Va’eira: Ezekiel 28:25-29:21

Egypt Reprised
28:25-26 Prophetic words of consolation

Thus saith the Lord God: When |
shall have gathered the house of
Israel from the peoples among
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their own land which | gave to My i t .
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dwell safely therein, and shall build DNR - DORWA 55? DvaY
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they shall dwell safely; when | have
executed judgments upon all those

that have them in disdain round _

about them; and they shall know
that | am the Lord their God.'

- 'Q'apu T 'ANaY Nk

1PYPYIN 2 VT D1 0 0y myThy) R (12) N SNpT

Thus will | manifest My greatness and My holiness, and make Myself known in the sight of many nations.
And they shall know that | am the LORD.
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And the Egyptians shall know that | am the LORD, when | stretch out My hand over Egypt and
bring out the Israelites from their midst.”
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For that night | will go through the land of Egypt and strike down every first-born in the land of
Egypt, both man and beast; and | will mete out punishments to all the gods of Egypt, | the
LORD.
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29:1-5 A fishing expedition
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(1) In the tenth year, in the tenth
month, in the twelfth day of the
month, the word of the Lord came
unto me, saying: (2) 'Son of man, set
thy face against Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and prophesy against him,
and against all Egypt; (3) speak, and
say: Thus saith the Lord God:
Behold, | am against thee, Pharaoh
King of Egypt, The great dragon that
lieth In the midst of his rivers, That
hath said: My river is mine own, And
I"have made it for myself. (4) And |
will"'put hooks in thy jaws, and | will
cause the fish of thy rivers to stick
unto thy scales; and | will bring thee
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up out of the midst of thy rivers, and
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fall upon the open field; Thou shalt _  _ “

Tenth month=Tevet. Tenth year of Zedekiah=598/7. (=7 January 587)

unto thy scales. (5) And | will cast
thee into the wilderness, Thee and
all the fish of thy rivers; Thou shalt

mnn 58 YR ey nox 0oy B YRY D2V D) 31v3 D10 NRR 217 09N

HIPR NN DY NER YN Y0 DYRI DR :07¥) DY) YIRA

You splintered the sea with Your might and smashed the heads of the tanninim in the waters.

You crushed the heads of Leviathan and left him for food for the nation and denominations.
You released springs and torrents and dried up mighty rivers.
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On that day the LORD, with His stalwart, great and powerful sword, will even the score with

the straight reptilian Leviathan and the serpentine reptilian Leviathan, and He shall slay the

tannin in the sea.



29:6-7 Egypt is a “hollow reed”
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| am the Lord, Because they have
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And rend all their shoulders; And
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when they lean upon thee, thou
breakest, And makest all their loins —
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to be at a stand. (8) Therefore thus
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Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even upon Egypt; whereon if a
man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it; so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on
him.
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Behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even upon Egypt; whereon if a man
lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it; so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust on him.



29:8-12 Egypt destroyed
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saith the Lord God: Behold, | will
bring a sword upon thee, and will cut
off from thee man and beast. (9) And
the land of Egypt shall be desolate
and waste, and they shall know that
| am the Lord; because he hath said:
Theriver is_mine, and_| have made
it. (10) Therefore, behold, | am
against thee, and against thy rivers,
and | will make the land of Egypt
utterly waste and desolate, from
Migdol to Syene even unto the
border of Ethiopia. (11) No foot of
man shall pass through it, nor foot of
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beast shall pass through it, neither
shall it be inhabited forty years. (12)
And | will make the land of Egypt
desolate in the midst of the
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Moshe Greenberg:

countries that are desolate, and her
cities among the cities that are laid

This reformulation of Pharaoh’s boast is translatable: “I have a Nile” with the nuance: | am
secure in possession of my life source. To this corresponds the doom of drought announced in
the following verse (Anchor Bible, Ezekiel, 605).

The JPS translation of that following verse (10) reads: “I will reduce the land of Egypt to utter
ruin and desolation, from Migdol to Syene (S’vene), all the way to the border of Nubia.”

- is cognate with Aswan, site of Egypt’s High Dam, and, indeed, it traditionally marked the
border between Egypt and its southern neighbor, Nubia, biblical Kush, just as Migdol (literally,
fortress) stood on Egypt’s northern frontier (see Exodus 12:2).



29:13-16 Egypt restored
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(16) And it shall be no more the _

confidence of the house of Israel,

and they shall be there a lowly

bringing iniquity to remembrance,
when they turn after them; and they
shall know that | am the Lord God.'
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29:17-21 Nebuchadnezzar takes Tyre and advances on Egypt

(17) And it came to pass in the seven
and twentieth vyear,
month, in the first day of the month,

in the first

the word of the Lord came unto me,
saying:  (18)
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon
caused his army to serve a great

'Son of man,

service against Tyre, every head
was made bald, and every shoulder
was peeled; yet had he no wages,
nor his army, from Tyre, for the
service that he had served against
it; (19) Therefore thus saith the Lord
God: Behold, | will give the land of
Egypt unto Nebuchadrezzar king of
Babylon; and he shall carry off her
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abundance, and take her spoil, and
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First month=Nisan. 27" year=after Zedekiah ascended the throne (598/7). (=26 April 571)

wages for his army. (20) | have given
him the land of Egypt as his hire for
which he served, because they
wrought for Me, saith the Lord God. ,

Moshe Greenberg

Nebuchadnezzar sought to secure his hold on Syria-Palestine by subjugating Egypt. To do this,
he needed to control the coastal approach to Egypt, and perhaps even to possess a fleet and a
base for it. Such considerations may be supposed to explain his starting a campaign in Phoenicia
soon after Jerusalem’s fall. (Anchor Bible: Ezekiel, 540)
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He hath cut off in fierce anger All the horn of Israel; He hath drawn back His right hand From
before the enemy; And He hath burned in Jacob like a flaming fire, Which devoureth round
about.



