The Festival of Lights - The Evolution of a Rabbinic Story
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BabylonianTalmud Avoda Zara 8a
1 Said R. Hanan b. Raba: Kalenda is kept on the eight days following the [winter]
solstice. Saturnalia on the eight days preceding the solstice...
2 Our Rabbis taught: When Adam saw the day getting gradually shorter,

3 he said, ‘Woe is me, perhaps because I have sinned, the world around me is being
darkened and returning to its state of chaos and confusion; this then is the kind of
death to which I have been sentenced from Heaven!’

4 So he began keeping an eight days’ fast.

5 But as he observed the winter solstice and noted the day getting increasingly longer,
he said, ‘This is the world's course’,

6 and he set forth to keep an eight days’ festivity.

7 In the following year he appointed both as festivals.

8 Now, he fixed them for the sake of Heaven, but the [heathens (idol worshippers)]
appointed them for the sake of idolatry.
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Babylonian Talmud Avoda Zara 8a

Our Sages taught: On the day that Adam was created, when the sun set upon him, he
said, “Woe is me! Perhaps it is because I sinned that the world is becoming dark
around me, and returning to chaos and void. And this is the death that is imposed
upon me by heaven.” He sat weeping all night, with Chava crying opposite him .
When dawn arrived, he said, “This is the way of the world.” He arose and sacrificed a
bull whose horns preceded its hoofs, in keeping with the verse, “And it shall please
the Lord better than a bull that has horns and hoofs [with the ‘horns’ appearing before
the ‘hoofs’]” (Tehillim 69:32).

And said Rav Yehuda in the name of Shmuel: The bull that Adam sacrificed had a
single horn on its forehead, as it is written, “And it shall please the Lord better than a
bull that has horns [makrin] and hoofs [mafris].” But the word makrin is a plural,
indicating two horns! R. Nachman bar Yitzchak said: It is written mi-keren [i.e.,
without the yud, making the word appear singular; thus, it can be interpreted as
indicating that there was only one horn].
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When the sun set at the end of Shabbat, the darkness began to settle in. Adam was
afraid: “’Surely darkness shall bruise/envelop me (yeshufeini)...” (Tehillim 139:11) —

perhaps the one of whom it is said, ‘He shall strike you (yeshufcha) at your head’
(Bereishit 3:15) [i.e., the serpent] will come to attack me?”” What did the Holy One,
blessed be He, do? He prepared two flints for him, and [Adam] struck them against
each other and light came forth, whereupon he blessed upon it, as it is written, “The
night was light for me” (Tehillim 139:11). (Bereishit Rabba 11:2)
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Rav said: Adam instated the festival of Kalendes. When he saw that the nights were
getting longer he said “Woe is me, perhaps the one of whom it is said, ‘He shall strike

you (yeshufcha) at your head’ (Bereishit 3:15) [i.e., the serpent] will come to bite me?
’Surely darkness shall bruise/envelop me (yeshufeini)...” (Tehillim 139:11)”

When he saw the days getting longer he said “Kalendes!” — Kalon dieo [Kalon Diem?
Kalos Theos?]
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Mishnah Avoda Zara 1:1

On the three days preceding the festivities of idolaters, it is forbidden to transact
business with them, to lend articles to them or borrow any from them, to advance, or
receive any money from them, to repay a debt, or receive repayment from them.




