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THE MITZVA OF TZITZIT
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Bemidbar 15 And God spoke to Moshe, saying: Speak to the children of
Israel (benei Yisrael), and say to them to make themselves fringes on the
corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put on the
fringe of each corner a thread of blue (techelet). And it will be for you for a
fringe, that you will see it and remember all God’s commandments, and
do them; and not go about after your heart and your eyes, after which you
go astray; So that you will remember and do all My commandments, and
be holy to your God.
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Devarim 22:12 Twisted cords you shall make on the four corners of your
covering, with which you cover yourself (asher techaseh bah).

72 TA1D IT NIXA N721I7W "' NIXn 7 X DNODTEHINIR DN 2an ninan
I
.|'7D nixnn

Menachot 43b “And you will see them and you will remember all of God’s
commandments” — This mitzva is considered as weighty as all of
the mitzvot together.
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Rashi Menachot 43b s.v. Shekula...For (zitzit in gematriya is 600
[90+10+90+10+400] and 5 knots and 8 strings make 613.
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Menachot 43b Rabbi Meir would say: How is techelet different form
all other colors? Because techelet resembles the sea, and the sea
resembles the sky, and the sky [resembles] the throne of Honor.
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Menachot 43b Rashbi says: Whoever is zealous with this mitzva
merits to receive the face of the Shechina.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 10 A turban is exempt ... since its primary purpose is to
cover the head, for God said “your covering” (Devarim 22:12) and not a
head-covering.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 24:1 If a man does not wear a tallit [a garment] with four
corners, he is not obligated in tzitzit. It is good and correct for every
person to be careful to wear a tallit katan every day, in order that he
remember the mitzva at every moment.
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Menachot 41a Given that the Torah obligates him when he is
covered in a tallit that is subject to the obligation. When he is
covered in a tallit that is not subject to the obligation, did the
Torah obligate him? Rather, thus said [an angel] to Rav Katina:
[You are punished at a time of Divine anger for not wearing a
four-cornered garment and thus] seeking out excuses to exempt
yourself from tzitzit.
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Nimukei Yosef Menachot, Tzitzit 11b For there are those among the
early authorities who said that mitzvat tallit is only fulfilled
through wrapping the head to cover his head and his body, or
most of it, with it [the tallit]. As is written “That you cover with
it.” According to them, mitzvat tzitzit is not fulfilled with the tallit
katan that they are accustomed to wear in most kingdoms. It
does not seem that it is so. That which they recited

the beracha “to wrap” is because this is the ideal way to fulfil the
mitzva...but according to the basic law, any garment with four
corners is obligated in tzitzit and one discharges the obligation
of tzitzit with it, even though it has neither coverage nor
wrapping.

EXEMPTION
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Shulchan Aruch OC 14:1 Tzitzit that a non-Jew made are not valid, as
it is written “Speak to the children of Israel” (Bemidbar 15:38) to
exclude the non-Jew. But a woman is fit to make them.
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Magen Avraham 14:2 [A woman)] is fit- This requires study because
in every place we expound “benei Yisrael,” and not “benot
Yisrael.”
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Sifrei Bemidbar 115 “God spoke to Moshe, saying speak to the children of
Israel (benei Yisrael), and say to them to make themselves tzitzit.” Even
women are included in the meaning [of the verse]. Rabbi Shimon exempts
women from tzitzit because women are exempt from positive time-bound
commandments. For this is the rule: Rabbi Shimon said, every positive
time-bound commandment applies to men and not to women, to the fit
and not to the unfit. Rabbi Yehuda ben Bava says the sages specifically
exempted a woman’s veil from tzitzit and they only obligated the shawl,
because sometimes her husband covers himself with it.
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Tosefta Kiddushin 1:10 What is a positive mitzva that is not time-
bound? Like [returning] a lost object, and sending away [the
mother bird from] the nest, a fence [around a roof],

and tzitzit. Rabbi Shimon exempts women from tzitzit because it
is a positive time-bound commandment.
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Menachot 43a Our rabbis taught: everyone is obligated in tzitzit, kohanim,
levites, and Israelites, converts, women, and bondsmen. Rabbi Shimon
exempts women, because it is a positive time-bound commandment, and
women are exempt from all positive time-bound commandments...
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Mishneh Torah, Laws of Tzitzit 3:7 For the obligation of tzitzit is in the day
and not at night, as it is said, “And you shall see it” —at a time of seeing.
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Menachot 43a Rav Yehuda attached techelet to his wife’s apron... [We
derive] from his attaching them that he considers tzitzit a positive
commandment that is not time-bound.
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Sukka 11a Rav Amram Chasida attached techelet to his wife’s apron.
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Rashi Sukka 11a s.v. To his wife's apron To the shawl of his wife, for he
considered night a time for tzitzit. “And you shall see it” excludes the
clothing of a blind person, but night clothing is obligated. [In his view,] it
is a positive non-time-bound mitzva and women are obligated.

T (X QT) NDIOT [Kn 71921] 277921 DN PNAKRTE T pwrtye 97Pn 2 7
NN7U2 NIT'ON NN DIYN N'NA 'WIRT XNITI9Y XN'7ON XN XT'ON DNy
N7 '1INK 2201 XN TINZA IRT 201D TAVT RN

Ran on the Rif, Kiddushin 14b That which we say there and in the first
chapter of Sukka, that Master Amram Chasida attached techelet to his
wife’s apron, it is only out of piety that he acted thus. Only he [Rav
Amram] attached them, and others of our sages did not.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 17:2 Women and bondsmen are exempt because it is a

positive time-bound commandment.
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Tosafot Kiddushin 34a, s.v. Utfillin Ri says that since its obligation depends
on [the clothing being] something that time governs as being worn in the
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day, it should be considered time-bound, because the time of its wearing
causes the obligation.

VOLUNTARY PERFORMANCE
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Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Tzitzit, 3:9 And women and bondsmen who want to
wrap themselves in tzitzit may wrap themselves without a blessing. And
so too all other positive time-bound commandments from which women
are exempt. If they want to perform it without a blessing, we do not
protest [that act].
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Rema OC 17:2 Gloss: And in any case, if they want to wrap it and recite
a beracha on it, they may do so, as with other positive time-bound
commandments...

MEN'’S GARB: KELI GEVER
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Devarim 22 5 A man’s article shall not be on a woman, neither shall a man
wear a woman’s garment; for whoever does these things is an
abomination to the Lord your God.
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Targum Yerushalmi Devarim 22:5 There shall not be a cloak
of tzitzit and tefillin, which are men’s articles, on a woman.
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Levush 17:2 Since the Torah only obligated [tzitzit] for male attire, how can
a woman obligate herself in a matter that contains a bit of transgression,
namely, male attire?
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Ben Ish Chai First year, Lech Lecha 13 Further there is also a concern because
a woman should not wear a man’s article...In [Arizal’s] Sefer Ha-

kavanot the rationale of the details of this mitzva is explained according
to sod [kabbala], that this mitzva does not apply to women.
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Rav Zalman Nechemya Goldberg, 'Women's Prayer in Public' There is room to
prohibit tzitzit strings themselves to a woman on account of “a man’s

article shall not be [on a woman]” ... Albeit this is not a clear-cut
prohibition, but a tallit is clearly prohibited.
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Iggerot Moshe OC 4:49 Even concerning tzitzit, [voluntary mitzva
fulfillment] applies to a woman who is willing to wear a garment that is
different in form from men’s clothing but has four corners, and to

put tzitzit on it and fulfill this mitzva...

72T 17'9X NIO'K 'RY TNNN .0MAT AW NN WL, aop 77’1 wTn N2

72X ...U'R7 NINTNNY WU'N "TA2 NYWAI7N NWUKRA D DX K7X 0VIY'21 '] RKINY
,DMYAN 19N D'AYAN NN NNNN NI NNNN 191 [AN7 T 0'wal7 DX
["IYY DNY DT K7R 10X 'K NINTNNT? QXT ,WN1....JI0'R DY |'R
0 e

Bayit Chadash YD 182...It may be permitted in two ways. One is that there is
no prohibition even in an item that is for beautification and decoration
unless the woman wears men’s clothing to resemble a man...but if they
wear [it] in order to protect against the sun in the sunny season and rain
in the rainy season, there is no prohibition at all...The second, that even
to resemble [men] is prohibited only for items that are made for
beautification and decoration.
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Rav Yechi'el Ya'akov Weinberg, Responsa Seridei Eish II:41 Since her intention
is for the sake of the mitzva, there is no prohibition here of not wearing [a

man’s garb].
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Rav Yehuda H. Henkin, Responsa Benei Banim II:3 If her intention is
solely for the purpose of fulfilling the mitzva, one should

compare her to one who wears a man’s garment not for clothing
purposes but to protect against the sun and rain, which is
permitted according to the views of the Bach, Taz and Shach
[major commentaries on halachic codes].
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Bach YD 182 Even what he does out of the joy of mitzvah is not
similar to acting in oder to save oneself from sorrow and so too
in the law of saving oneself from sorrow, there is no other
option...
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Rav Zalman Nechemya Goldberg, 'Women's Prayer in Public (Response)' In my

humble opinion it is clearly prohibited because of “a man’s article shall
not be on a woman.” There is no article more male than a tallit designated
for men’s prayer... it seems that in the matter under discussion there is
no doubt that these women seek to resemble men.
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Rav Yehuda H. Henkin, Responsa Benei Banim II:3 In my opinion, you may
wear tzitzit in private or under your clothing in order that others not

suspect you of intent to resemble men.
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Rav Yitzchak Weiss, Responsa Minchat Yitzchak I1:108 Even at a time when
men are not present, but she is by herself in her home, she still
transgresses the prohibition of “There shall not be a men’s article,” for
even if no one sees, the prohibition still remains in place.... Certainly it is
at least prohibited on a rabbinic level, even if she wore [trousers] in
private.
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