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For shame, due to our many, many sins there exist isolated areas in America,
Asia and Africa which are considered like the surroundings of London.
Everyone there does whatever he wants, up in the night, without recourse,
unknowing of where the wind will carry. Many are the mistakes, specifically
in America, committed by men without reputations and unaware of how to
perform writs of divorce. They distribute invalid bills, which is well known
and without explanation for scholars of recognition. 3
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DR. ADLER.

We have received for publication the following corres
tween a committee of the Franklin Street Synagogue, N¢&
the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, Our readers are pe
that the members of that body are mostly natives of G
hence it was perfectly natural that they should seek the ¢
Dr. AJs installation to send him a congratulatory addn
than other congregations in this country. Nevertheless,
gentleman will have many others in America, who anxiou
good he may effect, as his ministration, if’ carried out i

spirit, cannot be otherwise than beneficial to American
Ep. Oc.

Congregation Shaaray T
New York, Tebet

To Tae Rev, Dr. N. M. ApLEr, Cuier RaBer oF TH
ExrIre. o

Rev. Sir,—We, the members of the Franklin Street S

the city of New York, U. 8., avail ourselves of the first ¢

offer you our sincere congratulation on your elevation t
and important office of Chiel Rabbi, an office, which, in

ramifications, affects every Israelite, be he located in the torr
zone, Permit us, reverend sir, to upite our prayer with the
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l. J. Benjamin, Three Years in America, 1859-1862, vol. |, trans.
Charles Reznikoff (Philadelphia: JPS, 1956), 321

After the discussion of my affairs at the above-mentioned meeting had been concluded, the president
of Congregation Shaare Chesed, Mr. S. Friedlander, requested the meeting to remain a little longer
because he had something else to say. He informed the meeting that the Portuguese congregation had
disclosed to him that they wished to set up a statue of Judah Touro to the lasting memory of the man
who had been a benefactor of so many congregations, and that they sought the assistance of the other
congregations of New Orleans in the project in the hope that other congregations in America would
also join in it. | was astonished at the proposal and asked my neighbors for more details about this
proposed memorial: what it would be like, where it would be set up, and so on. | was told that the
statue of the dead man would be cast in bronze and was to be set up in the outer court of the
Portuguese synagogue. Hearing this, | was more astonished than ever and asked permission to speak.

“Gentleman,” | said, “although | am only passing through the city and, therefore, have no right to take
the floor in the discussion of community affairs, | see myself forced to express my views in this matter
because this concerns our religion, and in such a case every Israelite has the right to speak. When | was
young, | spent much time in Jewish studies and have recently seen four continents and have learnt
something at first hand about millions of my fellow Jews. Nowhere did | see or find the statue of a Jew:
because this is clearly against the principles of our holy religion.”

My words caused great excitement among the religious Jews at the meeting and it was, accordingly,
terminated.
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“I'am in doubt whether we in Europe can fulfill our obligation of
the “four species” with crops that grow in the islands of the
Americas, which are below us. The situation there is the opposite,
as it is known that scientists relate that their feat [in the
Caribbean] are opposite ours. That the [crops] do not fall toward
heaven is because God controls it so. Therefore, were we to
partake in the crops that grow there it would appear that they
develop oppositely; that the tops of their palms and myrtle are
beneath the bottoms of ours. Or perhaps we might suggest that
since they grow in relation to the ground down there, they still
develop in the usual fashion—this latter point is most
reasonable.”




Abraham Rice, “American Citrons,” The Occident (May 1847): 117

“It is not long since, that several of my friends urged me to come
out publicly, in your periodical, with my opinion about the

D'ANNN which are yearly brought from the West Indies to this
country. | am so much disinclined to give publicity to any thing of
a controversial nature in matters of our religion, that even now |
should not trouble you, but that the time is approaching when our
yearly communications are made to the West Indies for the
supply of Citrons, and | think it therefore my duty, for the sake of
our religion, to state that these D'ANNN are "W) and there cannot
be found any word against them in all D*aNNXI DIWYXRY D'7019.
All rumors that were set afloat against the ninw> of these n*aANNN
are founded in error and misinformation. Now, my dear sir, | wish
only to promote the unity of Israel in matters of religious
observances, and endeavour to effect that our brethren of Israel
shall not be willfully deprived of the observance of 2717 nixn
without just cause.”



lsaac Leeser

Moses N. Nathan to Isaac Leeser, August 5, 1847, Gershwind-

Bennett Isaac Leeser Digitization Project, Penn Libraries

“It grieved me to notice the useless discussion, in the valuable
pages of the Occident on the question of west Indian citrons
... In these Islands, too much attention is devoted to the staple
production, as sugar, coffee &c to allow a laborer's time to be
wasted on the improvement of fruit trees ... The whole
expense is confined to gathering bringing them to town,
packing, and freight to the states. One of our brethren

in Jamaica used to send an annual supply to the synagogues
by his slaves, free of cost, the present possessor of his estates
permits any one to pluck citrons, who will send for them ... It
must also be recollected that our Portuguese brethren

in Jamaica were presided over for many years by eminent
Chachamim; the chief Chacham [Yehoshua] De Cordova, an
eminent scholar in biblical and profane knowledge, and
whose manuscript writings attest his profound
acquirements. Surely, these pious & orthodox persons would
not have sanctioned the use of grafted fruit.”
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i U 1y B ' they were from a different species. They are rounder and have a yellowish-white color. They haven’t any grooves,
= 1,”5:7;;; M, 7,;;%”.,:?2 AU ; just little protrusions. However, there exists fear that they are grafted as they are so beyond the scope of nature ... In

truth, West Indies etrogim are very different from etrogim in Europe and Asia, but the difference is considered slight.
This is similar to the position of Alfasi and Maimonides with regard to black [lulavim]—there was no material
difference between these and the ones in Europe and Asia, save for the coal-like color. If so, of course the ones in
America are fit, as this is how they are meant to grow. The people in this region are accustomed to these. And so, |,
for all practical purposes, recited a blessing on them in 1850 and 1851 when | was visiting this land.

o olalmx‘:vmmku 5 :',~‘A

We might investigate whether [American etrogim] brought to Europe or Asia are fit and whether a blessing may be
o 4 recited over them [he ruled leniently in a dire situation]. Theoretically, | believe (though this is theoretical and not
practical) that the West Indies etrogim are the most authentic variety since they have developed naturally without
augmentation or handiwork. By contrast, etrogim from other regions have, over time, through grafting, changed
their forms through human-engineered processes until they are in the state in which they are at present.
Accordingly, | have suggested that the etrogim here [in the West Indies] are found in the forests preserved like the
days of old, millennia ago.”
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THE REV. MR. ROSENFELD.

WE have received, for insertion in the Occident, a certain presmble
and resolutions, reported by a committee of five, and adopted afterward
at o meeting of the Buai Jeshurun Congregation, of Oincinnati, with
regpect to the Rey. Jacob Rosenfeld, their minister, who, by the by,
was re-elected on the 28th of August, for the term of three years as
Hazan, Leoturer, and Superintendent of the Talmud Yelodim School,
at the inereased salary of fifteen hundred dollars per annum. The let-
ter of Mr. L. L, Miller, the sccretary, was not mailed till the 17th of
September, although dated on the 3d, and hence did not reach us till
after our October number was all made up for press.

“To rHE PrESIDENT, BoARD oF TRUSTEES, AND MEMBERS OF THE
K. K. BNAT JESHURUN :

“ GexrLEMEN,—The undersigned, as Committee appointed by your
honourable Congregation to draft suitable resolutions, in behalf of the
action had by this congregation at their general meeting, concerning
charges brought by Mr. N. Bing, and others, against our minister, the
Rev. Mr. Rasenfeld, beg leave to submit the following preamble and
regolutions i—

“Whereas, the charges brought by Mr. N. Bing, and others, against
our minister, have been, according to the wish of the accusers and ac-
cused, investigated in the presence of all the members of this Congre-
gation; and,

“Whereas, the accusers having, through Mr. Louis, their advocate,
shown not one single proof in our Holy Writ to substantiate said charges ;
and, wherens, this congregation, by the p of Doctor Ashkenazi
who has ghown that he is worthy to decide, if a doubtful question should
arise, by the high dations and testimonials, done their duty
18 Israelites; and, whereas, this congregation feel it to be their duty to
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uphold their-dignity as & congregation, and to uphold the dignity and

haracter of their minister; be it, therefore, resolved,
1. That said charges are declared unjust and unfounded ; theréfore,
not substantiated.
2, That we, bers of the

te the Rev. Mr.

From the above report, it does not appear what the charges were
which Mr. Bing und others preferred against their minister. But, as
we thus give publicity to the opinion of the Committee, backed, as it is,
by the strongest: vote of confidence of the congregation, we deem it but
o duty which the press owes to those who conscientiously made their
complaints to state simply what they were. We have before us a letter
of Mr. Simon Louis, dated October the 1st, wherein he assures us that
he holds the honorary appointment of religious chief of said Kahal, and
requests us to state that Mr. R. was charged,

1st. With eating meat of the hind quarter, from which Mr. L. con-
tends that we are not able to extract the veins properly; but which Mr. R.
professed to be fully competent to accomplish. This rejoinder was con-
gidered as a proof in favour of Mr. R.

2dly. With baving arrived, by railroad, at Cincinnati, on the night
of the 1st day of Roshhashanah, 5612, which was a Sabbath after the
festival had commenced. Mr. Louis was called on to prove that it is un-
lawful to travel on a railroad on Sabbath; but when he said that, as it
Was 2 new invention, it would take some time to examine authorities, in
order to give a correct decision, whether some permission might not

Was & nex ;"":'ﬁi.v it would ts .; m,;;” hm{n
order to give a correct decisi hether some ission might not

8 ¥

be somewhere discoverable, the committee: took for granted that such
travelling was accordingly permitted.
8dly. That Mr. R. had eaten guinen fowls, althongh in gome places

_they do not cat them. Mr. Louis contended that, according to Yoreh

Desh, ch. 82, § 4, we.do not eat any bird, except it be traditional that
it is permitted. To this Mr. R. replied that in Charleston they had
such a tradition,

4thly. That Mr. R. should have pronounced the holy name as it is
written against the eustom and tradition of Israel.

The above are, in brief, the charges, as far as we can extract them
from Mr. Louis’s communication, which, we shonld judge, not baving
any other information, to be actually those brought forward by Mr. R.'s
aceusers.  Our readers must form their own judgment about the ver-
diet of Mr. R.’s constituents, without any prompting on our part; Mr,
Louis must, however, excuse us for not publishing his entire letter, as
we cannot give insertion to any matter which has evidently been pre-
paved under a state of excitement, No doubt, Mr, L. is perfectly ex-
cusable for being irritated, if he has been so cavalierly treated by the
meeting as he assures us; but that would be no excuse for us for laying
the evidence of his irritation before the public. If there is no mistake
in the above, we hope that, as far at least as regards the second and fourth
charges, in which there is no honest difference that the accusers were
right, Mr, Rosenfeld will publicly announce his recantation of those
errors, or let it be generally known that he denies being guiliy of them..
He owes it to himself and all Israelites in this country. We deeply
regret having been called on by the parties in Cincianati to give pub-
licity to any part of these proccedings; but, having once been, we must
act impartially, as we have done.

gy 3 T e
President of the Hospital Society, presented the congregation with a
handsome silver ewer and basin for the use of the Cohanim, besides
other offerings for charity purposes, the general fund, and repairing the
old burying-ground in Oliver Street, which he understood was not in
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their wishes; you will please return it immediately, but they hope that
you will by no means insert only an ahstract of it.
#“T subscribe myself;
# Reverend sir,
“Your obedient servant,
“ Mogr1s FIsHEL,
¢ Secretary.”

“Mg. Epiror :—

“The remarks which you appended to the Resoluti dopted by
the Congregation Bnai Jeshuran, of this city, in reference to the Rev.
J. Rosenfeld, their worthy and pious minister, sent to you for publica-
tion, has made it incumbent on the Board of Trustees to request the in-
sertion of this article in the Occident.

¢ Tt i3 not our present intention to comment on the manner in which
you thought proper to give cireulation to a slanderous report, sent to
you by an obscure individual, to the disparagement of the ch of
a gentleman, well known in this country as a zealous labourer in the
cause of orthodox Judaism. Nor do we wish to express our astonish-
ment at your eagerness to condemn a colleague, at the first bidding of
any individual, no matter who or what he is, without instituting the
least inquiry, as to its cor ; a mode of proceeding, which seems
to us an extreme inconsistency on your part, it being a direot violation
of these principles of justice, which, if we mistake not, you have Inid
down as the basis of your course, as Editor of this magazine, Further-
more, we have no desire to enter into & controversy concerning certain
points of law at issue. OQur present object is to furnish yowwith a cor-
reot report of a transaction which, it seems, you had so much interest
in publishing. We do it in order to disabuse the minds of the readers
of your Journal, of the various hasty opinions formed by your insinua-
tions derogatory to hoth the Congregation Bnai Jeshurun and their mi-_
nister.

“Before going any further, however, permit us to inform you, that
Mr. Simon Louis, neither was, is, nor ever will be, religions chief of
our Congregation, and we are gorry to know, that you, in your over-
eagerness to give publicity to this affair, espoused the cause of one
whom we hold unworthy of the least notice, and who hus imposed on
you a gross falschood. We now proceed to give you a brief, but true
statement of the whole transaction. You know that there is bardly a
congregation to be found whose members always agree, and whose

are ged in b There are men who, ambi-

1y

4, Ho keeps & Christian cook.
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I found Ierzelites in Canton, Columbus, Spring-
field, Dayton, Ohio ; but my business did not permit
me to spend a long time in any of those places. I
remained for some considerable time in Cincinnaty,

Olio, the Queen ,(_)xty %_g_(tl‘oegue g_( the West.—
d of th

city, | was at a loss to

an opinion, or £6 an

butchers ; about eating hind-quarters; Guinea fowls,
-and other such things. I was fully posted up in the
knowledge that the Rev. Mr. Henry and the Rev.
Mr. Rosenfeld had been their ministers, and that
even they were not orthodox enocugh for the people.
Reflecting on all this, I had concluded that Cinein-
nati must be juhabited by men who still five in an
age of superstition and ignorance. But when I con-
sidered that they had just unanimously elected Dr.
Wise, of Albany; that he had preached 'there in
three Synagogues, and was everywhere listened to
by a erowded audience, as my informant said, [ was
at @ loss what to think. It is too much of a contrast
to be quickly comprehended. 1 mixed much among
the people in order to get a correct notion of the
present state of things, and [ give you the result of
my inquiries. There are 6,000 souls in Cincinnati
of our persuasion. They are divided into four con-

pate what I should find there: 1 hod vead of con
tinnal quarrels among them about Shoctim aud |-
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The signs of a kosher bird are not explained from the Torah, rather it only
enumerated the non-kosher types, and the permitted types of birds. And
the prohibited types, twenty-four were mentioned in the Torah.
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Anyone who is an expert in those types and their names, behold he eats all the birds that are not
from them, and he doesn't need checking. And a kosher bird is eaten according to tradition, and
that is the clear thing in that place that it is a kosher bird. And the hunter is believed saying:
This bird, my hunting rabbi permitted for me, since that hunter is known to be in an expert in
non-kosher types that are mentioned in the Torah and their names. Someone who does not
know them and does not know their names, he should check the signs ... And even though it has
these three signs, it should not be eaten, because we are concerned lest it is a bird of prey,
rather, unless they have a tradition that was transmitted to them by their ancestors that it is
kosher.
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There are those who say that all birds that have a wide beak and the palm of
its foot is wide like a goose, and it is known that it is not a bird of prey and is
permitted to eat if it has the three signs on its body. Rama: And there are
those who say that we don't rely even on this, and one should only eat a
bird with an accepted tradition that it is kosher and we are accustomed to
this and it should not be changed.
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One who is from a place that they are accustomed to a prohibition with a
single bird because they do not have a tradition, and he went to a place
where they do have a tradition, he is able to eat it in the place where he

went, even if his intention to return. And if he went from a place that does
have a tradition and he went to a place that does not have a tradition, it is
permitted for him to eat it.
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If the rest of the places that do not have a tradition are able to
eat it relying upon the place that does have a tradition, there is
one who forbids and there is one who prohibits. And there is [a
reason] to be concerned regarding the words of the one who
prohibits.
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A letter addressed to Chief-Rabbi Dr. N. Adler, London. and
Rabbi-S. R."Hirsch of Frankfurt a/M." as to Museovy Ducks.
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We were asked about the issue of fowl that come from America. |
forbade them, though those who permitted them did not relent. It
was a year ago that | wrote in extended fashion to [the Jews of]
Galicia, based on the principle that we rule that we do not rely on
any sign, just tradition—and here we do not possess a tradition.
Those who permit and write that Jews in America have a tradition
are speaking in wasteful talk. First, there are two positions cited in
Shulhan Arukh on the issue of whether it is permitted for a locale
without a “tradition” to rely on a community that does possess a
“tradition.” The author [Rabbi Yosef Caro] rules stringently and the
position of the Shakh seems puzzling to me ... After all, those who
permit are referring to a Jewish community from long ago, perhaps
possession a tradition from the sages of the Talmud or the
Gaonim—in that time most Jews were trustworthy, and we can rely
on them. To the contrary, the present case in America. Jews have
lived there for about a hundred years and don’t possess
traditions. It is also known that those who settled there were
vagabonds, and most were weak-minded. It is not satisfactory to
rely on them and their testimonies about “traditions.” Therefore,
it is forbidden to rely on them and advisable to reduce the
possibility of public disagreement. Whoever does not adhere to
these words will, in the future, get what they deserve.
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of conforring s general baneflt on many will bo regarded a8 rownrd onough to
all right thinking sons und daughiters of Israel, and stimulste them Lo nssist
in the good work,

Throo bundeed names obtained or their equivalent will be deemed enough s
to undertake the work. , :
Application can be made direct to the undersigned, or to any of his friends < e t‘t m
in the United States, Canada, England, and thg West Indies. 2 ’

Isaac Lrxszs.
Philadelphia, Heshvan, 5024,
AND

IN PREPARATION,

B PR RORR QN BNS SRS AMERICAN JEWISH ADVOCATE.

'3
PACH'S PRIVATE BOARDING HOUSE,

No. 112 Vine Street, Philadelphia.

Mrs. Pacn (from Borlin) takes this opportunity of informing familios who

may require tho services of a competent porson to cook and arrange for Wed-

dings, Berithe, or Social Parties, that hor many vears' experionce as Canterer

affords evidence of her ability to cook to the satisinction of familizg, either al

their residonces or hor own, ns they Yy dosire, She is furnished with amplo

teatimoninls from New York and this exty. Specinl attention paid to boned

twurkey, French fricsssee, &o. »
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teatimoninls from Now York and this exty.  Speciul attention paid to bons

wirkey, French fricsssee, &o. ,
“l‘l’l'l\ o Rev, 5 M. lsuncs, of New York,
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THE RESULTS OF UNION.

Tae more we think of it, the more are we convinced of the
necessity of a greater degree of union than ever has yat existed
among us. We may weary our readers with our appeals; but
we can, nevertheless, not pretermit every suitable opportunity of
urging them to think for themselves on the all-important topic of
their religion. Let them look at what occurs around them; and
what do they see? Precisely what might be expected: some
congregations having no ministers, others seeking some ane to
preside over them; some reforming this custom, some the other
whilst some profess to be attached to the ancient order of things,
and others desire nothing but change. And what do we see in
respect to individual religion? Again, what might be expected ;
a great degree of diversity in conduct, much greater than it
ought to be, greater than it would be, had we an authorized
church government, which could exhort and admonish with the
weight of popular support to give importance 1o its appeals.
What are now the local ministers, even the best of them? No-
thing but the breath of the people; appointed by them at theirown
pleasure and option, and generally reducible again to the com-
mon level by the voice of those who elected them. Now, we
entirely approve of independent congregations, of the free Ehoice
of the respective delegates of the people to the Throne of Grace,
as Jewish ministers should of right be, agreeable to those whom
they represent. But we entirely dissent 0 the propriety of
choosing them for arbitrary qualifications, which each separate
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THE RESULTS OF UNION, 533

will enlighten them in the mean time; till they can settle the
matter to their satisfaction. When a case of conscience oceurs,
we have great difficulty in having it elucidated; we have but
few to whom we have a right to apply, or who are properly
authorized to act in the premises. But a decision has to be
given; and the consequence is, that it is either dispated, or it
must be verified by an appeal to some European Chief Rabbi,
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Thg_ Disguised Ones

Whoever heard of French-Germans, German-
Frenchmen, Turkish-Italians, Turkish-Russians,
or Russian-Englishmen? I am certain, I am
convinced, that you never heard of such names.
But we, the Children of Israel, we, the Chosen
People, have invented new kinds of creatures
with peculiar hyphenated names, such as, Ger-
man Jews, Russian Jews, Polish Israelites, &ec.
Especially do these names sound crude and am-
bigious here in the blessed, free, United States
of America. Here, in this great and glorious
Republic, where the Constitution liberates her
new citizens from their ancient chains of bond-
age, from the yoke of monarchs and crowned
heads; here, under the protection of the dear
and precious flag of shining stars and glorious
stripes; here, such divisions into countless
groups and parties based upon differences of
countries, cities, and towns, whence we came,
must cease! There must be no geographic dis-
tinctions between Jew and Jew in this country!
No, dear brethren, here we are neither Ger- -
mans, nor Russians, nor Austrians; here we
are all of us equally Jews and American cit-
izens!

I should Iike to inquire of . the wiseacres of
assimilation what they would have done had
their _Paren_ts been accidentally born in the land
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