly, one can explain that she does not need to recline
because since she is busy with preparing and setting up the food, they
exempted her from reclining as they exempted her from positive time-
bound commandments, but an important woman with servants and
maids, who are busy with the matters of food while she sits in an
armchair, needs to recline.
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Iggerot Moshe OC 5:20

...That they recognized over time that men have nothing to lord over their
wives, and the women recognized the great need men have for them. And
the minority of important women that existed in all eras were women like
this, who recognized their husbands’ need for them, just as they need
their husbands, and recognized that their husbands also know this.
Reclining is not a new innovation, but [the sages] established that one’s
act of eating and drinking ordained by the Torah to recognize freedom
and redemption, should be in a manner that more clearly signifies
freedom.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 472:4
A woman does not need to recline unless she is important. Rema: All our

women are called important, but are not accustomed to recline because
they rely on the words of Ra’aviyah, who wrote that nowadays one should
not recline.
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Ra’aviyah part I1, Pesachim 525
Nowadays, ...when free people are not accustomed to recline, one should

sit normally.
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Kaf Ha-chayyim 472:28

The custom among Sefardim is to recline... it seems that also in the holy
communities of Ashkenazim where the women had the practice not to
recline, that a woman who is stringent and reclines should merit a
blessing, since it is merely a custom to be lenient. Therefore, since they
are important, as mentioned, it is good to fulfil the mitzva according to all
opinions.

TELLING THE STORY
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Shemot 13:8
You shall tell your son on that day saying: it is on account of that which

God did for me when I went out of Egypt.
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Mishna Pesachim 10:5
Rabban Gamliel would say: Whoever did not say these three things on

Pesach has not fulfilled his obligation, and they are these: Pesach, Matza,
and Maror. Pesach, because God skipped over the houses of our ancestors
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in Egypt. Matza, because our ancestors were redeemed in Egypt. Maror,
because the Egyptians embittered the lives of our ancestors in Egypt.
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Pesachim 36a
Lechem oni — bread upon which we recite (“onin’) many words
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Milchemet Hashem Berachot 2:2 (Rif Pagination)
But certainly, what is “he has not fulfilled his obligation”? That he did

not fulfil the mitzva according to halacha... But he does not need to go
back and read. And similarly, we learn “whoever did not say these three
things on Pesach has not fulfilled his obligation,” but not that he needs to
go back and eat Pesach, Matza, and Maror...

Rachel Sharansky Danziger, My Own Private Haggadah, Tablet
...the Haggadah doesn’t even give us the benefit of a discernible story arc.

Since we must rely on ourselves to give the evening any form of
coherence, we are forced to draw upon resources that lie beyond the
bounds of the text itself, such as our familiarity with the Exodus story in
the books of Exodus and Deuteronomy, and, even more importantly, our
own concerns, experiences, and ideas. This process forces us to act as
authors and interpreters and recreate the Exodus story in our own
image....Perhaps when the authors of the Haggadah told us to see
ourselves as if we came out of Egypt, they meant something more than
envisioning ourselves wearing tunics, marching out of Egypt with matzos
in our sacks. Perhaps they meant that we should take this opportunity to
experience what it means to become the authors of our own story. By
liberating us from the mindset of a passive audience, the Haggadah frees
us to taste self-determination, in an echo of the very event which it so
circuitously explores.

WOMEN RECITING MAGGID
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Shulchan Aruch 472:14
Women, too, are obligated in the four cups and in all the mitzvot that are

practiced on that [seder] night.
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Mishna Berura 472:45
The mitzvot that are practiced — such as matza and maror and reciting

the haggada
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Beit Yosef OC 472:25

Both men and women are obligated in them [the four cups]. Women are
obligated in the four cups because of inclusion in the miracle, and for this
reason one must say that women are obligated in all the mitzvot practiced
on that [seder] night.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 473:6
Rema: They should recite it in a language that the women and children

understand, or explain the meaning to them, and thus Ri of London did
the entire haggada in the vernacular, so that the women and children
would understand.
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Mishna Berura 473:64

So that the women would understand — for women are also obligated in
the mitzvot of the night and in reciting the haggada
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Minchat Chinuch 21:6

Regarding the reason that women were also in that miracle, as

with megilla reading and the four cups, Tosafot already demonstrated that
this only works on a rabbinic level in any case...with telling the story of
the Exodus, and really anyone who is not obligated in something cannot
fulfill another’s obligation... and also, women are certainly obligated on a
rabbinic level, since they are obligated in the four cups...
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Sefer Ha-chinuch Mitzva 21

To tell about the Exodus from Egypt on the night of 15 Nissan, everyone
according to his skill in speaking, and to praise and glorify God for all the
miracles that he performed for us there, as it is said, ‘“you shall tell your
son.” The sages already explained that this mitzva of telling is on the
night of 15 Nissan at the time of eating matza, and when the verse says
“your son,” it doesn’t mean specifically his son, but could even be
anyone...and it applies to males and females, in every place and at every
time. Violation is the negation of a positive commandment.

A:22' NDOT ATIAY DDA D”am

YIT'PN YIN NNIVD D'W1 DTN NARIEAT? [ATA K'Y NWY NIXn D1,
NNNYI 7001 INUV'NYI NO9N N7'DXRI NO9N 771 Nxn N7ONI DI'N
JIavn D'vInY

Rambam, Laws of Avoda Zara 12:3
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All positive commandments that are from time to time and not constant,
women are exempt, except for kiddush and eating matza on Pesach night
and eating the korban Pesach and sacrificing it and hak’hel and joy [on
festivals], in which women are obligated.
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Rambam Sefer Ha-mitzvot 157
The 157th mitzva is that He commanded us to tell the story of the Exodus

on the night of 15 Nissan, at the beginning of the night, according to the
teller’s skill in speaking.
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Rambam Sefer Ha-Mitzvot, Conclusion of Positive Commandments

When you look at these 248 positive commandments, you find 60
essential mitzvot....and the 155th, 156th, 157th, 158th, 159th, and 160th.
And the 161st, women are not obligated in... Of these 60 essential mitzvot,
women are obligated in 46 of them and are not obligated in 14 of them...
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Iggerot Moshe OCV 2:3

Can a woman fulfil a man’s obligation in the haggada?... It seems simple
that, since a woman is also obligated in reciting the haggada like men,
because a woman is obligated in all the obligations of Pesach based on an
analogy [hekesh], that whoever is obligated in [the prohibition against]
eating chametz is obligated in eating matza, which also applies to all
positive Torah-level commandments of Pesach. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi
(Pesachim 108a) needed the reason that they also were included in the
miracle for women’s obligation in the four cups because, since it is only
rabbinic, there is room to say that since it is time-bound, with which the
Torah was lenient for women with other mitzvot, the Rabbis did not
institute it for them, even on Pesach when they are obligated in Torah-
level positive commandments. Therefore, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said
that they established it for women as well, for the reason of inclusion in
the miracle...But see Beit Yosef, who wrote that women are obligated in
the four cups because of inclusion in the miracle, and for this reason one
must say that they are obligated in all the mitzvot practiced that night.
This is not in accordance with Tosafot, who thought that this reason does
not apply to positive Torah-level mitzvot, as they proved from sukka, but
Beit Yosef thinks that this reason also applies to positive Torah-level
mitzvot.
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Yechaveh Da'at I1:65
Women are also obligated in the haggada and in telling the story of the
Exodus on Pesach night, from the Torah, and can fulfil men’s obligations.

IN PRACTICE
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Chayyei Adam Kelal 130
Women are also obligated in all the mitzvot and in reciting the haggada.

Therefore, the maid must also sit at the table and hear the whole haggada.
If she needs to go out to cook, she is at least obligated to hear kiddush, and
when he reaches “Rabban Gamliel says, whoever did not...,” she should
come in and listen until after the drinking of the second cup, for whoever
did not say these three things, has not fulfilled his obligation. Our
practice is also to call them to hear the ten plagues that He brought upon
Egypt, in order to tell them how many miracles the Holy One, blessed be
He, did for Israel.
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