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Jeremiah 46:13-28

Jeremiah 41:1-2

In the aftermath of the destruction

(1) Now it came to pass in the
seventh month, that Ishmael the
son of Nethaniah, the son of
Elishama, of the seed royal, and
one of the chief officers of the king,
and ten men with him, came unto
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to
Mizpah; and there they did eat
bread together in Mizpah. (2) Then
arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah,
and the ten men that were with him,
and smote Gedaliah the son of

Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the

(9) and said unto them: 'Thus saith
the Lord, the God of Israel, unto
whom ye sent me to present your
supplication before Him: (10) If ye
will still abide in this land, then will |
build you, and not pull you down,
and | will plant you, and not pluck
you up; for | repent Me of the evil
that | have done unto you. (11) Be
not afraid of the king of Babylon, of
whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of
him, saith the Lord; for | am with
you to save you, and to deliver you
from his hand. (12) And | will grant
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42:9-11 God’s advice: Stay home!
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43:5-7 The people’s choice

land of Judah. (5) But Johanan the
son of Kareah, and all the captains
of the forces, took all the remnant of
Judah, that were returned from all
the nations whither they had been
driven to sojourn in the land of
Judah: (6) the men, and the women,
and the children, and the king's
daughters, and every person that
Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard had left with Gedaliah the son
of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and
Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch
the son of Neriah; (7) and they came
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Haftarah of Va’eira

Nebuchadnezzar sought to secure his hold on Syria-Palestine by subjugating
Egypt. To do this, he needed to control the coastal approach to Egypt, and
perhaps even to possess a fleet and a base for it. Such considerations may
be supposed to explain his starting a campaign in Phoenicia soon after
Jerusalem’s fall. (Anchor Bible: Ezekiel, 540)



46:13-19: Escaping the “oppressing” sword
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together. (13) The word that the Lord
spoke to Jeremiah the prophet, how
that Nebuchadrezzar king of
Babylon should come and smite the
land of Egypt. (14) Declare ye in
Egypt, and announce in Migdol, And
Noph and in
'Stand forth,
and prepare thee, For the sword

announce in
Tahpanhes; Say ye:

hath devoured round about thee.'
(159 Why is thy strong one
overthrown? He stood not, because
the Lord did thrust him down. (16)
He made many to stumble; Yea,
they fell one upon another, And
said: 'Arise, and let us return to our
own people, And to the land of our
birth, From the oppressing sword.'
(17) They cried there: 'Pharaoh king
of Egypt is but a noise; He hath let
the appointed time pass by.' (18) As |
live, saith the King, Whose name is
the Lord of hosts, Surely like Tabor
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“Equipment for exile:” When a person embarks on a journey, he prepares for himself a flask
and an earthenware cup with which to drink.



20-26: catastrophe befalls Egypt

Egypt is a very fair heifer; But the
gadfly out of the north is come, it is
come. (21) Also her mercenaries in
the midst of her Are like calves of
the stall, For they also are turned
back, they are fled away together,
They did not stand; For the day of
their calamity is come upon them,
The time of their visitation. (22) The
sound thereof shall go like the
serpent's; For they march with an
army, And come against her with
axes, As hewers of wood. (23) They
cut down her forest, saith the Lord,
Though it cannot be searched;
Because they are more than the
locusts, And are innumerable. (24)
The daughter of Eaypt is put to
shame; She is delivered into the
hand of the people of the north. (25)
The Lord of hosts, the God of Israel,

saith: Behold, | will punish Amon of
NA and Dharanh and EAunt with
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27-28: Israel’s destiny & singularity

(27) But fear not thou, O Jacob My
servant, Neither be dismayed, O
Israel; For, lo, | will save thee from
afar, And thy seed from the land of
their captivity; And Jacob shall
again be quiet and at ease, And
(28)
Fear not thou, O Jacob My servant,
saith the Lord, For | am with thee;
For | will make a full end of all the

none shall make him afraid.

nations whither | have driven thee,
But | will not make a full end of thee;
And | will correct thee in measure,
But will not utterly destroy thee.
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... This instructs us that God oversees [alt: makes an accounting for] even the gentile nations if
their wickedness is excessively violent as in the generation of the flood and the inhabitants of
Sodom [to wit]: “For the land is full of violence.” Violence erodes civilization and God wants the
world to be civilized. Regarding other sins, however, they are not as significant to Him to
oversee them other than in respect of Israel alone, to wit: “Only you have | known from among
all the peoples of the earth [to hold you accountable for all your sins],” as | explained in the
Book of Amos.
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Now, [reverting back to the subject of predestination] is it not written in the Torah: "Know of a
surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and
they shall afflict them" (Gen. 113), lo, here is a decree against the Egyptians to do evil? And it,
moreover, written: "And this people will rise up, and go astray after the foreign gods of the
land" (Deut. 31.16), lo, here is a decree against Israel to worship idolatry, then why visit
retribution upon them?

Because He did not decree that that particularly known person shall be the one to go astray.
Forsooth, every individual of those who did go astray to worship idolatry, had he not done so to
worship of his own free will, he would not have worshiped. And God made known no more
than custom of the world. This is like to one who says: "Among this people will be righteous and



wicked". Not because of this will the wicked one say that it had long since been decreed that he
should be an evildoer, seeing that God made known to Moses that there will be wicked people
among Israel. Or, this is like the subject of poverty, of which it is said: "For the poor shall never
cease out of the land" (lbid. 15.11).

Likewise the Egyptians, if each and every one of those who vexed and wronged Israel had no
desire so to wrong them, he had it in his power to refrain from doing it; for, He did not decree
against a particular man, but made known to Abraham that in the end his seed will be enslaved
in a land which is not theirs. But we have already stated that it is not within the power to
comprehend the foreknowledge of the Holy One, blessed is He!
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But also that nation. Even though God Himself decreed enslavement and oppression for
Avram’s descendants, their oppressors would be punished for overstepping the sentence. If, on
the other hand, they had only intended to carry out the sentence they would have been
rewarded.
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