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1. Bemidbar, Chapter 2
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(8) Those who encamp on the east side toward the sunrise shall be of the standard of the camp of
Judah, according to their divisions; and the prince of the children of Judah is Nahshon the son of
Amminadab. (4) His division, and those who were numbered of them, were seventy-four thousand six
hundred. (5) Those who encamp next to him shall be the tribe of Issachar; and the prince of the children
of Issachar is Nethanel the son of Zuar. (6) His division, and those who were numbered of it, were fifty-four
thousand four hundred. (7) The tribe of Zebulun: and the prince of the children of Zebulun is Eliab the
son of Helon. (8) His division, and those who were numbered of it, were fifty-seven thousand four hundred.
(9) All who were numbered of the camp of Judah were one hundred eighty-six thousand four hundred,
according to their divisions. They shall set out first.
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(10) On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben according to their divisions. The
prince of the children of Reuben is Elizur the son of Shedeur. (11) His division, and those who were
numbered of it, were forty-six thousand five hundred. (12) Those who encamp next to him shall be the
tribe of Simeon. The prince of the children of Simeon is Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. (13) His
division, and those who were numbered of them, were fifty-nine thousand three hundred. (14) The tribe
of Gad: and the prince of the children of Gad is Eliasaph the son of Reuel. (15) His division, and those
who were numbered of them, were forty-five thousand six hundred fifty. (16) All who were numbered of the
camp of Reuben were one hundred fifty-one thousand four hundred fifty, according to their armies. They
shall set out second.
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(17) Then the Tent of Meeting shall set out, with the camp of the Levites in the midst of the camps. As they
encamp, so shall they set out, every man in his place, by their standards.
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(18) On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim according to their divisions; and
the prince of the children of Ephraim i1s Elishama the son of Ammihud. (19) His division, and those who
were numbered of them, were forty thousand five hundred. (20) Next to him shall be the tribe of
Manasseh; and the prince of the children of Manasseh is Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. (21) His division,
and those who were numbered of them, were thirty-two thousand two hundred. (22) The tribe of
Benjamin: and the prince of the children of Benjamin is Abidan the son of Gideoni. (23) His army, and
those who were numbered of them, were thirty-five thousand four hundred. (24) All who were numbered
of the camp of Ephraim were one hundred eight thousand one hundred, according to their divisions. They

shall set out third.
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(25) On the north side shall be the standard of the camp of Dan according to their divisions: and the

prince of the children of Dan is Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. (26) His division, and those who were
numbered of them, were sixty-two thousand seven hundred. (27) Those who encamp next to him shall be

the tribe of Asher; and the prince of the children of Asher is Pagiel the son of Ochran. (28) His division,
and those who were numbered of them, were forty-one thousand and five hundred. (29) The tribe of
Naphtali: and the prince of the children of Naphtali 1s Ahira the son of Enan. (30) His division, and those
who were numbered of them, were fifty-three thousand four hundred. (31) All who were numbered of the
camp of Dan were one hundred fifty-seven thousand six hundred. They shall set out last by their standards.

2. Abarbanel, Bemidbar, Chapter 2
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One should not think that the statement, “Each man under his own flag with distinguishing signs” (2:2),

means that each of the tribes had its own distinct flag, and that there were twelve flags in total, each with

different signs from its counterpart. It was not so.
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Rather, the flags, in my opinion, there were only four in number. And the signs that were coloured on them
were also four. One flag from the tribe of Judah was on the East side, which is the most honoured side of
the four. And beneath him or alongside him were the tribes of Yissachar and Zevulun, but they all had only
one flag, which was the flag of Judah. On the South side - which is the second most honoured side after
East, being the right side of the world -was the flag of Reuben. And under and with him were the tribes of
Simeon and Gad, and they all had only one flag, which was the flag of Reuben at the head of that side. On
the West side, called the seaside, there was the flag of Joseph, with Ephraim as its leader, and with Manasseh



and Benjamin. And they all had only one flag, which was the flag of Ephraim. Similarly, on the North side,
there was the flag of Dan, and with him the tribes of Asher and Naphtali. And they all had only one flag,
which was the flag of Dan alone. Thus, there were four flags and no more.
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But the Commentators said that there were twelve flags for twelve tribes...

3. Bemidbar Rabbah 2:7
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In the signs (Numbers 2:2), there were symbols for each prince and prince, a flag and colour on each flag,
and each flag had a colour like the colour of precious stones that were on the heart of Aaron... Reuben had
a flag of red and his flag was colored red and embroidered with dudaim. Simeon had a flag of green and his
flag was embroidered with Shechem. Levi had a flag of white, black, and red, and it was embroidered with
Urim and Thummim. Judah had a flag of sky-like color and it was embroidered with a lion. Issachar had a
flag of black resembling coal, and it was embroidered with the sun and moon... Zebulun had a flag of white,
resembling a shining stone, and it was embroidered with a ship... Dan had a flag resembling sapphire, and
it was embroidered with a snake... Gad had a flag that was neither white nor black but mixed black and
white, and it was embroidered with a camp... Naphtali had a flag resembling a clear, reddish wine, and it was
embroidered with a deer... Asher had a flag resembling a precious stone adorned by women, and it was
embroidered with an olive tree... Joseph had a black flag, exceedingly black, and it was embroidered with
two princes, Ephraim and Manasseh, representing Egypt, as their lineage was in Egypt. And on the flag of
Ephraim, there was an embroidered ox... On the flag of Manasseh, there was an embroidered unicorn...
Benjamin had a flag that resembled all the colors, the twelve colors, and it was embroidered with a wolf...

YEHUDA (LION)
YISSACHAR || ZEVULUN

DAN (SNAKE) REUVEN (DUDAIM)
ASHER || NAFTALI SHIMON || GAD

EFRAIM (OX)
MENASHE || BINYANIM




LEAH RACHEL BILHA (maidservant | ZILPAH (maidservant
of RACHEL) of LEAH)

REUVEN YOSEF | EFRAIM DAN GAD

SHIMON YOSEF | MENASHE NAFTALI ASHER

LEVI BINYAMIN

YEHUDA

YISACHAR

ZEVULUN

4. Oznayim LeTorah, Bemidbar 2:2
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Why were Judah, Reuben, Ephraim, and Dan chosen as the heads of the tribes? As mentioned above

(Genesis 49:1-2), in order to ensure complete peace in each camp, it was necessary to arrange them in a way

that three tribes from each camp would be the children of one mother who loved each other more than the

children of one father"...
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For Leah, who had six sons, they gave two camps: at the head of the first camp, they placed Judah, who
excelled among his brothers and was destined for kingship, and at the head of the second camp, they placed
Reuben, the firstborn.
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Rachel had two sons who are three tribes, and they arranged from them the third camp, with Ephraim
preceding Manasseh according to Jacob's preference.
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The fourth camp was organized from the families of the sons who lived peacefully: the sons of Bilhah and
the sons of Zilpah, as mentioned above (Genesis 46:25), except for Gad, who was connected to the camp of
Reuben in place of Levi, who did not enter the flag. At the head of the fourth camp, they placed Dan,
Bilhah's firstborn, Rachel's maidservant...

5. Ibn Ezra, Bemidbar 2:2
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According to the signs. There were signs upon each and every standard. The ancients said that the banner
of Reuben had the form of a person on it. Their statement is based on a midrashic interpretation concerning
the dudaim found by Reuben [which looked like a person]. The ancients also tell us that there was an image
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" That the children of Bilhah and Zilpa didn’t fight, like the children of Leah and Rachel did, rather they lived together under
one name “the children of the maidservants”



of a lion on the standard of Judah, for Jacob had compared Judah to a lion. They also tell us that the banner
of Ephraim had the image of an ox upon it... The flag of Dan had the image of an eagle. To the point that
thev were similar to the cherubim which the prophet Ezekiel saw.

6. Yechezkel 1:1-10
(7) ...0°72K NN NN 07080 IR 122 771 Py 1790 7i02 "IN UIN? Qw2 ye102 My 0wt o (K)
M2IAM () .WRD TR0 2N YD m2iRm 2220 19 Ma1) NnpPnn WX DT 1Y 11987 11 AX2 Y0 M0 A3 XX

11111

YT VG 732N INYIIND LINDWID W 2321 DOYIID PRI OX N 301 0N

(1) Now it happened in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among
the captives by the river Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God... (4) I looked,
and behold, a stormy wind came out of the north, a great cloud, with flashing lightning, and a brightness
round about it, and out of its midst like glowing metal, out of the midst of the fire. (5) Out of its midst came
the likeness of four living creatures. This was their appearance: they had the likeness of a man. (6) Everyone
had four faces, and each one of them had four wings... (10) As for the likeness of their faces, they had the
face of a man; and the four of them had the face of a lion on the right side; and the four of them had the
face of an ox on the left side; the four of them also had the face of an eagle.

7. Rav Yonatan Grossman, "How Good Are Your Tents, Yaakov"' The Organization of God's Dwelling
Place
On the basis of this connection, I believe, we can begin to understand the profound significance of the
camp of Israel. The tribes of Israel accompany the Divine Presence on its journey as a chariot for the
Shekhina. So long as the Shekhina is on high, it is the holy creatures and wheels that accompany the
Shekhina on its journeys, and they comprise its Chariot. But when God chooses to make His Shekhina
rest in the world, new escorts - an alternative Merkava - are required. God's seat 1s the keruvim and the
Mishkan that Israel builds by God's command, and His escort is the nation of Israel, encamped "around
the Mishkan," each person with his clan and by his banner...

The untamed desert bespeaks a world without boundaries: it 1s wild, devoid of order and regulation, a place
without human habitation, a place where wild animals reign. Here, in the midst of the lack of boundaries
that the desert embodies, a marvelous sight reveals itself: six hundred thousand foot soldiers, aside from
women and children, journeying by tribes and by clans. It 1s specifically against the background of the desert
that the splendor of the camp of Israel stands out: a nation that creates banners and tribes, that maintains
clans and tents of families.

Even in a world where every possible boundary 1s smashed, even from the perspective of Balak of Moav -
whose genealogy goes back to the story of Lot and his daughters, where the fundamental definitions of
lineage are themselves blurred - the camp of Israel 1s based upon a solid foundation of "good tents."



8. Bemidbar 4
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(4) This 1s the service of the sons of Kohath in the Tent of Meeting, the most holy things. (5) When the

camp moves forward, Aaron shall go in, and his sons, and they shall take down the veil of the screen, and

cover the ark of the Testimony with it. (6) And they shall put a covering of sealskin on it, and shall spread

over 1t a cloth all of blue, and shall put in its poles.
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(7) On the table of show bread they shall spread a blue cloth, and put on it the dishes, the spoons, the
bowls, and the cups with which to pour out; and the continual bread shall be on it. (8) They shall spread
on them a scarlet cloth, and cover the same with a covering of sealskin, and they shall put in its poles.
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(9) They shall take a blue cloth, and cover the lampstand of the light, and its lamps, and its snuffers, and its
snuff dishes, and all its o1l vessels, with which they minister to it. (10) They shall put it and all its vessels
within a covering of sealskin, and they shall put it on the carrying beam.
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(11) On the golden altar they shall spread a blue cloth, and cover it with a covering of sealskin, and they
shall put n its poles.
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(12) They shall take all the vessels of mimistry, with which they minister in the sanctuary, and put them in a
blue cloth, and cover them with a covering of sealskin, and they shall put them on the carrying beam.



