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Given the State of the World — Was the Flood a Success or Failure?

Noach, 5785
Torah in Motion Parsha Class
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judges find guilty shall pay two-fold to his fellow.
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CORRUPT - It means lewdness and |dolatry, as (Deuteronomy

4:16) pronwn 19 “lest ye deal corruptly” “m 9wa 95 monwn > “for all
flesh had corrupted etc.” VIOLENCE — means thievery.
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The sons of princes and rulers (Gene3|s Rabbah 26: 15).
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Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai called them [when translating this verse into

Aramaic] “the children of judges.” Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai used to

curse anyone who would call them [translating the words literally,
as] “children of god.”
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(7) If the thief is not found, the owner of the house shall come near to
the judges, to determine whether he did not send forth his hand on the
property of his fellow. (8) For every claim of crime, regarding an ox,
a donkey, a sheep, a garment, or any loss about which one may say,
"This is it", the words of both shall come to the judges; whomever the



Noach 5785

his youth; nor will | again destroy every living thing, as | have
done.

20. Hertz Commentary:

Imagination: The Evil Inclination in man, yetzer hara, which
too often gains the mastery over the Good Inclination, Yetzer
tov. From his youth — from the dawn of his knowledge of
good and evil.
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He ascnbes merit to men because by thelr very creation they have an

evil nature in their youthful days but not in their mature years. If so,
for these two reasons, it is not proper to smite every living thing.
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Man’s immaturity in his younger years is the reason for these evil

inclinations. G-d therefore had decided not to visit punishments on
man promptly as a result this consideration as He used to do.

23. S. R. Hirsch

“It is unfortunate that this word is so often translated by
‘instinct, inclination, impulse’, as if there was a force in
man that drives him to evil. From that, there then formed
that hopeless view of life on which a great ‘religious’
society rests, that dogma of the power of evil in which
Man is supposed to be born, and out of which he can
only be saved by a certain belief.”
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...as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand O House
of Israel

tV: V0 HYYWS .25
1270 ND VIYPY NN YN
Shall the work say of him who made it, He did not make me!
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Reish Lakish said: The word ki is used in the Bible in four senses: If,
perhaps, but, and because.
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Now when Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way

of the land of the Philistines, although it was nearer; for God said,

“The people may have a change of heart when they see war, and
return to Egypt.”
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R. ‘Awira or, as some say, R. Joshua b. Levi, made the following
exposition: The Evil Inclination has seven names. The Holy One,
blessed be He, called it Evil, as it is said, For the imagination of
man's heart is evil from his youth. Moses called it the
Uncircumcised, as it is said, Circumcise therefore the foreskin of
your heart. David called it Unclean... Solomon called it the
Enemy... Isaiah called it the Stumbling-Block... Ezekiel called
it Stone... Joel called it the Hidden One...
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"evil" is the yetzer hara (the evil inclination). Its Creator testifies

about it that it is evil, viz. (Bereshith 8:21) "for the yetzer of man's
heart is evil from his youth."
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Our Rabbis taught: The Evil Desire is hard [to bear], since even
his Creator called him evil, as it is written, for that the desire of
man's heart is evil from his youth. R. Isaac said: Man's Evil Desire
renews itself daily against him, as it is said, [every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart] was only evil every day. And R. Simeon
b. Levi said: Man's Evil Desire gathers strength against him daily
and seeks to slay him, for it is said: The wicked watcheth the
righteous, and seeketh to slay him; and were not the Holy One,
blessed be He, to help him [man], he would not be able to prevail
against him, for it is said: The Lord will not leave him in his hand.
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Resh Lakish said: Satan, the evil prompter, and the Angel of Death
are all one.

18. King James Bible

...the LORD said in his heart, "I will never again curse the
ground because of man, for the imagination of man's heart
is evil from his youth; neither will | ever again destroy every
living creature as | have done.

19. Soncino

21. And the Lord smelled the pleasing odor; and the Lord said
in his heart, | will not again curse the ground any more for
man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from
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Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed - for in

the image of God he made man.
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